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Abstract 

According to the undeniable importance of tourism industry and the place of Iran as 

one of 10 countries in terms of tourism capacity, the proper development of tourism industry 

cannot be possible without land use planning and comprehensive studies in sectors of 

industry, service and identifying natural resources and ecological capabilities of country or 

selected region for tourism. So, this study aims to investigate and explain the role of land use 

planning in tourism development in eight tourism hubs of Isfahan province, because of great 

potential and facilities, by using the functional and development approach and descriptive-

objective method. It uses the data based on documentary method, in the form of SWOT 

analysis that tries to identify and assess the internal strengths and weaknesses and measure 

the external environment to identify the opportunities and threats based on tourism supply 

criteria in each of the hubs. Then it specifies the tourism industry development strategies by 

the focus on the land use planning and by determining the effects of each mentioned item and 

prioritized tourism centers and capabilities of each hub. The results show that the unbalanced 

distribution of services and facilities of tourism in the hubs have caused that the three hubs, 

the Zayandeh rood river bank, desert tourism and central tourism, have the fewer services and 

facilities despite the enjoyment of more natural and historical tourist attractions. The most 

imbalance is related to travel and tourism facilities and services, transportation companies, 

unfavorable communication axes as well as the lack of training at the local scale in all hubs 

that need to adopt a decentralized approach based on the market-based delivery system in all 

the province's tourism hubs. 

 

Keywords: land use planning, spatial planning, tourism industry, Isfahan tourism hubs 

 

Introduction 

Problem Statement 

In recent years, the tourism has been the main revenue source in the world trade and 

an important factor in improving and adjusting the trade balance and payments level of many 
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countries (Kazemi, 2007). In the present conditions, many countries receive their economic 

and social benefits from tourism and use tourism revenues for infrastructure development of 

their habitats. According to existing statistics, the tourism industry as the second source of 

exchange income of 43 developing countries in the world, plays an important role in 

economy of these countries (Saqaei, 2003) so that this industry has been much more 

important, especially for those countries that tend to leave single-product status and have sole 

reliance on unipolar economy (Natural monopoly) (Makhdom, 2011). Iran is one of the 

numerable countries that has not used properly its potential including the climate variability 

as well as the availability of cultural and historical sites. The study of  tourism industry status 

in Iran and considering its exchange revenue statistics show that despite the fact that Iran is 

one of the world's top ten countries in terms of ancient monuments but has gained less than 

one-thousandth of world income in tourism. While, because of the excessive reliance of Iran 

economy on oil exports and  its high vulnerability due to changes in oil prices and other 

economic and non-economic companies, the tourism industry development can greatly 

reduce this problem. It also can help the economic policy makers in overcoming commercial 

problems including the shortages of foreign currency income, low income, low non-oil 

exports and unemployment problems (Moosai, 2004). In addition to the significant points of 

the tourism in Iran, in the current circumstances, the achievement of the desired development 

is impossible without spatial planning and immense studies in the fields of industry, services 

and identifying the natural resources and the ecological potential of the country or selected 

areas for tourism. Thus, it highlights the necessity of more attention to spatial planning and 

the role of land use in tourism development. This means that the regional approach in the 

field of land use planning in tourism development can show new solutions in this field by 

identifying the prone areas and different tourism species. Meanwhile,  the feasibility of 

tourism can somehow become sustainable tourism by considering the indicators such as 

tourist attractions, roads and accessibility, tourist carrying capacity per unit area, 

infrastructure - economic, residential facilities, cultural potential, local tendency to attract 

tourists, tourism impacts on employment, income level, increasing the prosperity 

(Williams,2000). Such feasibility in terms of land use planning can provide appropriate 

grounds to incorporate the mentioned indicators. In total, the classification of tourist 

attractions within the framework of feasibility and land use can attract more tourists to the 

region and encourage them to stay longer. Moreover, the aggregation of attractions can 
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reduce the costs of making proper infrastructure in the region and prepare a good ground for 

organized tourism programs (Murphy,2004). 

 

The Importance of Study  

The identification and assessment of tourism development capabilities with regard to 

location features and infrastructure in each country is essential in the field of regional 

planning and policy development as well as for the allocation of different resources. So, it is 

vital to clarify the factors affecting the land use for tourism development of introduced 

tourism hubs by specialized institutions in order to maximize utilization. 

 

The Goal of Study 

The main goal of this study is to clarify and identify the strengths and weaknesses of 

each introduced tourism hubs by considering the land use planning and prioritizing each hub 

in terms of enjoyment level of tourism facilities. So, it provides administrative solutions in 

the field of spatial organization improvement and the use of environmental capabilities of 

each hub and other areas. 

 

Questions and Hypotheses 

To evaluate the following hypotheses: 

It seems that the distribution of tourism services and facilities of defined hubs is not suitable 

and balanced. In fact, three hubs of the Zayandeh Rood river bank, desert and central tourism, 

have fewer services and facilities despite the enjoyment of more natural and historical tourist 

attractions.  Moreover, the transport connection between the tourism hubs is not defined 

properly and is not efficient enough. 

  

Literature Review  

Studying about tourism as a scientific major has been started since 200 years ago. The 

beginning of land use concept also traces back to the early twentieth century when human 

beings realized that it is better to implement the operation process as a planned framework, 

which is called ‘the management plan’, in order to have a cost-effective and consistent 

operation.  However, the relationship between land use and spatial planning in tourism 

development is a new issue which grabs the attention of researchers in recent years. 
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In the last few decades, the researches on tourism have been done as regional divisions and 

the presentation of strategies to introduce the main tourism hubs in the country, including the 

tourism master plan prepared by Plan and Budget Organization.  In this study, the main Iran 

tourism hubs in terms of the capabilities and infrastructures are introduced other than stating 

the strategies. Iran tourism hubs have been determined in different ways. These hubs can be 

divided and classified according to the geographical area or based on the type of tourist 

attractions. If this classification is a part of the geographical area, all attractions should be 

considered at the same time and the number of tourists coming to the place of investment is 

the basis for action. These hubs include: the historical and memorial, natural, holy and 

business tourism attractions. Recently,  the spatial analysis on a local scale is done to evaluate 

the morphology of tourist sites, especially the coastal areas and to examine the distribution of 

services in urban areas such as hotels and other tourism infrastructure (Shoai, Mosavi-vand, 

2011). In previous studies in this field, Taghvai and Ghafari in a study entitled ‘Spatial 

planning in tourism development case study: Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari province, Bazoft 

axis’,  attempted to choose the best tourist sites and adjust the functional interactions between 

each of them, and offered the executive development strategies in the field of spatial 

organization improvement of each hub and other areas by analyzing tourism centers.  

Also, Ghaffari, Nikbakht and Moradi,( 2011) in a study ‘The classification and planning of 

rural tourism spaces, the central part of Boyer Ahmad’ concluded that the distribution of 

services and facilities in attractive rural centers is unbalanced and disproportionate to the 

spatial status of  each of them. 

Shoai and Mosavi Vand (2011) in their study entitled ‘ The ranking of Isfahan province’s 

cities in terms of tourism infrastructure by using AHP and TOPSIS " found that according to 

the enjoyment of tourism infrastructure, the cities of Isfahan province, Shahin Shahr and 

Kashan are in level 1 to 3, respectively. Moreover, Esfahan and Kashan as the first and 

second tourism places have gained the most points. Also, the correlation between the 

variables of infrastructure and the number of tourists is positive and the correlation 

coefficient is more than 98%.  

In another study done by Darvishi, et al (2013) as ‘The prioritization of development 

strategies for rural tourism in terms of land use, case study: Gaygan Village, Aligudarz city’, 

the appropriate solutions for rural tourism development are provided by recognizing the 

potential and weaknesses of rural tourism development in the Gaygan village located in 

Aligudarz city and the usage level of the facilities. Meanwhile, the strategy of ‘creating an 



JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC RESEARCH FOR MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
Impact Factor 2.417, ISSN: 2320-5083, Volume 4, Issue 8, September 2016 

 

246 
www.jiarm.com 

appropriate mechanism for public sector investment and for private one in the field of 

facilities, tourism services, productive activities and foundations of employment’ is 

considered as the major preference.  

Also, the research done by Rahmani (2007) as ‘ The land use and sustainable rural 

development with tourism approach’ show that  the land use study with tourism approach 

doesn’t have a uniform mechanism in different spatial (space) areas of the country. However,  

the diversity of natural environments in terms of physiological and morphological with 

different strengths and weaknesses of  location and priority of diverse natural features or 

cultural and historical factors is aligned with the tourism and its strategies. 

Various studies conducted in this area, especially in Isfahan, indicates that the role of land 

use or regional planning with the aim of identifying the capabilities and the relationship 

between the three main basis human, space and activities and their relations with tourism 

have not been investigated. 

 

Methodology  

This study is based on functional and development approach and descriptive- 

objective method. It uses the data based on documentary method, in the form of SWOT 

analysis to identify and assess the internal strengths and weaknesses and to measure the 

external environment to recognize the opportunities and threats according to tourism supply 

criteria in each of the hubs. Then it specifies the tourism industry development strategies by 

the focus on the land use planning and by determining the effects of each mentioned item and 

prioritized tourism centers and capabilities of each hub. The Likert rating is used to determine 

the effectiveness of each of the mentioned parameters in the rating column.  

 

The Study Area  

Isfahan province with an area of 107045 square kilometers (equivalent to 6/57 percent 

of the country) is located in the central part of Iran and in a fertile and well-watered area. In 

terms of the number of suitable tourism areas, Isfahan province is ranked as the first top 

destination with the approval of 60 tourism regions from 138 ones. In this province, 28 

villages have been ratified as rural tourism. Isfahan with 1578 registered places compared to 

26,666 in the country, is ranked as the fifth province. According to the Isfahan province’s 

spatial planning (2010) , this province is divided into eight tourist hubs as follows: 
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Figure1. Eight tourism hubs of Isfahan province on the basis of land use planning  

 
2.The Concepts and Theoretical Foundations 

2.1The Land Use Planning 

The land use planning includes the regulatory and organizing actions for the natural, 

social, economic spaces in national and regional level. It is a coordinated and long-term 

planning that is based on the codification of the main country’s long-term development goals, 

integration of planning framework and the capabilities and regional limitations. This 

approach causes the interaction between three elements; people, space and activity and 

provides a logical arrangement of activities in terms of the land. According to Iran planning 

system, the provision and codification of land use planning has been started in the years 

before the Iran revolution which shows its importance in the country planning system. The 

land use concept is defined as making the balance between the three elements of human, 

space, and activity, which are related to ‘management’, ‘climate’ and ‘program and planning’ 
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category, respectively. In other words, it is a compilation of three sciences of management 

and economics, geography and sociology (Vahidi, 1994). The main goal of the land use 

planning is to make a balance in the geographical distribution of activities, decentralization 

and reproduction of resources and jobs as well as changes in organizational structure and 

creation of strategies. Thus, according to the experiences of developed countries, the 

population groups in terms of location, can benefit from different development approaches 

and rescue from the exclusive and limited activities by using the occupational diversification 

(Rahmani, 2007). 

 

2.2Tourism, and Tourism Industry 

Tourism is a complex system that affects different aspects of human life including 

social, cultural, economic, political, environmental and physical ones. In fact, the tourism is 

the production and consumption industry so that its development always has been contributed 

to rising levels of employment and national income. It also creates demand for many goods 

and services, and has a major role in cultural interactions, social development and national 

reconciliation. In recent years, there has been a growing interest in tourism as a profitable 

industry with high foreign exchange earnings in different countries (Eliot, 1997). Tourism is 

dependent to practice manner to achieve its goals of sustainability and environmental 

protection, rehabilitation and economic stability of communities and small-scale business 

development (Getz,2001). 

 

2.3 The Levels of Tourism Planning 

If the spatial planning approach is applied, tourism development planning can be 

considered as an effective and accelerating factor in achieving the objectives of sustainable 

and balanced development of the country. Because according to many thinkers and 

researchers, the expected aims of this industry are beyond the economic or social benefits 

which require a general orientation (Gee, Fayos-Sola,1997). If the tourism development be 

done with regards to the concept of spatial planning, not only a basis for satisfying the 

diverse needs of wide range of tourists can be prepared, but also a mass population of the host 

community and a wide area of the geographical territory of the destination will be affected by 

the socio-economic and environmental changes. It is due to the balance of the achieved 

positive outcomes. 
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2.4 The Explanations of Tourism Concept in Terms of Land Use Planning  

Since the comprehensive approach to quality and spatial organization are the most 

important characteristics of land use planning, geographical equity is the main goal of 

interaction between spatial planning and space development so that  it can be achieved 

through economic, social, cultural and political prosperity. Meanwhile, tourism is one of the 

multi-dimensional aspects of the spatial development of a region. So, the tourism potential of 

each region is one of the studied space capabilities in land use planning to provide a platform 

for spatial development by its identifying and within the sustainability framework. The land 

use planning in the field of tourism in each region is done through measuring the feasibility 

of tourism development so that the growth capabilities can be recognized (pearce, 2000). 

Thus, the development of tourism as a strategy to reduce the regional imbalances in order to 

adjust the disparities between the rural and urban areas in terms of opportunities, resources, 

and benefits, is inevitable. It is necessary to study and perform it as one of the main issues of 

land use planning (Mills, 2002). The measurement of feasibility of tourism development can 

be done according to proper features including the tourism attractions, roads, and 

accessibility, tourist capacity per unit area, infrastructure, economic features, residential 

facilities, cultural potential, local tendency to attract tourists, tourism impacts on 

employment, income level, increasing the prosperity of families and achieving a sustainable 

tourism at last. (Williams, 2000). The measurement of feasibility in the context of land use 

planning can provide appropriate platforms to combine the favorable conditions of mentioned 

features. Also, the aggregation of attractions can reduce the necessary costs to create suitable 

infrastructure in the region, and provides a good platform to organize tourism programs 

(Murphy, 2004). The estimation of optimal strategies of tourism development is possible as 

long as there is a regional approach in the field of land use with the aim of the integration of 

tourism activities so that the needed strategies in explaining the regional tourism development 

can be used by identifying the suitable areas and different types of tourism.  

In this regard, we can consider the feasibility of tourism in a geographic area that includes a 

large number of the main development factors as well as the unparalleled attractions that can 

attract non-local visitors (Holland, 2003). So, the codification of a new perspective in the 

field of tourism development based on the land use planning requires the consideration of 

several issues. It won’t bring any desired results without enough attention and investigation, 

especially when the issue of urban and rural communities and the interaction between man 

and nature increase the importance and complexity of the relationship between land use and 
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tourism (Getz, 2001). In land use planning, tourism has been considered as a valuable and 

advanced part of the economic approach which includes lower risks and costs of investment 

due to the availability of resources and low prices as compared to other projects. The land use 

planning for local tourism development, comprises the access to the area by building a proper 

transportation network, increasing the quantity and quality of tourism services, training the 

local people about the tourism in the region, marketing and incentive programs to attract 

tourists as well as managing and optimize implementation of tourism development plan 

(Gunn, 2002). In total, the following points should be considered in order to tourism 

development according to land use issues: 

- The improvement of the land productivity by extending technical training and using new 

technologies for economic production as well as the correct use of the inputs and different 

stages of production; 

- Studies to determine the visitors’ demands for natural-historical sights and promoting the 

rural and urban tourism by enhancing the social acceptance of residents about the existing 

land use in the study area in terms of the preservation of local-cultural heritage. 

-Detailed and accurate studies on specific scales in order to provide a platform for 

implementation of development plans and infrastructures, particularly in the eligible areas but 

without suitable facilities and amenities. 

- The preparation of master plans and feasibility of tourism patterns to identify and evaluate 

the natural, social, cultural and tourism development potentials  

 

5. Results 

When the tourism development goals in 8 mentioned tourism hubs in Isfahan province 

can be achieved that the tourism potential and existing facilities, especially tourist attractions, 

their access, and facilities be recognized with an approach to land use planning.  
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Figure 2. The location and the contribution of tourism services of eight hubs in Isfahan 
province (basic spatial planning of Isfahan 2008) 
 

SWOT Analysis to Determine the Best Strategy 

According to the share of tourist attractions in tourism hubs (historical, religious, 

natural, man-made) (see Table1) and the status of hubs in terms of the accordance of 

attractions with tourism facilities and equipment (see Table 2) as well as the examining of the 

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of each tourism hubs, it can be concluded 

that the three hubs,  the Zayandeh Rood river bank, desert tourism and central tourism, have 

the fewer services and facilities despite the enjoyment of more natural and historical tourist 

attractions. The most imbalance is related to travel and tourism facilities and services, 

transportation companies, unfavorable communication axes as well as the lack of training at 

the local scale. Other studied criteria are partly distributed equally among the hubs of this 

province and, there is the lack of these services in other cities of Isfahan province.  

Table 1. Share of tourist attractions in the tourism hubs (historical, religious, natural, 
and man-made) 

Tourist Attraction 
 

Tourism Hub 
 

Percentage Number 
30 513 Safavi hub 
6.2 107 Zayandeh Rood river bank 

(Felavarjan, Lenjan, Mobarakeh)  
27.3 468 Flower and rose water hub 

(Kashan , Natanz, Aran and Bidgol) 
9.1 156 Desert tourism hub 
3.9 66 Natural tourism hub 

(Golpayegan and Khansar) 
4.5 77 Winter tourism hub 

(Chadegan, Fereydan, Fereydunshahr) 
7.5 129 South tourism hub 

(Shahreza, Semirom) 

11.5 197 Central tourism hub (Borkhar va Meymeh, Khomeyni Shahr, 
Najafabad, Tiran va Karvan) 

100 1713 Total  
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  (Source: Isfahan Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Department) 
 
Table 2. The status of hubs in terms of the accordance of attractions with tourism 
facilities and equipment 

Tourism hubs Percentage index Status 
 Attraction 

 
Facilities

 
Safavi hub 30 70.1 2.34 Possess 

Zayandeh Rood river bank 
(Felavarjan, Lenjan, Mobarakeh) 

6.2 1.9 0.31 Deprived 

Flower and rose water hub 
(Kashan , Natanz, Aran va Bidgol) 

27.3 9.3 0.34 Deprived 

Desert tourism hub 9.1 1.9 0.21 Deprived 
Natural tourism hub 

(Golpayegan and Khansar) 
3.9 4.7 1.21 Partly 

Having 
Winter tourism hub 

(Chadegan, Fereydan, 
Fereydunshahr) 

4.5 3.7 0.82 Semi 
Having 

South tourism hub 
(Shahreza, Semirom,?) 

7.5 5.6 0.75 Semi 
Having 

Central tourism hub (Borkhar va 
Meymeh, Khomeyni Shahr, 
Najafabad, Tiran va Karvan) 

11.5 2.8 0.24 Deprived 

  (Source: Isfahan Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Department,) 

After evaluating the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats in a total of eight 

tourism hubs of Isfahan province presented in Table 1,2,3,4, the total score is presented in 

Table 5 to achieve the most favorable spatial organization and development strategies, the use 

of capabilities of each hub as well as the general recognition of the effectiveness of each 

criteria of SWOT table. 

According to the mentioned table, the identified weaknesses of the tourism hubs with the 

most points (17) require a systematic plan to eliminate the above factors. 

Table 3. Assessment of strengths affecting tourism hubs of province 

Strengths (S) weight Rating 
Weighted 

score 

S1- Diversity of attractions and the possibility of 
attracting tourists in all seasons due to climate 
variability in province 

1 4 4 

S2- Availability of various traditional arts and 
crafts to meet every taste. 

0.8 3 2.4 

S3- Proximity of most of the tourism hubs to the 
country's main transmission network.  

0.6 3 1.8 

S4-Availability of existing potential to convert it 
into real attractions   

1 3 3 

S5- Availability of traditional customs and culture, 
among locals of each hub. 

0.8 3 2.4 
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Table 4. Assessment of weaknesses affecting tourism hubs of province 
Weaknesses (W) weight Rating 

Weighted 
score 

W1- The lack of tourism facilities, installations and 
equipment in all tourism hubs. 

1 5 5 

W2- The lack of investment in tourism facilities 
and equipment from the private sector. 

0.8 4 3.2 

W3- Inadequate roads 0.8 4 3.2 
W4- The lack of detailed introduction and 
classification of tourist attractions. 

0.8 3 2.4 

W5- Disproportion of attractions ratio to tourism 
facilities and equipment of all hubs. 

0.8 4 3.2 

 
Table 5. Assessment of opportunities affecting tourism hubs of province 

Opportunities (O) weight Rating 
Weighted 

score 

O1- Potential plans to have a compiled program to 
guide passengers to fill their time and increase the 
length of stay. 

0.8 5 4 

O2- Availability of various traditional arts and 
crafts to meet every taste. 

0.6 4 2.4 

O3- Increased demands for domestic travel and 
visit different areas, and  different facilities 

1 4 4 

O4- Racial and ethnic diversity of the people in the  
province 

0.6 3 1.8 

O5- people’s prosperity and income improvement 
in adjacent cities  

0.6 4 2.4 

 
Table 6. Assessment of threats affecting tourism hubs of province 

Threats (T) weight Rating 
Weighted 

score 

T1- Dry riverbed at most times of the year. 1 5 5 
T2- Reduction of the private sector incentive to invest in 
the further hubs. 

0.8 4 3.2 

T3- The lack of connection between tourism 
professionals and attractions so that every tourist can be 
guided to the attractions based on her/his interests and 
expectations. 

1 4 4 

T4- Lack of planning on organizing group trips from 
other areas. 

0.8 3 2.4 

T5- Lack of adequate training to local residents about 
tourism values of the area and appropriate behavior with 
domestic and foreign tourists 

0.8 4 3.2 
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Table 7. The points of criteria affecting the growth and development of tourism 
industry 

Criteria Weaknesses Strengths Opportunities Threats 
Total Points 17 13.6 14.6 14.4 

 
 

The codification of strategies of tourism industry development according to land use 

planning considerations 

According to conducted analysis, the development strategies in four types of offensive (SO), 

diversity (ST), review (WO) and defensive (WT), presented as follows: 

 

Strengths Strategies (SO): 

1. Trying to plan, guide tourists and identify tourism hubs capabilities, especially because of 

the wide variety of climate 

2. Trying to organize the local festivities and ceremonies to identify and introduce customs, 

crafts and local people to tourists. 

3. Taking advantage of the investment and incentive policies to strengthen the security of 

transportation systems and suitable infrastructure construction with potential attractions. 

4. The codification of training and skill programs to prepare the workforce to raise revenue 

through using the products and services with modern methods. 

5. Gaining supports from the public sector in developing tourism villages and tourism areas 

in all hubs. 

6. Eliminating those factors that cause insecurity for tourists in the high-risk areas of desert 

and winter hubs. 

 

Opportunities Strategies (WO): 

1. The provision of land at a reasonable price in each tourism hub as an interconnected and 

compiled network for the construction of hotels, recreation centers, and other needed 

facilities. 

2. Duty-free policies for needed equipment and supplies importation for hotels, tour operators 

and etc. 

3. Low-interest loans for the hubs with the minimum tourism facilities. 

4. Using the local workforce to offer tourism services with free training 

5. Using the fruit gardens at the potential hubs to making acquaintance, provision and selling 

products as a recreational activity. 
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Strategies to Minimize Weaknesses (ST): 

1. Management, incentive policies and the use of public participation to prevent the 

environmental pollution in each hub. 

2. Encouraging people to have respect for the traditions, customs and different cultures in 

different hubs. 

3. Promoting the tourism culture and holding public tours by municipal officials and cultural 

heritage department of each hub, as well as the distribution of educational brochures among 

citizens and tourists to interact with them. 

4. Designing of websites to introduce natural, historical, cultural attractions and to notify the 

tourists and visitors in accessible tourism hubs. 

 

Strategies to Avoid the Threats (WT): 

1. Studying and examining the ways of using and recovering of river water for drought 

seasons. 

2. The use of all facilities of Zayandeh Rood River for tourism products and services and the 

use of new spaces and facilities during the drought seasons. 

3. The determination and building the specific paths and axis to connect tourism hubs as 

prefabricated and attractive routes with convenient facilities, accommodation 

4. The planning for the use of all facilities of tourism hubs in all seasons with modern 

methods of advertising. 

 

Conclusion 

The tourism industry is considered as the largest and most diverse industry in the 

contemporary world. Many countries know this dynamic industry as the main source of 

income, employment, private sector growth, and development of infrastructure. This industry 

is one of the biggest global service industries with revenue of 500 billion or more. Isfahan 

province, as one of the most capable areas in tourism, has a great opportunity and potential to 

attract tourists in eight tourism hubs because of unique features of historical, religious, and 

natural in different historical periods in the national and international level. However, there is 

a huge difference between different regions of the province because of tourism development 

indicators. In current condition, it is impossible to achieve favorable development without 

spatial planning and comprehensive studies on industrial sectors, services and identifying 

natural resources and ecological potential of the country or selected regions for tourism. 
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Therefore, it specifies the necessity of more attention to issues of spatial and land use 

planning and its role in tourism industry development. Thus, the aim of this study is to 

identify the strengths and weaknesses of each tourism hubs and prioritizing them in terms of 

their enjoyment level of tourism facilities in order to find the executive development 

solutions by using the environmental capabilities. The results derived from SWOT model in 

eight tourism hubs of Isfahan represent the unbalanced distribution of tourism services and 

facilities. Three tourism hubs of the Zayandeh Rood river bank, desert tourism and central 

tourism, have the fewer services and facilities despite the enjoyment of more natural and 

historical tourist attractions. The most imbalance is related to travel and tourism facilities and 

services, transportation companies, unfavorable communication axes as well as the lack of 

training at the local scale. Other studied criteria are partly distributed equally among the hubs 

of this province. While, there is the lack of these services in other cities of Isfahan province. 

The lack of investment, accurate planning and study of development criteria, have caused the 

heterogeneity among cities of Isfahan province in terms of tourism development. So, it is 

vital to pay more attention to all environmental and regional capabilities to attract tourists and 

increase the length of stay. 

 

Recommendation 

According to the analysis and proposed strategies for mentioned hubs, the following 

recommendations are provided to maximize the use of existing opportunities: 

- The improvement of the winter sports facilities and services for winter conditions and the 

use of sports thatare suitable for hot seasons, in summer in Chadegan, Fereydan and 

Fereydunshahr. 

- The adoption of decentralized tourism approach based on supply-oriented system of market 

in all hubs; 

- The temporary and fascinating residential facilities such as lightweight structures and 

defined tents with the maximum facilities in three hubs of the desert, flowers and rose water 

and Zayandeh Rood River bank to attract tourists through appropriate seasons. 

- Creating diversity and attractiveness in new architecture spaces and needed land uses in 

winter sports collection in Fereydan and Chadegan. 

-Making an appropriate correlation between activities of the close tourism hubs and enough 

publicity in accordance with defined land uses on the road. 
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-Appropriate arrangements for extreme thermal conditions of summer and winter in Khavari 

Tarar site. 

-Promotion of sport and recreational areas in wastelands and non-agricultural sites of hubs. 

-Systematic planning of planting and development of green spaces and native trees that are 

compatible with the environment and climate in all agricultural hubs and predict the future of 

these actions in order to attract tourists. 

- Strengthening the water resources of the Zayanderood river by using the water storage 

ponds and activities of the aquifer and watershed management. 

 
 
References 

1. Basic spatial planning of Isfahan (2008). .http://satra.mpoes.ir/ web/guest/94#book: 2l2eeu9hgcoici1cm 
2. Cultural Heritage and Tourism Organization of Isfahan. List of travel agencies (2008) 
3. Efrekhari.A , Mahdavi. D (2006). Rural tourism development strategies using SWOT model.  
4. Elliott. J. (1997). Tourism: Politics and Public Sector Management. London Routledge 
5. Gee.Ch.Y, Fayos-Sola . E. (1997). International tourism: a global perspective. Madrid: World Tourism 

Organization 
6. Getz, D. 2001. Festivals. Special Events and Tourism. New York, Venn No strand Reinhold. 
7. Gunn, clare.A.and Var, Turgut.(2002).Tourism Planning:basic,concepts, cases.(4th).new York 

Routledge 
8. Hollnad, J. 2003. Tourism in poor rural areas: Diversifying the product and expanding the benefits in 

rural Uganda. Uganda: ppt working paper. 
9. Kazemi. M. (2007). Tourist Management (second edition). Tehran, SAMT publication 
10. Makhdom. M. ( 2011). Fundamental of Land use Planning. Tehran. University of Tehran Press 
11. Mills, R.C. 2002. Tourism the international business. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall 
12. Moosai. M. (2004). Estimate the demand for tourism in Iran. Journal of Commerce, Number 32 
13. Murphy, P.E. 2004. Tourism: A Community Approach. New York: Methuen. 
14. Pearce, P.L. 2000. Fundamentals of tourist motivation In D.G. Pearce & R. W Sutter (Eds.) Tourism 

research: Critiques and challenges, pp.113-124. London: Rutledge. 
15. Rahmani. M.(2007). Land use planning and sustainable development of rural tourism approach, Journal 

of Population, no 61-62 
16. Saqaei. M.(2003). Iran's natural environment and tourism potentials efficiency. Journal of Research in 

Applied Geographical Sciences, University of Teacher Education, Volume 1, Number 1 
17. Shakhes-Pajoh . Observatory Science and Technology (2014). spatial planning and tourism 

development report 
18. Shoaei. A, Mousa-vand. M. ( 2011). The cities of Isfahan province in terms of tourism infrastructure 

using Model, AHP and TOPSIS, Urban and regional studies.  
19. Taghvaei. M. Ranjbar-dastanei. M. (2010) Analysis of distribution facilities and services Tourist Route 

North East Therfore, Research and Urban Planning. No1 
20. Vahidi. P.(1994). Land use planning: A Guide for Planning in Higher Education, Tehran, Journal of 

Research and Planning in Higher Education 
21. Williams, R.H. 2000. Constructing the European Spatial Development Perspective: for whom? 

European Planning Studies 
22. Ziari.K. (2014) . Principles and Methods of Regional Planning. (12 edition). Tehran. University of 

Tehran Press.  
 
 


