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Abstract 

In this research paper an effort is made to understand the relationship between the 

level of educational attainment and workers participation rate. For the present work 

information has been collected for various socio religious groups in rural India. The study 

found that the highest fall in illiteracy rate has been realised by Hindu SCs and STs and hence 

the workers participation rate in primary sector. The highest beneficiaries are Hindu upper 

caste and Muslim OBC whose percentage change in worker participation rate are higher than 

the percentage change in their educational attainment. But in absolute term the highest 

increase in workers participation rate has been realised by Hindu SCs and STs followed by 

the Muslim general. 

 

Keywords:  Education, Labour force Participation, Hindu SC, ST, OBC, Muslims 

 

Introduction 

Since the publication of Adam Smith’s ‘The Wealth of Nation’ in 1776, economists 

have sought answers to the unique question of why some countries are wealthy and others 

poor. Why do economic growth rates differ? The main empirical tool now used to study 

economic growth is cross country analysis of the relationship between economic growth and 

a range of variables believed to account for why growth rates differ (Sachs and Werner, 

1997). Among the factors being explored are; levels and pattern of educational attainment 

(schooling); population growth, density of population and age structure, abundance of natural 

resources, personal and government savings, physical capital stock etc. 

 Recent research has added several specific ‘health indicators’ to these factors and 

looked at the links between them and socio-economic development of a country. There are 

direct and positive links between economic performance and health indicators. Economic 

historians have concluded that perhaps thirty per cent of the estimated per capita growth rate 

in Britain between 1780 and 1979 was a result of improvement in health and nutritional status 

(Fogel, 1997). A strong partial correlation exists between health (as proxied by life 
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expectancy) and output per worker and hence socio-economic development (Knowles and 

Owen, 1997). 

 There is growing realization over the fact that the rate of improvement in socio-

economic development has increased at much higher rate than increase in physical inputs. 

The greater realization of socio-economic development in comparison to the growth of 

physical inputs has been materialized due to continuous improvement in the level of 

educational attainment and availability of health facilities. The development and attainment 

of these facilities are therefore as important as physical capital formation (S. 

Sivasubramaniam, 2004). 

 Since it is difficult to consider all these aspects of development in a simple research 

paper presently an effort is made to understand the relationship between the level of 

educational attainment and workers participation rate. For the present work information has 

been collected for various socio religious groups in rural India. 

 

Education and Worker Participation Rates 

 The role of education is very critical in controlling and influencing the economic 

activities of a society at micro as well as macro level. A well educated individual is more 

capable and efficient to carry out the work in comparison to less educated counterpart and in 

return more educated people became entitles to get employment in highly technical economic 

activities and vice versa. The information about educational attainment in India is available in 

four broad categories; namely- not literate, secondary & below, higher secondary and 

graduate and above. Similarly data about worker participation rates is available in terms of 

primary sector, secondary sector and tertiary sector. To make both these information 

comparable we have merged the four broad categories of educational attainment into three as 

not literate, below secondary & higher secondary and graduates and above. 

 Generally it is believed that the economic activities in primary sector is more of 

unskilled and semi skilled type and illiterate individuals may have greater participation rates 

in this sector with no or very small training facilities. Similarly labour force with educational 

attainment up to the level of secondary & below and higher secondary may get their 

participation in secondary sector as they have required skills. The economic activities in 

tertiary sector are highly skilled and sophisticated which requires high level of human 

resource development and hence it may accommodate the labour force with educational 

attainment up to the level of graduation and above. If this relationship is to be assumed a 
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change in level of educational attainment should have its impact on worker participation rates 

in various sectors of the economy.  

 

Education and Worker Participation among Religious Groups 

 To achieve the task of development in its true sense the inclusion of each and every 

one, is must. India is a land of religions. Here a number of religious groups are living with 

each other democratically in harmonious environment. Among all religious groups, after 

Hindus, Muslims are very important. The other social groups of these two religions are Hindu 

upper cast, Muslim generals, Hindu OBC, Muslim OBC, Hindu schedule cast and schedule 

tribes and other minorities. 

 The current situation of Indian Muslims has alarmingly deteriorated despite the fact 

that they make up nearly 15 per cent of the national population. Although they are improving 

day by day for the last two decades and are learning to stand on their own feet. Bulk of Indian 

Muslim workforce, particularly rural Muslims is self employment in unorganized sector, 

constituting a fairly high majority of construction labour, rickshaw pullers, horse cart pullers, 

coolies, barbers, tailors, carpenters etc. (Beg Tahir, 1989). Their main source of income is 

agriculture that accounts 56.1 per cent (Abusaleh Shariff, 2000) which represents that a 

majority of Muslim population lives in rural areas. This low level/quality of economic 

participation of Muslims in rural areas is mainly caused by low educational attainment (Syed 

Najiullah, 2006). 

 

The Status of Rural Male 

 The educational status of rural male is given in table 1 for socio religious categories 

for the period of 1999-00 and 2009-10. In this respect the conclusions of all committees 

constituted to examine the socio economic and educational status of Muslims still seems to be 

effective which states that Muslims are living in very pathetic conditions and are only 

comparable with SCs and STs (Syed Najiullah, 2006). The figure for the period of 2009-10 

clearly state that illiteracy rate among the rural male in the Muslim community is higher than 

the all person illiteracy rate. It is 10% higher in comparison to other minority communities. 

The illiteracy in Muslim general is nearly 3 times of the Hindu upper caste. But this gap is 

narrow in case of Hindu Muslim OBC. The illiteracy level of rural male of Muslim is nearly 

equal to the Hindu SCs and slightly lower than the Hindu STs. 
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  In case of educational attainment up to the level of secondary and below opposite 

scenario can be witnessed in rural male for Muslim. Muslims are comparatively better as 

compared to all person and other minority communities. The condition of general Muslim is 

also better than the Hindu upper caste and same between Hindu OBC and Muslim OBC. The 

similar situation can be seen when we compare the Muslim with Hindu SCs and STs.  

The condition of male Muslim in rural India is very pathetic with respect to 

educational attainment up to the level of higher secondary and graduate and above. In terms 

of both these indicators of educational attainment the performance of male Muslim is very 

poor as compared to all person as well as other minorities. A similar gap prevails in case of 

Hindu upper caste and Muslim general. General Muslim have poorer educational attainment 

than the Hindu SCs and STs in case of higher secondary but relatively equal in case of 

graduate and above. This reveals that nearly 80% Muslim male in rural area are either 

educated up to the level of secondary & below or illiterate. Their share in higher secondary 

and graduate is very low. This may be the one and most important reason why male Muslims 

share a high worker participation rate in either primary sector or secondary sector in rural 

area. The other important conclusion can be drawn that since their level of educational 

attainment is low (which force them to be engaged more in primary and secondary sector 

where productivity is comparatively lower than the tertiary sector) their socio economic 

condition is also low.  

  A detail information about percentage change in level of educational attainment and 

workers participation rates of rural male is available in table 2 for various socio religious 

groups. It can be seen that a fall in illiteracy rate has been almost equally realized by Muslim, 

all person and other minorities however lowest fall in workers participation rate in primary 

sector has been realized by Muslims as compared to all person and other minorities. It is 

important to note here that the highest fall in illiteracy rate has been realised by Hindu SCs 

and STs and hence the workers participation rate in primary sector. 

The percentage change in the level of educational attainment up to the level of higher 

secondary and below is positive for all the socio religious groups and therefore for the 

workers participation rate in secondary sector for rural male over the period of 1999-00 to 

2009-2010. The highest beneficiaries are Hindu upper caste and Muslim OBC whose 

percentage change in worker participation rate are higher than the percentage change in their 

educational attainment. But in absolute term the highest increase in workers participation rate 

has been realised by Hindu SCs and STs followed by the Muslim general. 
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The pattern of percentage change in educational attainment at graduate & above and 

worker participation rates in tertiary sector is a great cause of concern for Muslims. The 

percentage change in educational attainment of all Muslim is not only less than the all person 

and other minorities but also less than Hindu SCs and STs. The performance of Muslim 

generals is worst as compare to Hindu upper caste and Muslim OBC lags behind the Hindu 

OBC. Further it can be said that Muslims are living really in sorry state in terms of their 

workers participation rate in tertiary sector. All the groups of Muslim have registered a 

negative change in workers participation rate revealing that the share of male Muslims in 

workers participation rate in tertiary sector has declined over the period of 1999-00 to 2009-

10. 

The information about educational attainment of rural female is given in table 3 for 

various socio religious categories. The table shows that the condition of rural Muslim female 

is not different from the rural Muslim male. The illiteracy rate of rural Muslim female is 

higher than the all person and about double than the other minorities. In case of Muslim 

general the illiteracy rate is two and half time higher than the upper caste Hindu. The status of 

rural Muslim female is just comparable with SCs & STs. The educational attainment of rural 

Muslim female up to secondary level is also not good as compared to all persons and other 

minorities. However the general rural Muslim female is in better position than the Hindu 

upper caste in this respect. Contrary to this female Muslim OBC in rural area failed in 

competing Hindu OBC as well as SCs & STs.  

 The data reveal that higher secondary level of education has been unmanageable for 

several Muslim female. Their attainment level is half than the all persons and nearly one 

fourth of other minorities. The condition of Muslim general is incomparable with Hindu 

upper caste as their attainment level is one fifth of the Hindu upper caste. The same situation 

prevails when we compare the status of Muslim OBC and Hindu OBC. The condition of all 

Muslim is even poorer than SCs and STs. 

 Educational attainment up to graduation and above seems to be a distant dream for 

rural Muslim female. Their attainment level is not only less than the all persons and other 

minorities but also poorer than the SCs. They are hardly better than the Hindu STs. Among 

all the socio religious categories the highest gap exists between Muslim general and Hindu 

upper caste. The member of Hindu OBC is also better than the Muslim OBC. 

The statistical information about the percentage change in educational attainment and 

workers participation rate is given in table 4 for rural female across the socio religious 
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categories between the year of 1999-00 and 2009-10. As it expected a fall in the illiteracy rate 

has brought down the workers participation rate in the primary sector for all socio religious 

categories. The highest decline in workers participation rate has been registered by both 

Hindu SCs and STs. The second highest fall in workers participation rate in primary sector is 

realised by all Muslims followed by other minorities. 

 There is positive change in workers participation rate in the secondary sector for all 

socio religious categories backed by a positive change in educational attainment up to higher 

secondary level. But the change in educational attainment has differential effect on workers 

participation rate for different categories. No doubt the highest rise in workers participation 

rate is realised by Hindu SCs and STs supported by highest rise in educational attainment but 

the general Muslim have registered almost same rise in workers participation rate even 

though the rise in their educational attainment is much lower than Hindu SCs and STs. The 

condition of all Muslim is better than the Hindu SCs and STs. The condition of all Muslim is 

also better than the all persons and other minorities and similarly for Muslim OBC as 

compare to Hindu OBC. In this way rural Muslim females are in better position than their 

counterpart. 

 Comparatively the rural Muslim female are in better position than the rural Muslim 

male in terms of workers participation rate in tertiary sector but as compare to other socio 

religious categories they are in trouble. The rise in workers participation rate of all Muslim 

female is lower than the all person and other minorities. The status of Muslim general is 

slightly weaker than the Hindu upper caste but as compare to the educational status their 

performance is good. 

 

Conclusion 

This reveals that nearly 80% Muslim male in rural area are either educated up to the 

level of secondary & below or illiterate. Their share in higher secondary and graduate is very 

low. This may be the one and most important reason why male Muslims share a high worker 

participation rate in either primary sector or secondary sector in rural area. The other 

important conclusion can be drawn that since their level of educational attainment is low 

(which force them to be engaged more in primary and secondary sector where productivity is 

comparatively lower than the tertiary sector) their socio economic condition is also low.  

It is important to note here that the highest fall in illiteracy rate has been realised by Hindu 

SCs and STs and hence the workers participation rate in primary sector. 
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The highest beneficiaries are Hindu upper caste and Muslim OBC whose percentage change 

in worker participation rate are higher than the percentage change in their educational 

attainment. But in absolute term the highest increase in workers participation rate has been 

realised by Hindu SCs and STs followed by the Muslim general. 

Educational attainment up to graduation and above seems to be a distant dream for rural 

Muslim female. Their attainment level is not only less than the all persons and other 

minorities but also poorer than the SCs. They are hardly better than the Hindu STs. Among 

all the socio religious categories the highest gap exists between Muslim general and Hindu 

upper caste. The member of Hindu OBC is also better than the Muslim OBC. 

As it expected a fall in the illiteracy rate has brought down the workers participation 

rate in the primary sector for all socio religious categories. The highest decline in workers 

participation rate has been registered by both Hindu SCs and STs. The second highest fall in 

workers participation rate in primary sector is realised by all Muslims followed by other 

minorities. 

Comparatively the rural Muslim female are in better position than the rural Muslim male in 

terms of workers participation rate in tertiary sector but as compare to other socio religious 

categories they are in trouble. The rise in workers participation rate of all Muslim female is 

lower than the all person and other minorities. The status of Muslim general is slightly 

weaker than the Hindu upper caste but as compare to the educational status their performance 

is good. 
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Table-1 Percentage Distribution of Persons by Education for Socio-religious categories 
(SRC) Rural Male 17-29 years 

Socio-religious 
Categories(SRC) 

Not 
Literate 

Secondary& 
below 

Higher 
Secondary 

Graduate& 
above 

Year 2009-10 2009-10 2009-10 2009-10 
Hindu- UC 3.31 60.18 24.49 12.02 
Hindu-OBC 10.30 65.84 17.49 6.37 
Hindu-SC 17.54 68.71 10.44 3.31 
Hindu-ST 19.63 67.85 9.59 2.43 

Muslim-OBC 18.16 68.96 8.28 4.61 
Muslim-General 15.66 73.01 8.27 3.06 

Muslim-All 17.17 71.07 8.19 3.57 
Other Minorities 7.84 64.31 21.36 6.49 

All Persons 12.26 66.25 15.48 6.01 
 Source: Computed from Observer Research Foundation, India Datalabs. 

Table-2 Educational Attainment and Workers Participation Rate for Rural Male 
                                                                       (Percentage Change during 1999-00 to 2009-10) 

Socio Religious Group Hindu- 
UC 

Muslim 
General 

Hindu 
OBC 

Muslim 
OBC  

Hindu SCs 
& STs 

Muslim 
All 

Other 
Minorities 

All 
Persons 

Not Literate  -6.04 -15.09 -13.9 -7.66 -33.55 -12.08 -12.56 -11.65

Primary Sector -5.09 -8.79 -7.77 -5.22 -18.43 -8.07 -11.65 -8.54 

Secondary & Below and 
Higher Secondary 

1.9 15.03 10.47 4.77 31.68 11.11 8.7 9.48 

Secondary Sector 2.79 9.48 5.57 5.47 15.48 8.18 8.66 6.85 

Graduate and Above 4.15 0.05 3.43 2.91 2.27 0.98 3.86 2.17 

Tertiary Sector 2.31 -0.69 2.21 -0.24 2.88 -0.11 2.99 1.68 

Source: Computed from Observer Research Foundation, India Datalabs 
Table-3 Percentage Distribution of Persons by Education for Socio-religious categories 

(SRC) Rural Female 17-29 years 
Socio-religious 

Categories(SRC) 
Not 
Literate 

Secondary& 
below 

Higher 
Secondary 

Graduate& 
above 

Year 2009-10 2009-10 2009-10 2009-10 
Hindu- UC 11.82 61.59 17.83 8.76 
Hindu-OBC 28.61 56.83 17.83 4.22 
Hindu-SC 37.15 54.05 6.36 2.43 
Hindu-ST 42.86 50.50 5.02 1.62 

Muslim-OBC 41.52 50.37 5.92 2.19 
Muslim-General 28.66 66.40 3.51 1.43 

Muslim-All 34.70 54.00 4.60 1.71 
Other Minorities 15.07 61.67 16.41 6.85 

All Persons 29.18 56.88 9.79 4.15 
 Source: Computed from Observer Research Foundation, India Datalabs. 
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Table-4 Educational Attainment and Workers Participation Rate for Rural Female 
(Percentage Change during 1999-00 to 2009-10) 

 
Socio Religious Group Hindu- 

UC 
Muslim 
General 

Hindu 
OBC 

Muslim 
OBC  

Hindu 
SCs & 
STs 

Muslim 
All 

Other 
Minorities 

All 
Persons 

Not Literate  -15.4 -28.58 -25.07 -7.68 -66.60 -20.22 -14.64 -20.91

Primary Sector -7.8 -14.61 -5.13 -6.87 -14.91 -10.2 -9.36 -6.99 

Secondary & Below and 
Higher Secondary 

10.49 27.65 29.63 6.65 50.37 14.2 11.68 18.49 

Secondary Sector 4 11.74 3.57 6.02 11.96 8.49 3 5.01 

Graduate and Above 4.91 0.93 2.93 1.03 3.01 1.03 2.49 2.42 

Tertiary Sector 3.81 3.16 1.55 0.84 6.40 1.7 6.37 1.97 

Source: Computed from Observer Research Foundation, India Datalabs. 

 


