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Abstract 

This paper traces the life and conditions of peasants of medieval India as described by 

Babur in his book Baburnama. Mobility was one of the prominent features of the social and 

economic life of medieval India. There were various causes of migration such as, availability 

of abundant land, state oppression, natural calamities, war and lure of living better conditions. 

But after migration the condition of peasants remained the same as before. Their standard of 

living was on the margin of bare subsistence. The common people lived in such poverty that 

they could not afford even the minimum clothing to cover themselves in winter. Their living 

condition was unsatisfactory and deplorable. They lived a very miserable life. The peasants 

worked hard and unceasingly almost day and night and had to be satisfied with a very low 

standard of living. For the present study both primary and modern works have been 

consulted. 

 

Keywords: Babur, Peasants, Life & conditions, Migration, Causes.  

 

Introduction 

Babur, the founder of the Mughal rule in India occupies a place of pride  among the 

contemporary writers to whom they are heavily indebted for  their knowledge of our country 

and its people in the beginning of the 16th C1He possessed an unusualinsight, power of keen 

observation and a remarkable sense of realism2. Babur was gifted with uncommon power of 

observation while travelling through Northern India he tool care to take note of the physical 

features of the country, its climate, flora and fauna and the social, economic and cultural 

conditions of the people3. 

 Babur had brilliantly textualised artistically praised and sarcastically mentioned his 

observations with hawks eye about the geography, society & polity of the medieval India. 

The character of manor movements, the peculiarities of a country or people, the flora or fauna 

of a country, the social and general condition of a community, in fact, whatever, struck, his 

inquisitive mind and comprehensive vision has been described by him in a most pleasant and 
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masterly way4. He furnishes brief notices of all lands he visited and speaks of their natural 

beauty, hill and dale, rivers and lakes, Fields and forests5. 

His description about the agriculture and peasants cannot go unmentioned in his personal 

diary i.e. Baburnama which had become one of the most authentic primary source of history. 

Babur’s comment about the Peasants of Hindustan are interesting and noteworthy. He writes, 

that “In Hindustan, hamlets and villages, towns indeed are depopulated and set up in a 

moment! If the people of a large town, one inhabited for years, even flee from it, they do it in 

such a way that not a sign or trace of tem remains in a day and or a day and a half. On the 

other hand. If they fix their eyes, on a place in which to settle, they need not to dig water 

courses or construct dams because their crops are all rain grown and as the population of 

Hindustan is unlimited, it swarn in, they need not build houses or set up walls – khas grass 

(Androhagonmuricatum)  abounds, wood is unlimited,, huts are made, and straightway there 

is a village or a town”6.  

 Baburnama sums up about the clothing of Peasants as “Peasants and people of low 

standing go about naked. They tie on a thing called lunguta, a decency clout which hangs two 

spans below the naval. From the tie of this pendant decency clout, another clout is passed 

between the thighs and made fast behind.  Women also tie on a cloth (lung) one half of which 

goes round the waist, the other is thrown over head”7. 

 Babur’s description about the peasants of medieval India have been debated by 

various modern historians. When Babur arrived in India there was the anarchical conditions 

due to the changing Political situation as a result of which towns and lands were in topsy-

turvy conditions and townsmen and villagers abandoned their homes and fled to the Jungles 

and cultivation suffered. New Places grew up as quickly as they vanished8.Peasants usually 

migrated in cases of the breakdown of law and order in any area on the approach of an 

invader or local tyranny9. The people of Hindustan had to wipe off their memories of the 

miseries and hardships of their ancestors which they had undergone during the devastating 

ravages of their country, wealth, families and homes by the forces of Timur. That hold cost 

haunted them. It was therefore natural that on even a slight danger of a major war they left 

their homes to a place of safety which could exempt them from the miseries of war. They 

lived there until the end of the war and the departure of the invading army from their 

territories10.  IrfanHabib writes that mobility was one of the most striking features of the 

social and economic life of medieval India11. It was the peasant’s first answer to famine or 

man’s oppression12. What the peasants regarded as normal, however onerous the burden 
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might be was ordinarily accepted by them. But what they regarded as an excess or innovation 

might provoke them to definance13. Peasant migrated because stretches of virgin land was 

always available to him who with his low level of subsistence and primitive huts had no 

immovable possessions to tie him to his old place of habitation14.Peasants took short time to 

settle in another village because he had meager requirements and few things were required to 

give shape to rural habitation15. The possessions of a peasant were limited to a couple of bed 

steeds and scanty supply of cooking vessels for everyday use were made of baked earth 

which could be procured in the village itself16. Their houses were made up of four lo mud 

walls probably enclosed a small space with a roof of thatch supported by a few wooden logs 

and resting on wooden stands or rough pillars. A small opening in the front wall was left out 

for entrance which might or might not be fitted with a door17. The huts were built out of 

materials that are most easily procurable and without the use of any architectural skill18. A 

convenient house may be built in three days, with no other material than what are furnished 

by the bamboo and Kajan19 

 There was no uniformity in the dresses of the people of medieval India. It varied from 

region to region. But one common pattern in the dressing of the peasant was that it was short. 

Their clothing condition was as unsatisfactory or deplorable as of fooding and housing. The 

clothing of the ordinary people was more brief. Large numbers of men and women went 

naked and did not wear anything except for the loin – cloth. In some parts of India women 

did not cover anything except for the privy parts and a large number made their covering 

from leaves of trees20. 

 Refinements of dresses do not enter peasants scheme of life. They went not covered in 

a loin-cloth or coarse cloth also used for bedding21. The common people lived in such poverty 

that they could not afford even the minimum clothing to cover themselves even in winter. 

 Contemporary travellers are almost unanimous regarding the general nakedness of the 

people, Peasants, workers, artisans throughout India and their scanty clothings. Since the 

extent of clothing depends on climate, custom and price22. The scantiness of clothing of 

Indian people was because India being a tropical country, therefore much was not needed for 

putting on the body23.Peasants wore minimum clothing due to traditional and climatic 

conditions24. 

Nudity was not necessarily a sign of poverty. It was almost a traditional feature through the 

ages except covering for the middle of the body25(langota). 
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 The peasant was left with insufficient margin after he had paid the state demand. In 

ancient as well as in medieval India, the duty of peasant was to till the soil and pay a share of 

their produce to the state; so far as their rights or claims were recognizes they were 

subordinate to this fundamental obligation26.The peasant worked hard and unceasingly almost 

day and night in return for all his labour he was lucky if he could obtain a square meal 

everyday27. They did not always have adequate food and clothing but want and penury had 

become so habitual with them that if they got a full meal even of the coarser variety, they felt 

quite happy and satisfied28. Subjection and Poverty of the common people was so great and 

miserable that their life could be depicted only as the home of stark want and the dwelling 

place of bitter woe29.  

 To conclude, it may be stated that the standard of living of the peasant population was 

on the margin of bare subsistence. They could not think of living in peace and comfort except 

for distress which was further aggravated by the highhandedness of state officials. They were 

forced to migrate to other places because of state oppression or natural calamities. Even after 

migration their condition remained same. Their economic condition was very poor. They 

lived a very miserable life.  Peasants had to toil in the fields from the morning to the sunset 

and had to be satisfied with a very low standard of living. 
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