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Abstract 

Socio-economic and political status is an important indicator to measure the 

development level of any community. This paper is based on the secondary data. The main 

objective of the study is to explore the socio-economic and political status of Muslims of 

India. Though there is paucity of literature and data about this classified as backward 

community, here an attempt is made to gather the data from various sources and put together 

in a systematic base in order to and analyze. Indicators such as population, Occupational 

status, urban population, sex ratio, literacy, Educational status, work participation rate, and 

the problems as concerned to a Minority group are discussed. Hence, one can easily 

understand the plight of the community who become the victims of a process of 

discrimination in Indian society.  
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Introduction 

The larger section of population of India, in contrast, is non-Muslim, but Muslim 

population is still the third largest in the world (following Indonesia and Pakistan). India has 

one of the most diverse indigenous populations. People belonging to many religions like 

Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism and Christianity live in this country since time 

immemorial. Muslims constitute the largest minority community with 14 percent population 

of this country at the end of 2001 census. They are not only the largest minority community, 

but their presence is visible in all the states and union territories. Nonetheless, discrimination, 

social stagnation and educational marginalization have cumulatively resulted in growing 

economic backwardness of the Muslims in large parts of the country (Sikand, 2006). This 

largest minority community has been relegated to the lowest socio-economic stratum 

amongst all religious minorities in the post-independent Indian society. More often the 

community has become the victim of program in which innumerable Muslims get affected. 

Moreover, it is often the minority community who were at disadvantage position in 

communal riots. In India it is evident that most of the communal riots occurred between the 
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majority and the minority groups. Muslims had been the victims of a process of invidious 

discrimination. 

As considerable evidence exists, a process of marginalization of minority 

communities exists in almost all societies. Muslims have negligible influence on the process 

of economic development (Beg, 1989). The socio-economic condition of Muslims has not 

improved much before and after the independence. In pre-Independent India, In this regard 

W. W. Hunter wrote, “Earlier it was impossible for a well-born Mussulmen to become poor; 

at present it is almost impossible for him to continue rich” (Hunter, 1969). There is widely 

held belief that Muslims have remained largely unaffected by the process of economic 

development and social change that have been taking place in independent India and their 

general economic condition has been deteriorating progressively (Ahmad, 1975). Until recent 

time there were no reliable statistics to explore the situation of Muslims including other 

religious minorities in India. For the first time, the data on Muslims socio-economic 

indicators have been released by National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO) through its 

43 round survey conducting during 1987-1988. The analyzed state wise data reveals us that 

the presentation of Muslims are poor in most of the socio-economic indicators like literacy, 

work participation rate, land ownership, government jobs and school continuation rate 

(Shariff,1995, Kuran and Singh, 2010). The High Power Panel under the chairmanship of Dr. 

Gopal Singh, set up by the Ministry of Home Affairs in the early 1980 to enquire into social 

and economic conditions of the Indian minorities, they found Muslims are backward. After 

23 years, again this is evident from the findings of the Prime Minister’s High Level 

Committee under the chairmanship of Justice Rajinder Sachar, constituted to enquire into 

socio-economic and educational status of Muslims (GOI, 2006). There appears a substantial 

difference in the socio-economic and political representation of major religious communities 

in India. Among all the religious communities, Muslims are the most socio-economically 

underdeveloped and politically under-representative community in Indian society, as the 

paper shall attempt to show. It has been noted that the underprivileged sections of this 

numerically significant minority group has not received social and political support from the 

state, if their position is compared with their counter part in the Hindu community (Dasgupta, 

2009).  

The poor situation of Muslims is similar in various Indian states except southern 

region comparatively. Moreover, no sociological inquiry has been made on Muslims to 

analyze the socio-economic and their political representation as a whole. They are 
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educationally most backward, economically poor and politically a powerless community of 

the country (Mainuddin, 2008 and Hussain, 2009). Although they constitute 25 percent of the 

total population of the state, yet no political party and religious leaders are known to have 

taken active interest in the social, economic and educational progress of the community and 

ensuring the safety and security (Dasgupta, 2009). However, academic research has to reflect 

the socio-economic and cultural realities of its age. The contemporary politicization of 

religion is such that a new focuses which can be called as ‘political economy and political 

demography of religions’ is the need of the hour (Sheriff, 1995). Even today it is important to 

understand that ‘the mainstreaming would require a significant change in the nature of 

politics (Besant, 2011). 

 

Indices of socio-economic condition of Muslims 

India has made a pledge to build an inclusive, plural and secular society which would 

equitably integrate its religious minorities while respecting their distinct identities and 

honoring difference. Even after 65 years of independence very little attention is paid in this 

regard. Minorities are the most vulnerable, in particular, the largest minority community, 

Muslims, who constitute 13.4 percent of the total population of India. They are excluded and 

discriminated in all the way possible. Until 2001 census the details related to Muslims were 

not included in the census, therefore the information related to Muslims didn’t exist in the 

official records too. At present here is an almost universal sentiment of fear and growing 

despair among minorities of the country especially Muslims. The comprehensive report on 

the socio-economic, educational and political representation status of Muslim communities 

by Justice Rajindar Sachar and his team constituted by United Progressive Alliance in 2005 ( 

UPA – Government headed by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh) drew the nation’s attention 

with astonishment. It is overwhelming to know that the overall statuses of Muslim OBCs are 

worse than the condition of Hindu OBCs. 

 

The findings of sachar committee 

 In the field of literacy the committee has found that the rate among Muslims is very 

much below than the national average. The gap between Muslims and the general 

average is greater in urban areas and women. 25 percent of children of Muslim 

parents in the 6-14 year age group have either never attended school or have dropped 

out.  
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 Muslim parents are not averse to mainstream education or to send their children to 

affordable Government schools. The access to government schools for children of 

Muslim parents is limited. 

 Bidi workers, tailors and mechanics need to be provided with social safety nets and 

social security. The participation of Muslims in the professional and managerial cadre 

is low. 

 The average amount of bank loan disbursed to the Muslims is 2/3 of the amount 

disbursed to other minorities. In some cases it is half. The Reserve Bank of India’s 

efforts to extend banking and credit facilities under the Prime Minister’s 15-point 

programme of 1983 has mainly benefited other minorities marginalizing Muslims. 

 There is a clear and significant inverse association between the proportion of the 

Muslim population and the availability of educational infrastructure in small villages. 

Muslim concentration villages are not well served with puce approach roads and local 

bus stops.  

 Substantially larger proportion of the Muslim households in urban areas are in the less 

than Rs.500 expenditure bracket  

 The presence of Muslims has been found to be only 3% in the IAS, 1.8% in the IFS 

and 4% in the IPS. 

 Muslim community has a representation of only 4.5% in Indian Railways while 

98.7% of them are positioned at lower levels. Representation of Muslims is very low 

in the Universities and in Banks. Their share in police constables is only 6%, in health 

4.4%, in transport 6.5%.  

 The information regarding the Scheme has not adequately percolated down. Even if 

the share of Muslims in elected bodies is low they and other under represented 

segments can be involved in the decision making process through innovative 

mechanisms. 

 Most of the variables indicate that Muslim-OBCs are significantly deprived in 

comparison to Hindu-OBCs. The work participation rate (WPR) shows the presence 

of a sharp difference between Hindu-OBCs (67%) and the Muslims. The share of 

Muslim-OBCs in government/ PSU jobs is much lower than Hindu-OBCs. 

 Only four percent of Muslims students actually go to madrasas primarily because 

primary state schools do not exist for miles. Therefore, the idea that Muslims prefer 

madrasa education was found to be not true.  
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 That there is “substantial demand from the community for fertility regulation and for 

modern contraceptives” and over 20 million couples are already use contraceptives. 

“Muslim population growth has slowed down as fertility has declined substantially”. 

This clarified and puts an end to any propaganda that there has been a Muslim 

conspiracy afoot since 1947 to reproduce mightily, and that a danger that the Indian 

Hindus will be reduced to a minority due to high birth rate of Muslims.  

 That Muslims wherever spoken to complained of suffering the twin calumnies of 

being dubbed “anti-national” and of being “appeased”. However, the Indian Muslim 

community as a whole had never indulged in anti-national activities and the 

conditions borne out by the committee's findings clearly explained that no 

"appeasement" had taken place. 

 There is a critical need to address the gap between government schemes and programs 

and access by the community. The recent report from the Ministry of the Minority 

affairs reveals that the financial allocations for development minorities have been 

underutilized. In the 11th National 5 Year Plan the outlay for religious minorities was 

Rs.1400 crore, but only 35% of the total amount allocated was used. 

 

Occupational status of Muslims 

Worker Population Ratios and Unemployment Rates, WPRs (Worker population 

ratios/rates) provide an idea of the extent of participation in economic activity by a specific 

population. As mentioned, ability to find work is a function of assets (both physical and 

others) and opportunities of work available. Given the endowments if the work available is 

not of the kind which a person prefers, s/he may not work.  These work preferences are a 

function of a variety of factors, social, cultural and economic. Moreover, non-availability of 

employment may result in situations that people (especially women) withdraw from the 

labour force. This is referred to in social science research as “discouraged worker effect”. 

Consequently, differences in WPRs reflect the differences in endowments as well as the 

nature and quantum of employment opportunities and often these complex links are difficult 

to untangle. 

Worker population ratios for Muslims are significantly lower than for all other SRCs 

in rural areas but only marginally lower in urban areas. The low aggregate work participation 

ratios for Muslims are essentially due to much lower participation in economic activity by 

women in the community; while they do not differ much for males in different communities. 
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Interestingly, work participation rates for Muslim women is much lower than even that for 

women belonging to other-caste Hindu households, where there may be socio-cultural 

constraints to women’s work. 

Overall, about 44 percent of women in the prime age group of 15-64 years in India 

participate in the workforce while about 85 per cent of men do so. However, on an average 

the workforce participation rate among Muslim women is only about 25 percent. In rural 

areas, while about 70 percent of the Hindu women participate in the workforce only about 29 

percent of the Muslim women do so. Even the Hindu women in rural areas have a higher 

participation rate which stands at 43 percent. The lower participation of women in rural areas 

is partly explained by the fact that Muslim households are less likely to be engaged in 

agriculture. The WPRs for Muslim women in urban areas are even lower (18 percent), 

presumably because work opportunities for women within the household are very limited. 

Such opportunities may be somewhat higher in rural areas with ownership (though limited) of 

land making participation of Muslim women somewhat higher in these areas.  

While 23 percent of the total population is below 10 years of age (that is, in the age 

range 0-9 years), 27 percent of the Muslim population falls in this range. Further, in the age 

group of 10-14 years, there is an excess of two percentage points for the Muslims. This is a 

situation of large young-age dependency. However, the share of the elderly is not high both 

for the general population as well as the Muslim population. Thus, old age dependency is not 

high. 

 

Distribution of Muslim population  

Muslims in India With over 172 million followers (2011), Islam is the second-largest 

religion in India after Hinduism. Muslims are the second largest community after Hindus 

forming 14.6% of the total population in India. Although history of Islam religion in India 

dates back to 12th century, the nation is currently home to over 10% of the world’s Muslim 

population. After Indonesia and Pakistan, India is home to third largest Muslim population in 

the world. Muslims or people following Islam are significantly present in large numbers all 

over India. Almost half of Indian Muslims (47%) lives in 3 states of Uttar Pradesh, West 

Bengal and Bihar. Muslims forms an important part of religious population in India as it’s the 

second largest community after Hindus. Hindus and Muslims together form an integral part 

of vibrant Indian culture. 
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At the beginning of the twentieth century, the Muslim population (in the post Partition 

areas) was close to 30 million and grew rather slowly up to 1921 and later moderately, as did 

the overall population. Partition led to large-scale migration, and in 1961, well after the major 

Partition-linked migration had ended, India's Muslim population was enumerated at 47 

million, about 10% of the total population of 439 million. The latest census, conducted in 

2001, enumerated 138 million Muslims out of India's total population of 1029 million.  

India's population has experienced a rapid growth after 1961, generally at a rate 

exceeding 2% per annum up to the 1990s and the interdental increase has been over 20% in 

each of the four decades since 1961. The growth has been fairly steady, with some decline 

seen towards the end of the century. Over the forty-year period 1961 to 2001, the population 

more than doubled, from 439 million to 1029 million, an increase of 134%. The rapid growth 

is attributed to a sharp fall in mortality; though fertility also declined, especially over the later 

portion of the period, the decline has not matched that in mortality. Population growth has 

been high for all the major religions over the period with the Muslim population increasing 

rapidly from 47 million to 138 million (Appendix Table 3.1). This amounts to an increase of 

194%, just short of trebling, and much higher than the average increase of 134%. The Muslim 

population growth has been close to 30% in each of the four interdental decades since 1961, 

with the latest decade showing a fall to a level just below 30%.The annual growth rate has 

averaged 2.7% over the period 1961-2001, well above the national average of 2.1%. 

By 2001, the share of Hindus had fallen to 80.5% and that of Muslims had risen to 

13.4%. This rise of 2.7% points between 1961 and 2001 is a consequence of the higher than 

average growth among Muslims. The shares of other minorities have remained nearly the 

same, though some small changes, a rise followed by a fall, occurred among Christians and 

Sikhs. The rise in the share of Muslims has been less than three percentage points over the 

four decades, that is, less than one point a decade.  

 

Literacy rate of Indian Muslims 

The most commonly used estimate of literacy is available in the Census. Just about 65 

% of India’s population is literate. Literacy levels are expectedly higher for males than for 

females - 75.3% against 53.7%. Literacy is also higher in urban areas (79.9%) than in rural 

areas (58.7%). This gap of about 20 percentage points between rural and urban areas and 

across gender has been a persistent feature of Indian society over the last two decades despite 

the increase in literacy levels during this period.  
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The low literacy level of Muslims and SCs/STs is well documented in research 

studies. In the mid 1960’s literacy levels of both these groups were low, and far lower than 

that of  ‘All Others’. In many States however, the position of SCs/STs was worse than that of 

the Muslims. The literacy rate among Muslims in 2001 was 59.1 %. This is far below the 

national average (65.1 %). If the SCs/STs, with an even lower literacy level of 52.2% and 

Muslims, are excluded, the remaining category of ‘All Others’ show a  high literacy level of 

70.8 %. In urban areas, the gap between the literacy levels of Muslims (70.1%) and the 

national average is 11 percentage points and in relation to the ‘All Others’ category it is 15 

percentage points. Although the levels ofliteracy are lower in rural areas (52.7% for 

Muslims), the gap between the compared categories is also narrower. It is important to note, 

however, that the SCs/STs are still the least literate group in both urban and rural India. 

Although the literacy levels of 64% and 68% amongst male SCs/STs and Muslims 

respectively are not low, they are far below the level for ‘All Others’ which is 81%. In 

contrast, Muslim women with a literacy level of 50% have been able to keep up with women 

of other communities and are much ahead of the SC/ST women in rural India. 

In Andhra Pradesh, for instance, 68% of Muslims are literate, compared to 61% for 

the state as a whole and 63% for ‘All Others’. When aggregate literacy levels among males 

and females are considered, Muslims (77% and 59%) are better off than ‘All Others’ (73% 

and 52%). But Muslim urban literacy levels are lower than all SRCs except SCs/STs among 

both genders. Andhra Pradesh highlights the fact that important dimensions of human 

development (like literacy) should not be analyzed only at the state level.  

 

Educational status of Muslims in India   

Education is not just a social amenity; it is the foundation of socio-economic development of 

a country.   
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Table 1: State wise Educational status Among the Muslims, India, 2001 

Administrative 
Divisions 

Unclassified 
Literates 

Primary 
Literates 

Secondary 
Literates 

Technical 
&Non-
technical 
Diploma 
Holders 

Graduates 
and 
above 

Literacy  
rate 

Percentage 
of 
Muslims 
to total 
Population 

India  17.489 21.187 7.446 0.198 1.728 48.05 13.43 
Jammu& 
kashmir 

10.93 16.985 9.496 0.039 2.558 40.01 66.97 

Himachal 
Pradesh 

15.46 22.776 8.555 0.2 1.253 48.24 1.97 

Punjab 13.156 20.196 8.28 0.107 1.112 42.85 1.57 

Chandigarh 14.409 26.243 9.714 0.141 2.625 53.13 3.95 

Uttarakhand 17.408 16.943 4.54 0.113 1.279 40.28 11.92 

Haryana 14.129 12.368 3.107 0.131 0.425 30.16 5.78 

Delhi 15.357 25.256 9.912 0.144 3.609 54.28 11.72 

Rajasthan 20.053 19.012 4.503 0.054 1.112 44.73 8.47 

Uttar Pradesh 15.229 16.146 4.996 0.088 1.355 37.81 18.5 

Bihar 13.741 12.91 4.471 0.151 1.479 32.75 16.53 

Sikkim 19.602 21.422 7.006 0.182 1.963 50.18 1.42 
Arunachal 
Pradesh 

13.852 21.2 9.412 0.276 2.162 46.90 1.88 

Nagaland 10.887 19.177 7.553 0.074 1.277 38.97 1.76 

Manipur 11.536 22.535 9.745 0.045 3.069 46.93 8.81 

Mizoram 28.28 31.152 6.09 0.188 1.485 67.19 1.14 

Tripura 24.953 20.962 2.682 0.022 0.89 49.51 7.95 

Meghalaya 13.06 12.824 6.306 0.066 1.392 33.65 4.28 

Assam 15.961 15.108 5.646 0.055 1.093 37.86 30.92 

West Bengal 23.711 18.248 3.768 0.029 0.964 46.72 25.25 

Jharkhand 17.382 17.903 6.62 0.122 1.779 43.81 13.85 

Orrisa 18.18 28.193 10.411 0.426 2.332 59.54 2.07 

Chattisgarh 19.378 31.163 13.98 0.347 4.852 69.72 1.97 
Madhya 
Pradesh 

20.334 26.258 8.396 0.105 2.654 57.75 6.37 

Gujrat 19.049 30.595 10.357 0.313 1.584 61.90 9.06 

Daman & Diu 16.815 32.733 17.572 0.586 2.752 70.46 7.76 
Dadra & 
Nagar Haveli 

16.999 32.434 14.117 1.15 2.759 67.46 2.96 

Maharastra 19.809 30.014 12.745 0.231 2.635 65.43 10.6 
Andhra 
Pradesh 

15.29 24.462 14.27 0.463 3.397 57.88 9.17 

Karnataka 18.148 26.58 11.132 0.689 2.237 58.79 12.23 

Goa 17.511 27.628 15.431 0.54 2.81 63.92 6.84 

Lakshdweep 25.151 36.406 8.83 1.204 1.164 72.75 95.47 

Kerela 19.311 41.641 12.676 0.716 1.628 75.97 24.7 

Tamilnadu 18.409 36.65 13.87 0.509 2.732 72.17 5.56 

Pondicherry 12.906 41.167 17.376 0.824 4.042 7631 6.09 
Andman& 
Nicobar 

14.044 39.446 20.297 0.94 4.941 79.67 8.22 

Source; Census of India, Tab C-9, 2001 
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Ensuring quality school education to all is the foundation upon which any further 

advances towards a knowledge society must be based. 

Thus, the importance of education cannot be denied when socio-economic 

development of any region is talked about. It was observed that more than half of the total 

Muslim Indian Population i.e., 53.95 percent is illiterate with 17.48 percent literate people 

just for the name sake only. Apart from it, 21.18 percent people have completed their primary 

education only, whereas, the percent share of secondary literates among the Muslims is only 

7.44 percent. The Muslims with technical and non-technical diploma courses are only 0.19 

percent and in the higher studies their share is only 1.728 percent. Muslim’s literacy rate is 

highest (79.67 percent) in Adman and Nicobar Island but they constitute only 8.22 percent of 

the total Population. The states with comparatively larger share of Muslims in higher 

education are namely, Adman and Nicobar. Apart from it majority of the Muslim literate 

people are either literate without any educational level (17.49 percent) or they are primary 

literates (21.19 percent). Technical education or higher education is meager among the 

Muslim. Here one thing is clear that percent share of Muslims in higher education is more, 

mainly in the least developed tribal areas, whereas, technical education among the Muslims is 

higher is the southern state. 

 

Participation of Muslims in Government Services 

Governments, at the National and State services, a large number consists of educated 

and technically trained workforce. These are normally life-time or ‘permanent’ jobs. These 

jobs not only entail participation in decision making at different levels of government but also 

involve opportunities for mass contact in the process of implementing government programs, 

providing services as health workers, agricultural extension workers, school teachers etc., or 

providing security as police personnel. Adequate participation of different SRCs in both the 

decision making processes and in the provision of services that involve mass contact is 

desirable.  

As mentioned above, government is one of the largest employers. The public sector 

also contributes significantly to the gross domestic product (GDP) and domestic capital 

formation (GDCF).  Many of these investments affect the incomes and employment of 

various sections of the population. Thus, while regular secure employment in the government 

sector provides ample security they can also influence decision making process in several 
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ways which affect different sections of the population. While secondary data from the Census 

and NSSO analyzed Muslim participation in government jobs 

Table2: Muslim Employees in Government Sector Employment 
Department / 
Institution s 
Reporting 
 

Reported no.of 
Employees 
 

Reported 
number of 
Muslim 
Employees 

Muslims as 
percentage to 
reported 
Employees 

State level – departments 4452851 278385 6.3 
Railways 1418747 64066 4.5 
Banks and RBI 680833 15030 2.2 
Security Agencies 1879134 60517 3.2 
Postal service 275841 13759 5.0 
Universities 137263 6416 4.7 
All Reported Government 
Employment (Excludes 
PSUs) 

8844669 438173 4.9 

Central PSUs*** 687512 22387 3.3 
States PSUs 745271 80661 10.8 
All PSUs 1432783 103048 7.2 

          CRPF, CISF, BSF, SSB and other agencies; **129 Universities (Central and State) and 84 Colleges; 
       *** Data from 154 PSUs 

 

In all, data pertaining to 88 lakhs employees was received by the Committee from 

different government departments, agencies and institutions; of which only 4.4 lakhs or 5% 

are reported to be Muslims. Information on 1.4 million PSU workers shows that Muslims 

constituted only 3.3% of Central PSUs and 10.8% of the State level PSUs from which data 

was received. (Table 2) 

 

Problem of Muslims as a minority group in India 

The Indian Constitution is committed to the equality of citizens and the responsibility 

of the State to preserve, protect and assure the rights of minorities in matters of language, 

religion and culture. That is why our national leaders while framing the Constitution, 

emphasized the doctrine of unity in diversity.  

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National, 

Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities says that the promotion and protection of the 

rights of persons belonging to such minorities contribute to the political and social stability of 

the countries in which they live. Meeting their aspirations and ensuring their rights 

acknowledges the dignity and equality of all individuals and furthers participatory 

development. This in turn contributes to the lessening of tensions among groups and 

individuals. These factors are major determinants for stability and peace. All developed 
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countries and most developing ones give appropriate emphasis to looking after the interests 

of minorities. Thus, in any country, the faith and confidence of the minorities in the 

functioning of the State in an impartial manner is an acid test of its being a just  State.   

India has achieved significant growth and development. It has also been successful in 

reducing poverty and improving crucial human development indicators such as levels of 

literacy, education and health. There are indications, however, that not all religious 

communities and social groups have shared equally the benefits of the growth process. 

Among these, the Muslims, the largest minority communities in the country, constituting 13.4 

per cent of the population, are seriously lagging behind in terms of most of the human 

development indicators. While the perception of deprivation is widespread among Muslims, 

there has been no systematic effort since Independence to analyze the condition of religious 

minorities in the country.  

 

Main Problems Faced by Minorities (Muslims) in India: 

Some of the main problems faced by minorities in India are as follows: 

 Problem of identity: The differences in socio-cultural practices, history and 

backgrounds, minorities have to grapple with the issue of identity everywhere which 

give rise to the problem of adjustment with the majority community. 

 Problem of security: Different identity and their small number relative to the rest of 

the society develop feeling of insecurity about their life, assets and well-being. This 

sense of insecurity may get accentuated at times when relations between the majority 

and the minority communities in a society are strained or not much cordial. 

 Problem relating to equity: The minority community in a society may remain deprived 

of the benefit of opportunities of development as a result of discrimination. The 

difference in identity, the minority community develops the perception of the sense of 

inequity. So far as the problems of Muslims are concerned, which is the largest 

minority community in India, they fall into three categories: 

(a) Problems those are common to all poor people. 

(b) Problems those are common to all minorities. 

(c) Problems those are specific to Muslims only. 
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CONCLUSION 

Analysis shows that while there is considerable variation in the conditions of Muslims 

across states, the Community exhibits deficits and deprivation in practically all dimensions of 

development. In addition to the 'development deficit', the perception among Muslims that 

they are discriminated against and excluded is widespread, which exacerbates the problem. 

It may be emphasized that socio-economic backwardness and political alienation have 

given rise to some important questions as far as minority community is concerned. After six 

decades of independence, Muslims in India are lagging behind other community in terms of 

socio-economic condition and politically representation. In some districts Muslim constitute 

more than half of the total population. But the major concern is that they do not constitute the 

urban bulk of the population as 2001 census data shows that only 16 percent Muslims live in 

urban area. Being a rural community in India means, they are bound to be socio-economically 

poor. Balance sex ratio is an indicator of equal status of men and women. Moreover, it also 

indicates the level of socio-economic development in a society or within a community. 

Among the various religious communities the Muslims’ sex ratio is 933 which is one point 

more than the majority community (Hindus: 932). District level data reveals that in almost all 

districts sex ratio of this minority community is better than the state average and the majority 

community. But this does not lead the conclusion that Muslims are socio-economically better. 

Others Literacy rate are low among the Muslims in the states and it is worse in those areas 

where Muslims constitute half or more population. Educational attainment of this minority 

community is much less as compared to the averages the educational level increases the 

percentage of Muslims educational attainment decreases sharply. This trend of course puts an 

impediment in the development of the community as education is supposed to be the main 

instrument for bringing about social, economic and political inclusion and durable integration 

of people particularly those ‘excluded’, from the mainstream of any society. Democracy has 

no meaning if minorities are not secure and also do not get proper share in economic, social 

and political development in proportion to their population. However, it needs to be pointed 

out that without political empowerment, socio-economic and political development of 

Muslims will be a utopian approach and vice versa.   
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