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ABSTRACT 

Coaching and private tuition are an issue of growing concern and is practiced in both 

developed and developing countries. Although it has certain positive effects, it imposes a 

considerable financial burden on parents and often gives rise to abuses. The coaching trend 

has grown to the level that now college teachers feel reluctant to explain the syllabus topics 

with appropriate details during college classes feeling that the student could grip the same at 

the evening coaching classes by the same teacher or elsewhere. I personally think they are 

spreading like a virus for current generation of students. Today, students can’t even think 

without coaching classes. It has become a ritual to join a coaching class in every grade or 

standard as if spending some extra money would fill their brains with some extra knowledge. 

In general, coaching institutions of education is not accepted and approved by the society, 

particularly by the countries like India, which have a democratic polity. Keeping all these 

concerns in mind the investigator tried to found out the perception of senior secondary school 

students towards teachers involved in coaching. In the present study the investigator found 

that the senior secondary school students thought that the teachers provide coaching not only 

for the money purpose. They felt that private tutor is capable of providing that extra push 

when needed because school teachers have too little time for individual attention. They all are 

of the view that teachers should provide coaching but with a vision of helping the students 

and not for their personal benefits. 

 

KEY WORDS: Coaching, Teachers, Tutors, Senior Secondary School Students 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Among the greatest of all services that can be rendered by men to Almighty God, is 

the education and training of children, so that they can foster by grace in the way of salvation, 

growing like pearls of divine bounty in the shell of education.  
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The quality of education is deteriorating; it can hardly be challenged by anyone. 

Taiwo (1980) has observed that the teaching profession had gone down on the scale of 

respectability. Omoregie (1994) reported that the majority of secondary school teachers does 

not possess positive attitude towards their profession.  

Studies conducted in Brazil (Garrido  et. al., 1991) indicate that teachers show little 

interest and lack of compromise toward innovation in school. 

In the present scenario the system is totally changed. Teachers provide coaching to 

students beyond the classroom. Some students thought teachers provide coaching only for 

money purpose. The question arises why is private tuition considered the most preferred form 

of coaching? Many felt that a private tutor is capable of providing that extra push when 

needed because school teachers have too many classes and too little time for individual 

attention especially when it is a year of major examination, burdened by a large class size, 

individual attention is an extremely rare commodity in schools. On the other hand, students 

who cannot keep pace with the school lessons may also be reluctant to delay the class, 

progress with incessant questioning that forces the teachers to repeat a lesson; however, they 

feel completely at ease and guilt free when demanding the same from a private tutor because 

they have paid for the time. (B.T.Skim, 2004)  

Before a decade, parents were restricted with only fewer options to educate their 

children. But now there is vast technological growth which shrinks the boundaries. If 

necessary parents can home school their child and educate them well. Tutoring facilities are 

even available for sports and other extracurricular activities like music, dance etc. Tutoring 

service unlocks the door of education and brings drastic change in students’ academic career. 

(Parents’ attitude towards private tutoring service, Time Management Articles, 2011). 

Many students in developing countries receive tutoring in addition to their regular 

school instruction. The phenomenon is common from primary school through secondary 

school. In Bangladesh, over 40% of primary school students attend tutoring sessions; in 

Kenya, the figure is 65% (Bray, 2006). In Egypt, 54% of fifth graders and 74% of eighth 

graders receive tutoring (Fergany, 1995). In Sri Lanka, 80% of sixth graders and 75% of 

eleventh graders do so (Bray, 2007). 

Kadress Pillay (2011) said that “Right now, private tuition is a jungle” we have got 

education that is a rat race. We have a system which does not give equality of opportunity to 

everybody. It’s difficult for kids from an underclass background to run in the race. We have a 

system that seeks to isolate and concentrate on the future elites of the country. What happens 

to the rest is not of great concern. That is my main worry. I knew that we couldn’t change a 
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system overnight. However, as a matter of principle, if the government is against private 

tuition, you cannot tolerate giving your own school facilities for it. I have to be frank about 

this. There are good teachers who want to commit their time and motivation to help kids in a 

general way, but those who give private tuition are motivated by money only. I didn’t say that 

we need to phase out private tuition completely but that we need to have clear parameters. 

Kadress Pillay (2011) has notion that parents think that the kids will learn something 

extra if they pay for it. There are parents who work and don’t have time to care for the kids so 

would much rather have the kids under the care of a teacher in private tuition than at home. 

Those are the main reasons. Give parents a choice but under conditions that are approved by 

the government. Such as the teachers who are registered, the number of students, there must 

be interaction between the child and the schools, reports made on the progress of the child in 

private tuition and weaknesses coming out at private tuition. That could lead to a sort of 

dialectic between the schools and private tuition.  

Nearly half of school going students is in need of private tutors help in studies. Apart 

from that, 18% of students like tutoring because of special interest towards particular 

subjects. 3 out of 5 students get their doubts clarified from private tutors to complete home 

works and assignments. Students feel energetic and motivated through homeschooling. 

Students are happy when they solve physics and math problems correctly in exams. They 

ultimately pin point private tutoring as reason for this. (Survey Reports collected from 

students. Time Management Articles 2011)  

Research reports positive effects from tutoring on the tutors themselves. In Cohen, 

Kulik, and Kulik's meta-analysis (2007) students who were tutored performed better on 

examinations and had more positive attitudes toward the subject being taught than (control 

group) students who were not tutored. The underlying assumption is that tutors benefit from 

tutoring because of the positive cognitive effects associated with teaching. In short, this 

suggests that the tutor's own learning is enhanced by preparing to teach others.  

Stevenson & Baker (1992) advocates that many families employ private tutors to help 

children with their schoolwork, thus participating in a ‘shadow education’ system that 

supplements normal schooling.  

 International surveys indicate that there is wide variation in the extent of private 

tutoring (Bray, 2003) however there has been very limited research in the UK. The increasing 

importance of educational achievement for future careers, together with increased pressure on 

schools to raise standards may well lead parents to see private tuition as a worthwhile 
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investment, especially as their children approach important transition points in the education 

system.  

The present scenario exhorts us to ask a question,” Does the profession of teaching 

hold the same value it once had in India?” In the ancient times a “Guru” held the highest 

position in the society.  

However, in contemporary times, the definition of teaching has changed completely 

with the profession becoming more of money churners. This is in the form of coaching 

institutes springing at every corner of a street, professional teachers taking up the job of 

private tutors (which is against the laws of any organization they are serving). 

Is coaching essential…yes, no doubt, it’s a competitive world, school teaching is not 

enough…besides in limited time that the school has, they are not able to provide complete 

subject knowledge. Hence coaching centre fill those gap. 

Several socio-economic factors compel students to take the help of private tutors right 

from the primary level of their education to that decisive point in their career when they 

appear for competitive examinations like the Joint Entrance. No wonder, guardians opt for 

tutorials run by school and college teachers to ensure that their wards get a berth either in a 

reputed school or find a place on the merit list in the medical or engineering streams in the 

joint entrance examination. Some others believe that the present system of education with a 

vast syllabus is also a reason forcing students to take private tuition. “Students have to 

complete a vast syllabus and due to the easy going attitude of teachers at schools, students 

have no option but to take tuitions,” said a student. 

Some other students attending the tuition centers claimed that the teachers were 

encouraging them to take tuition. “The teachers say that it is not possible to give individual 

attention to each student in a class having more than 60 students. They motivate us for 

individual attention at coaching centers where there are relatively less number of students,” 

said a student of a government college. 

With the lack of enough teachers in place, the demand definitely increases. It would 

be obvious for the existing teachers tend to demand more. It is common for every student to 

avail personal tuitions or enroll in some coaching institutions since attending school is not 

just enough! So, the parents end up paying more money because the occupation doesn’t have 

enough sparks to attract more professionals. 

Coaching and private tuition are an issue of growing concern and is practiced in both 

developed and developing countries. Although it has certain positive effects, it imposes a 

considerable financial burden on parents and often gives rise to abuses.  
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METHOD AND MATERIAL 

  Keeping in view the objectives and hypothesis, the researcher found it suitable 

to go through descriptive survey method. Descriptive research studies are designed to obtain 

pertinent and precise information concerning from the facts and discovered. In the present 

study the investigator used the self developed scale on the “Attitude of Students Towards 

Teachers Involved in Coaching”. 

The respondents of the present study were 400 secondary school from 7 schools of 

different localities from district Pathankot of Punjab students. 400 students comprised of 220 

urban and 180 rural students which were further categorized into 120 government and 280 

private school students. The sample was further categorized into 30 girls and 30 boys 

students of the schools.  

 

RESULT, DISCUSSION, INTERPRETATION AND RECOMMENDATION 

Hypothesis: 1 there is no significant difference between the attitude of students towards 

teachers involved in coaching. 

The table 3.1 shows that the number of students rated against strongly agrees, agree, 

neutral, disagree and strongly disagree. The percentage of students in different levels of 

attitude of students towards teachers involved in coaching are 26.5%, 20.6%, 43.7%, 5.6% 

and 3.84% respectively. 

It was found that 47.1% of students are in favour of coaching. It means that they have 

positive attitude towards teachers involved in coaching. They are satisfied with the teachers 

who are involved in coaching.  

Only 9.44% of the senior secondary students are not in favour of teachers who are 

involved in coaching. They are not satisfied with the teachers who are involved in coaching. 

They are of the view that teachers should not be involved in coaching, as they do this for their 

personal benefits. 

The table 3.2 shows that the numbers of students rated against strongly agree, agree, 

neutral, disagree and strongly disagree. The percentage of students in different levels of 

attitude of students towards teachers involved in coaching are 15.2%, 30.3%, 34.7%, 13.5% 

and 6.3% respectively. 

It was found that 45.5% of students are in favour of coaching. It means that they have 

positive attitude towards teachers involved in coaching. They are satisfied with the teachers 

who are involved in coaching.  
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The 19.8% of students are not in the favour of teachers who are involved in coaching. 

They are not satisfied with the teachers who are involved in coaching. 

Hypothesis: 2 there is no significant difference between the attitude of girls and boys 

students towards teachers involved in coaching at senior secondary level. 

The second objective of the present study was to find out the difference between the 

attitude of girls and boys students towards teachers involved in coaching at secondary level. 

After the collection of data t’ test was applied and results are given in table 3.3 

Table 3.3 shows that mean score of girls students is 86.74 and of boys students is 

86.07 and standard deviation of girls students is 11.43 and of boys students is 11.69 

respectively. After calculation t’ value came out to be 0.564 which is not significant. It means 

the hypothesis that there exists no significant difference between attitude of girls and boys 

students towards teachers involved in coaching at senior secondary level has been accepted 

which indicates that both boys and girls have same attitude towards teachers involved in 

coaching. The observed difference in mean scores may be due to chance factor. 

Hypothesis: 3 To study the difference in attitude of rural and urban students towards 

teachers involved in coaching at senior secondary level. 

The third objective of the present study was to find out the difference in the attitude of 

rural and urban students towards teachers involved in coaching at senior secondary level. 

After the collection of data t’ test was applied and results are given in table 3.4 

Table 3.4 shows that mean score of rural students is 86.32 and of urban students is 

87.11 and standard deviation of rural students is 11.11 and of urban students is 12.01 

respectively. After calculation t’ value came out to be 0.496 which is not significant. It means 

the hypothesis that there exists no significant difference between attitude of rural and urban 

students towards teachers involved in coaching at senior secondary level has been accepted 

which means that both rural and urban students have same attitude towards teachers involved 

in coaching. The observed difference in mean scores may be due to chance factor. 

Hypothesis: 4 To study the difference in attitude of govt. and private school students 

towards teachers involved in coaching at senior secondary level. 

To find out the difference between the attitude of govt. and private school students 

towards teachers involved in coaching at senior secondary level was the fourth objective of 
the study. t’ value was calculated for this purpose and the results have been presented in table 3.5 

Table 3.5 shows that mean score of govt. students is 85.21 and of private students is 

87.01 and standard deviation of govt. students is 10.94 and of private students is 11.83 

respectively. After calculation of t’ value came out to be 0.144 which is not significant which 
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shows that there is no significant difference between the attitude of govt. and private school 

students towards teachers involved in coaching at senior secondary level. In other words, 

both the govt. and private school students have similar attitude towards teachers involved in 

coaching. Hence the hypothesis that to study the difference between the attitude of govt. and 

private school students towards teachers involved in coaching at senior secondary level was 

accepted. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 From the above discussion, the investigator found that the senior secondary school 

students thought that the teachers provide coaching not only for the money purpose. They felt 

that private tutor is capable of providing that extra push when needed because school teachers 

have too little time for individual attention. 

Flexibility is the advantage of private tuition because the tutor teaches according to 

child’s pace. The tutor can provide extra impetus by teaching beyond of textbooks. Tutoring 

might be most helpful for the weakest students, enabling them to catch up to their peers. Even 

if tutoring increases inequality, the popularity of tutoring suggests that the demand for 

education is not being adequately met by public schools. The students have positive attitude 

towards coaching teachers. They have full faith in coaching teachers. They thought that the 

coaching teachers are essential part of the student’s life in this competitive world. They are 

very positive effects on the development of students and society and are very helpful in 

attaining better goals in life. 

 On the other hand the students also thought that teachers provide extra tuitions during 

examinations and they call it as crash courses to make a lot of money as they normally do 

with regular tuitions and therefore teachers are losing interest in the classroom teaching due 

to coaching classes. As far as the attitude of students is concerned all senior secondary 

students have same attitude towards teacher involvement in coaching. They all are of the 

same view irrespective of the type of school, or area or gender whatever it may be. They all 

are of the view that teachers should provide coaching but with a vision of helping the students 

not for their personal benefits. 
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            Table 3.1 For positive items (1,2,3,4,10,11,16,19,20,21,22,23,27,28) 

Sr. No. Attitude of students No. of students Percentage (%) 

1. Strongly agree 106.7 26.5 

2. Agree 82.4 20.6 

3. Neutral 175.5 43.7 

4. Disagree 22.9 5.6 

5. Strongly disagree 15.3 3.84 

Total  400 100 
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Table 3.2 For negative items (5,6,7,8,9,12,13,14,15,17,18,24,25,26,29,30) 

Sr. No. Attitude of students No. of students Percentage (%) 

1. Strongly agree 60.8 15.2 

2. Agree 121.25 30.3 

3. Neutral 139 34.7 

4. Disagree 54.1 13.5 

5. Strongly disagree 19.6 6.3 

Total   400 100 

   

Table 3.3 Showing results of t’ test on difference between the attitude of girls and boys 

students towards teachers involved in coaching at senior secondary level 

Attitude of 

students 

N Mean SD 
t- value 

Girls 200 86.74 11.43 
0.564 

Boys 200 86.07 11.69 

*t value at .01≥ 2.58 *t value at .05≥ 1.96 

  

 Table 3.4 Showing results of t’ test on difference between the attitude of rural and 

urban students towards teachers involved in coaching at senior secondary level 

Attitude of 

students 

N Mean SD 
t- value 

Rural 180 86.32 11.11 
0.496 

Urban 220 87.11 12.01 

*t value at .01≥ 2.58 *t value at .05≥ 1.96 

 

Table 3.5 Showing results of t’ test on difference between the attitude of govt. and 

private school students towards teachers involved in coaching at senior secondary level 

Attitude of 

students 

N Mean SD 
t- value 

Govt. 120 85.21 10.94 
0.144 

Private 280 87.01 11.83 

*t value at .01≥ 2.58 *t value at .05≥ 1.96 


