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ABSTRACT 

To achieve the highest literacy as well as success in primary education government 

has taken several drives to enroll students in primary and upper primary schools from the 

time of independence. Some of these drive-phases are operation black board (1986), District 

Primary Education Programme (1994), Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (2002). First phase drive for 

secondary level education launched in 2009 as Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan 

throughout the country. This aims to realize universalisation of secondary education, by 

development of quantity in enrolment number and development in quality of secondary 

education. To know the perception of students on this new dive-phase of secondary 

education, this study conducted among parents of Kolkata and Uttar Dinajpur districts. To 

measure the perception about Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan among the guardian’s 

of class IX and X students in term of 18 variables viz. Age of respondent (X1), Educational 

qualification (X2), Occupation (X3),  Size of family (X4), Number of school going children in 

the family (X5), Children study in  class IX and X of family (X6), Need of private tuition 

(X7), Causes behind private tuition (X8), Additional boost up  given by RMSA (X9), 

Shortfalls of present secondary education system (X10), remedial measures of secondary 

education (X11), Social awareness (X12), Social involvement (X13), Improvement through 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (X14), Achievement of UEE (X15), Role of Mid-day meal (X16), 

Initiation of MDM at Secondary level (X17), ways for Successful execution of MDM (X18) 

were found to bear substantial impact on the level of perception on Rashtriya Madhyamik 

Shiksha Abhiyan (Y) of the guardians of students. This study is to construct a scientific, 

effective and very operational statistical model to analyses the roles, responsibilities and 

functions of parents in the educational process of their children with the Correlation 

Coefficient, Multiple and Step down Regression Analysis.  This study confirms that the 

assessment model would be one of the good diagnostic prescriptions.  

 

KEYWORDS: Parents’ Literacy, SSA, Mid-day meal, UEE, RMSA, USE, and Regression Effect.  
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INTRODUCTION  

India has one of the largest education systems in the world after China. However, 

issues like quality education and access remain Challenges in some parts of the country. The 

Right to Education (RTE) is now a Fundamental right for all children in the age group of 6 to 

14 years. In simple words, it means that the Government will be responsible for providing 

education to every child up to the eighth standard, free at of cost, irrespective of class and 

gender. 

The Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan is a flagship scheme of Government of 

India, launched in 2009, to enhance access to secondary education and improve its quality. 

The implementation of the scheme started from 2009-10 to generate human capital and 

provide sufficient conditions for accelerating growth and development and equity as also 

quality of life for everyone in India. Largely built upon the successes of SSA and, like SSA, 

RMSA leverages support from a wide range of stakeholders including multilateral 

organisations, advisors and consultants, research agencies and institutions. The scheme 

involves multidimensional research, technical consulting, implementation and funding 

support.  

Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan has been launched in the state West Bengal 

officially in 2010 to move towards universalisation of secondary education with the help of 

Government of India. To fill up the gaps between male and female (11.15%) literacy, gaps 

between urban and rural literacy (12.57%) of major concern despite of increase in literacy 

rate. It would also provide secondary schooling facility to every aspiring child within the 

catchment area of five kilometres.  

Research has shown that the gains to be made by training parents not just to listen to 

their children read but to teach them to read. This of course, requires a change of mindset on 

the part of many stakeholders, a move from seeing “teaching” as the sole preserve of school 

staff. This represents a significant shift away from what might be called the “hegemony of 

education” being held only by school staff to an understanding that the learning of children 

needs support from all involved. To give the best support to that learning, the agency of 

parents must be acknowledged and fostered. 

The findings of Letha Rammohan (2010) also indicate that there is no difference 

between boys and girls regarding their approach to exams and career. Parental influence 

especially parental support affects the academic orientation of children at Class XI level. 

Family plays a significant role in the educational progress of the children. The present study 
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revealed that parental influence especially parental support affects the academic orientation 

of children at Class XI. As regards to parental pressure Class XI students hardly feel parental 

pressure. On the other hand they derive encouragement especially from fathers. This would 

make children more competent, and less apprehensive about their future. Family anxieties do 

not seem to significantly affect the academic orientation. The study also reveals that both 

boys and girls are not much affected by parental pressure. It is generally believed that most of 

today’s parents pressurise their children into doing what they (parents) want them to do. 

However, this study has shown that though there is parental pressure, support is perceived to 

be greater than pressure. At the same time parents are ambitious that their children ensure 

future security and have financial stability
i
. 

The study of Mahmood Khan and Feeroz Koul (2011) reveals that the mid-day meal 

scheme is helping in universalisation of primary education by improving enrolment and 

regularity of attendance. Under this scheme of SSA, large numbers of schools have been 

opened in habitations and slums to increase the literacy rate in these areas. All the Education 

Guarantee Scheme (EGS) centres are housed in single rooms donated by Education 

Volunteers (EV’s) themselves. Though maximum number of teachers has been trained still a 

small percentage (2%) of teachers has received no training. The study also reveals that the 

overall enrolment of Gujjars and Bakerwals is 447 which include 241 (54%) boys and 206 

(46%) girls. The overall enrolment of Gujjars and Bakerwals is 447 which is 2% of the total 

enrolment (23590)
ii
. 

In the study of Shaakshi Jain and Meenakshi Mittal (2013) has comprehensively 

assessed the SSA and has shown that in some aspects the programme has done well in 

working towards its objectives. However, some loopholes have been identified, which are 

negatively affecting its efficacy. These are: Low awareness level about the objectives and 

provisions under the programme since so much of money is being pumped into the 

programme it is suggested that awareness should be created among the people regarding the 

programme. At first, the principals of the schools should be made aware of all the objectives 

of the programme as well as the provisions that are made under it, so that the principals could 

disseminate the same information among the teacher and students. Also awareness campaigns 

need to be launched at the community level to make the people aware about SSA. Even 

though this being done through mass media, it needs to be reinforced through localised 

campaigns and door-to-door visits
iii
. 
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The study of Shabana Begum and Khalida has (2013) found that the main effect of variables 

such as parental support and Gender have significant influence on children's curiosity. But 

the main effect of type of school had no significant impact on children's curiosity. Findings 

further reveal significant first and second order interaction effect of parental support, Gender 

and Type of school on children's curiosity. All these result proved a positive impact of 

parental support on children's curiosity
iv
. 

The study of Geeta Rai (2014) has a lot of significance for parents and adolescents as 

it deals with the important aspects of adolescent’s developmental variables like aspiration and 

academic performance which is determined by the parental encouragement provided to them. 

The findings of the study will give an insight to parents to develop a positive attitude in their 

children and provide them with emotional security
v
. 

 

Methodology and Area of Study 

The present study is based on intensive individual survey conducted during January to 

August 2014. Ten (10) different secondary schools of each of block which was selected on 

random basis out of hundred eighty (187) Secondary school were selected from Uttar 

Dinajpur district. The sample size of this study is 200 among parents of class IX and X 

students of the two parts of the district (Sample size of each block is 100). From each school, 

10 students were selected on random basis whose parents are the respondents. Sampling was 

conducted with random sampling method. Tool used to collect data through structured 

schedule questionnaires with 44 different open questions/ opinion/ option/ views/ comment/ 

answers were placed before the respondents. Generally, guardians of class IX and X students 

were chosen as respondents for this study. 

A Similar study was conducted during January to August 2014 in Kolkata. 20 different 

secondary schools of each of north, south, east & west part of Kolkata district were chosen 

(five schools of each area) which was selected on random basis out of 713 Secondary 

schools. The sample size of this study is 200 among parents of class IX and X students of the 

four parts of the district (Sample size of each part is 50). From each school, 10 students were 

selected on random basis whose parents (either father or mother) are the respondents. 

Sampling was conducted with random sampling method. Tool used to collect data by pre-

structured questionnaires with 44 different open/close ended questions or cluster of questions 

were placed before respondents. Generally, guardians of class IX and X students were chosen 

as respondents for this study.  
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Thus the total number of respondent selected for the study was 400 with equal contribution 

from lowest literate districts like Uttar Dinajpur and highest literate districts like Kolkata. 

 

Objective of the study  

1. To assess the level of perception on Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (Y) of 

guardian.  

2. To examine the role of parents’ socio-economic and educational background on the 

Educational process of their children.  

3. To assess the socio-personal and attitudinal casual variable viz. Age of respondent 

(X1), Educational qualification (X2), Occupation (X3),  Size of family (X4), Number of 

school going children in the family (X5), Children study in  class IX and X of family 

(X6), Need of private tuition (X7), Causes behind private tuition (X8), Additional 

boost up  given by RMSA (X9), Shortfalls of present secondary education system 

(X10), remedial measures of secondary education (X11), Social awareness (X12), Social 

involvement (X13), Improvement through Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (X14), Achievement 

of UEE (X15), Role of Mid-day meal (X16), Initiation of MDM at Secondary level 

(X17), and ways for Successful execution of MDM (X18). 

4. To estimate the nature of interdependency between and among the causal and 

consequent variable as postulated in the above segment.  

5. To isolate the causal variable’s substantial effect on the level of perception on RMSA 

(Y) out of these 18 causal variables for formulating a strategy of intervening 

Universalisation of Secondary Education (USE).  

  

Statistical analysis  

To assess the nature and extent of causal factors viz. Age of respondent (X1), 

Educational qualification (X2), Occupation (X3),  Size of family (X4), Number of school 

going children in the family (X5), Children study in  class IX and X of family (X6), Need of 

private tuition (X7), Causes behind private tuition (X8), Additional boost up  given by RMSA 

(X9), Shortfalls of present secondary education system (X10), remedial measures of secondary 

education (X11), Social awareness (X12), Social involvement (X13), Improvement through 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (X14), Achievement of UEE (X15), Role of Mid-day meal (X16), 

Initiation of MDM at Secondary level (X17), and ways for Successful execution of MDM 

(X18) on the level of perception on RMSA (Y), the data as collected through structured 

schedules were quantified and subsequently statistically analyzed by adopting Mean, 
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Correlation, Discriminatory analysis method and ranking method. Here, the dependent 

variable i.e. the level of perception on RMSA ‘Y’ (Y=Y1+Y2+Y3) is the combination of three 

predictor variables viz. Y1, Y2, and Y3 which have agglomerated effect in making the 

perceptional level on RMSA.  

 

Result and Discussion 

Table I: Values of linear discriminate coefficient against 18 causal variables 

 

Variables     Linear Discriminant Coefficient (D
2
)  

Age of respondent (X1)      0.0035536 

Educational qualification (X2)     0.0001785 

Occupation of guardian (X3)                                                 0.0004604 

Size of family (X4)                 0.0088484 

Number of School going children of family(X5)                    0.0001898 

Children study in class IX and X of family(X6)                    0.0043838 

Need of private tuition (X7)                0.0026854 

Causes behind private tuition (X8)          0.0096894 

Additional boost up given by RMSA (X9)    0.0533398 

Shortfalls of present secondary education system (X10)  0.0000081 

Ways for betterment of secondary education (X11)              0.0000608    

Social awareness (X12)                 0.0144969 

Social involvements (X13)                0.0054906 

Improvement through SSA (X14)               0.0082701 

Achievement of UEE (X15)                0.0209845 

Role of Mid-day Meal (X16)                  0.0093047 

Initiation of MDM for Secondary level(X17)              0.0010186 

Ways for Successful execution of MDM (X18)             0.0009594  

 

The Table I shows the  D
2
 based statistics and its corresponding Linear Discriminant 

Coefficient of the eighteen variable viz. Age of respondent (X1), Educational qualification 

(X2), Occupation (X3),  Size of family (X4), Number of school going children in the family 

(X5), Children study in  class IX and X of family (X6), Need of private tuition (X7), Causes 

behind private tuition (X8), Additional boost up  given by RMSA (X9), Shortfalls of present 

secondary education system (X10), remedial measures of secondary education (X11), Social 

awareness (X12), Social involvement (X13), Improvement through Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
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(X14), Achievement of UEE (X15), Role of Mid-day meal (X16), Initiation of MDM at 

Secondary level (X17), and Ways for Successful execution of MDM (X18).  

Table II: Means, their differences and ‘r’ values of variables with respect to perceptional levels.  

   

                                                              High Level Low Level Mean  

      N1= 200  N2= 200  Difference     ‘r’ 

     Variables     Mean Value Mean Value (MD) Value 

  

Age of respondent (X1)    42.5800  42.5679  0.0121            0.0428 

Educational qualification (X2)              6.5650  6.5578  0.0072         0.1371* 

Occupation (X3)                                                           4.5250  4.5226  0.0024           0.2022** 

Sizes of family (X4)    5.3650  5.3718  0.0068        0.1148**                                         

Number of School going children of family (X5) 1.6850  1.6834  0.0016        0.0240 

Children study in class IX and X of family (X6) 1.0450  1.0452  0.0002           0.0083 

Need of private tuition (X7)   1.0250  1.0251  0.0001        0.2312** 

Causes behind private tuition (X8)           1.2000  1.1960  0.0040       0.0561 

Additional boost up given by RMSA (X9)  0.8450  0.8492  0.0042       0.0477 

Shortfalls of present secondary education (X10)    0.3200  0.3216  0.0016       0.1276* 

Ways for betterment of secondary education (X11) 0.3050  0.3065  0.0015       0.1158* 

Social awareness (X12)             1.9150  1.9146  0.0004       0.1702** 

Social involvements (X13)               0.1600  0.1608  0.0008       0.1813** 

Improvement through SSA (X14)               2.9100  2.9096  0.0005         -0.0483 

Achievement of UEE (X15)   6.8600  6.8493  0.0107         0.0057 

Role of Mid-day meal (X16)   6.2250  6.2361  0.0111       0.1072* 

Initiation of MDM for Secondary level (X17)   0.9250  0.9246  0.0004       0.1796** 

Ways for Successful execution of MDM (X18)  1.0400  1.0302  0.0098       0.0027 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Critical value 0.05 level one tail + or - 0.087   *Significant at 5% level  

Critical value 0.01 level two tail + or - 0.114   ** Significant at 1% level  

 

 

Table II shows the results as above give the mean values and their differences with 

significance of 18 variables for high and low level of retentively among guardians of Kolkata 

and Uttar Dinajpur districts of West Bengal respectively. The high perceptional level means 

the higher involvement and higher understanding about the overall activities of Rashtriya 

Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan and on the other hand low perceptional level means the lower 

involvement and superficial understanding about the activities of Rashtriya Madhyamik 

Shiksha Abhiyan. Here, in this table, high level of perception always does not necessarily to 

carry the high value and the same is true for the low level perception also and it does not 

always carry the low value.  

Out of these nineteen variables, 18 variables viz. Educational qualifications (X2), 

occupation (X3), size of family (X5), need of private tuition (X7), short fall of present 

education system (X10), Ways for betterment of secondary education (X11), Social awareness 

(X12), Social involvements (X13), Role of Mid-day meal (X16), and Initiation of Mid-day meal 

for Secondary level (X17) show their significant level of impact in differentiating the high and 
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low level of perception among the guardians of students of class IX and X of Kolkata and 

Uttar Dinajpur districts.  

 

The mean value of the variable like Educational qualification (X2) of the guardians for 

the two districts Kolkata and Uttar Dinajpur are 6.5650 and 6.5578 respectively. It is not 

alone sufficient in explaining differences between high and low level of perception.  

Guardians of Kolkata district have the higher mean value of their educational 

qualifications than their counterparts of Uttar Dinajpur district. Higher educational 

qualifications mean the higher educational achievements which enable them in understanding 

the problems of secondary education system. Guardians live in Kolkata district, which is also 

the capital of the state; have got some added advantage of getting them involved in enhancing 

their educational qualifications. The coefficient of correlation between the level of perception 

and the variable X2 shows the strong significance. 

Guardians of surrounding Kolkata got the more opportunity due to geographical, 

natural, social, and administrative position than their counterpart of the other districts like 

Uttar Dinajpur. So, more interactional experiences make possible to perceive subjects 

associated with the secondary education to realize the basic quandaries of secondary 

education system of the concerned district as well as the activities of the recently launched 

through Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan. Hence, the variable X3 has strong positive 

impact on the level of perception to discriminate between its high and low value. 

Again, the mean value of family size of educational administrator in Kolkata District 

is 5.3650 and the same for Uttar Dinajpur District is 5.3718. The coefficient of correlation of 

the variable X4 has strong negative impact (-0.1148**) on the level of perception which 

ultimately determines in discrimination of the high and low level of perception about 

Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan. The negative sign indicates that the low family size 

or low family burden helps the guardians in devoting the maximum time for the cause of 

education. Thus, the low mean value of family size means the high level of perception. 

The mean value of need of private tuition in Kolkata district is 1.0250 whereas that in 

Uttar Dinajpur district is 1.0251 which indicates the thinking of guardians that the children of 

classes IX & X of Kolkata district are not dependent on private tuition as that of Uttar 

Dinajpur’s high dependence on private tuition. It means guardian of Kolkata more conscious 

about importance of secondary education and its examination in preparing their children for 

the ensuing board examination. It indicates that guardian of Kolkata district engaged in 

helping their children to understand their school subjects which will help them in 
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understanding the present scenario of secondary education. The positive correlation value of 

the variable indicates that the high mean value of need of private tuition X7 in Uttar Dinajpur 

district would contribute the high level of perception in realizing the operational area of 

Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan. 

The mean value of the shortfalls of the present secondary education system X10 has 

low value in Kolkata district (0.3200) than Uttar Dinajpur district (0.3216). The mean value 

for Kolkata indicates that availability of secondary schools, building, classroom and other 

infrastructural amenities due to its metropolitan character.  So the parents view on shortfalls 

of secondary education is positive but at the same time its mean value is low. Whether the 

high mean value (0.3216) of Uttar Dinajpur indicates the high range of shortfalls that there 

lacks of secondary schools, teachers, buildings, classrooms and other basic amenities. The 

correlation value of the variable X10 shows the positive bearing on the predictor variable 

which also justifies the fact.  

It is the fact that guardians of Uttar Dinajpur has identified the major shortfalls of the 

present secondary education system and it is possible for them to prescribe the way for 

betterment of present secondary education system in order to help while executing Rashtriya 

Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan in the district in special and the whole state in general. It 

signifies the high level (r = 0.1158*) in comparison of perceptions of guardians of two 

districts. 

 

Mean value variable social awareness of Kolkata district is high (1.9150) than the Uttar 

Dinajpur district (1.9146). It signifies the fact of causes and availability of social issues to be 

addressed. That is why guardians of Kolkata were socially aware.  

On the other hand, one positive sign is that the guardians of Uttar Dinajpur in spite of 

their so many lapses they involved more in social activities. Similarly, the need of mid-day 

meal for the students of Uttar Dinajpur is more than that of Kolkata.  

In the same premises, students up to class VIII were given mid-day meal while 

students of classes IX & X were not getting the same would create the negative impact 

among those students as well as their parents. 
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Table - III: Percentage Contribution of Individual Character to the Total Distance Measurement.  

             Coefficient X Coefficient X 

Code  Variables Mean  Mean  Percentage 

No.       Coefficient Difference Difference Contribution Rank 

 

X1  0.0035536 0.0121  4.30E-05 5.941358 V  

X2  0.0001785 0.0072  1.28E-06 0.176967  

X3  0.0004604 0.0024  1.09E-06 0.151088 

X4  0.0088484 -0.0068  6.04E-05 8.344479 IV  

X5  0.0001898 0.0016  2.99E-07 0.041306   

X6  0.0043838 -0.0002  9.86E-07 0.13629  

X7  0.0026854 -0.0001  3.36E-07 0.046382 

X8  0.0096894 0.0040  3.88E-05 5.35536  VI  

X9  0.0533398 -0.0042  2.25E-04 31.13938 I 

X10  0.0000081 -0.0016  1.30E-08 0.001791   

X11  0.0000608 -0.0015  9.27E-08 0.012812  

X12  0.0144969 0.0004  6.16E-06 0.851326  

X13  0.0054906 -0.0008  4.39E-06 0.606934  

X14  0.0082701 0.0005  3.72E-06 0.514227  

X15  0.0209845 0.0107  2.25E-04 31.02517 II  

X16  0.0093047 -0.0111  1.04E-04 14.30323 III  

X17  0.0010186 0.0004  3.82E-07 0.05278 

X18  0.0009594 0.0098  9.40E-06 1.299145 

 

 

Table III showed the percentage contribution of each variable to the total 

discrimination. Out of the 18 variables considered only Additional boost up given by RMSA 

X9 (31.14 %), Achievement of UEE X15 (31.03 %), Role of Mid-day meal X16  (14.30 %), 

Sizes of family X4 (8.34 %), Age of the respondents X1 (5.94 %), and Reasons behind private 

tuition X8  (5.35 %) in a cluster contributed more towards the total discrimination. Hence, 

Additional boost up given by RMSA, Achievement of UEE, Role of Mid-day meal, Sizes of 

family, Age of the respondents, and Reasons behind private tuition have been found to be key 

discriminators and Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan should pay attention on these 

factors in dealing with the problem of high or low perceptional level among guardians.  
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Conclusion 

Education has a very wide connotation as it concerns every individual in the society. 

The process of learning is the vehicle by which the individual is changed from a bundle of 

potentialities to an active organism with ideas, habits, skills, preferences and other 

distinguishing personality characters. The research problem of the present study was to 

isolate the factors which are largely responsible between High and Low Level of opinion 

among Parents of West Bengal about Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan. 

In an attempt to search the socio-economic, cultural, and environmental factors 

resulting the perceptional level among the guardians at the operational stage of Rashtriya 

Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan, some prominent factors such as Age of respondent (X1), 

Educational qualification (X2), Occupation (X3),  Size of family (X4), Number of school 

going children in the family (X5), Children study in  class IX and X of family (X6), Need of 

private tuition (X7), Causes behind private tuition (X8), Additional boost up  given by RMSA 

(X9), Shortfalls of present secondary education system (X10), remedial measures of secondary 

education (X11), Social awareness (X12), Social involvement (X13), Improvement through 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (X14), Achievement of UEE (X15), Role of Mid-day meal (X16), 

Initiation of MDM at Secondary level (X17), and ways for Successful execution of MDM 

(X18) have been identified. It indicates while low level perception is the flamboyant 

consequence, observable in the micro-school environment, many more causes are enrooted 

into the subsystem like Additional boost up given by RMSA, Achievement of UEE, Role of 

Mid-day meal, Sizes of family, Age of the respondents, Reasons behind private tuition and 

even attitudinal behavior of the parents. To deeply understand positively inter-related 

subsystems and system of secondary education, the perceptional level of the guardians and 

the fulfillment of the objectives as laid down in RMSA, many more factors could have been 

emerged as path finder in such type of studies.  
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