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INTRODUCTION 

Peace does not only mean the absence of war, in today’s world, it also means the 

satisfaction of basic human needs, guaranteed justice, enjoyment of all the basic human rights 

and fundamental freedoms. Biologically and culturally there is a relationship between women 

and peace. Women’s experiences present non-violent ways of negotiating in conflict 

situations. Women relatives of victims of ethnic conflict are victims of stress and anxiety in 

their day to day life. Women are subjected to a lot of torture mentally and physically. Psycho-

social support combined with professional training gives women better self image. Women 

perceived peace as a condition which is free of violence of any kind in society and thus 

implies the co-existence of all people with the basic human dignity. This concept of peace 

begins from one’s immediate family and goes on to cover the state and finally the 

international sphere. In places like Nagaland, Manipur and Assam women activists are 

playing a positive role and are able to articulate a view of peace and security with social 

justice, women’s rights, economic rights, co-existence, tolerance and participatory democracy 

as its core 

In this present day social scenario, activities of women’s socio-economic 

organizations no longer belong exclusively to the women’s movement, if they ever did. This 

situation is especially visible in the world of development, and finds its clearest expression in 

proliferating references to ‘gender’ in local, national and international, among state 

functionaries, development experts, academics and activists- many of whom would not think 

of themselves as feminists- one hears repeatedly of gender bias, gender sensitization, gender 

planning and gender training to mention just some of the more common examples of its 

contemporary use. Women have the most immediate interest in, and are in the best structural 

position to begin to build, a progressive struggle that can affirm female associated 

reproductive concerns and values as the basis for a libratory integration of around our human 

needs and capabilities. In its articulation of these values, feminist struggle speaks to the 

growing potentials for an unprecedented libratory fusion of individual and collective self 

development, of material and cultural production, of production and consumption 

(reproduction), of work and life, and of the personal and the political, in both its current 

practice and in the new world to be created that is, as both means and end of a new politics. 
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Changing and material conditions today, in which the motor of social development has 

extended beyond its industrial locus in the narrow production sphere to the whole of social 

life, have opened the political stage to significant participation by ever widening groups of 

people, transforming and broadening the definition of ‘the people’ in the process.  

Democracy is the social power relationship which embodied itself in a general form 

of the state in this present day societies. In the post 1975 period women’s organizations 

conscientised the wider society, worked with all classes of women, combining developmental 

activities with mobilization for socio- economic rights, put a limited but successful pressure 

on the state for legislative action to curb exploitation of women in matters relating to 

marriage, rape and workers’ rights. They raised many questions specific to women and 

challenged patriarchal values in all spheres and structures through agitation tactics, 

propaganda and lobbying. Many problems of women are class related. Therefore, while 

separateness as a gender-based movement was regarded as essential to unify women 

vertically and horizontally, collaboration with other socio-economic and political movements 

was also seen as necessary. The women’s movement joined civil rights movements, struggle 

in rural areas, people’s and workers movements. It challenged state policies on population, 

women’s employment, environment, training and organization of women workers, planning 

for rural development, agriculture, education and so on, and protested against atrocities 

against women distorted portrayal of women in the media, and so forth. As a consequence of 

all these activities, the movement grew increasingly political. Their concerns have shifted to 

such basic issues as the state of the polity, the state of the economy, the criminalization per 

se, violence and the rise of fundamentalism.1Conscious of their political rights and Western 

democratic values, these women worked actively to generate political consciousness among 

women during the early decades of the 20th century. They took up the issues of voting rights 

for women with the Secretary of the State for India, Lord Edwin Montagu, who was in India 

to discuss the demands for political reforms. The South Borough Franchise Committee was 

initially reluctant to give women the right to vote but because of the sustained campaigned 

launched by women organizations and the support given to them by the Indian National 

Congress and other political parties, it was finally left to the provincial legislatures to decide 

the matter. Madras was the first province to grant the Franchise in 1920 followed by Bombay 

in 1921.It was of course, extremely restricted and when the first provincial elections were 

held, less than one percent of the female population could exercise its right to vote. 
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 In India women activism is registered in the historical struggle for nationalism, 

worker’s right and present struggles. In the North East the women have a rich history of 

movements in the insurgency affected areas. The collective empowerment and organized 

movements for common cause is the need of the day. The collective movement of such nature 

requires not only organization at the local level but also need network organizations at the 

national and international levels. Women’s movement could countervail the state power. 

There is a real need to show organizational strength for making the state take pro-active role 

in favor of women. Insensitive way in which the state addresses movements was also seen 

when a case of attempted suicide was lodged against Medha Patkar when she sat on fast to 

protect against the raising of the level of the Narmada Dam.2 The women’s movement 

challenges the police and judiciary primarily as patriarchal structure of power and reshapes 

the potential of a powerful community of women who would in turn be tied against an unjust 

social order. This applies the North East too and the women’s movement in the region needs 

to become also a part of similar movement at the national level. We should remind ourselves 

that compartmentalization of issues of concern should not be carried too far. Very often the 

issues of women also implicate the children and the young people. The displaced men and 

women are very closely related. Hence women’s movement ought to be coordinated with all 

the similar movements that aim at securing equal rights of men and women.  

In Assam and the entire North East India, there has been an unprecedented surge of 

popular anti-state movements. There have also been the democratically organized popular 

movements for state autonomy in Meghalaya, Karbi Anglong and Boro areas in Assam. The 

participation of women in popular mass movements goes without saying, particularly in the 

North East where women are more actively involved in economic and social activities. One 

of the prime contributions of the women’s movement is solidarity which transcends barriers 

of race, locality, caste and to some extend class also. These differences are huge but a major 

premise of the women rooted as it is in the patriarchal structure of society which is also 

ultimately responsible for the caste and class system. The whole issue is very complex and 

facile generalizations are out of place, but it seems that contrary to feminist assumptions that 

gender discrimination is the key issue, it is felt that gender identity takes second place to 

current socio- economic issues. The larger women’s organizations and parties are naturally 

subservient to the interests of the parent party or women’s organization, and though there is a 

lot of talk of independent women organizations this does not in practice work out. It seems 

that women as a group have yet to develop the organizational and managerial skills to sustain 
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any large organization or movement on their own and totally independent of men. In the 

North- East women are forced to be subordinate both from external pressure of the men-folk 

to conform to the community norms as well as due to lack of self confidence. This may sound 

paradoxical in the North East, in states like Meghalaya and Manipur whose women are 

economically and educationally advanced. But in fact there is a strong tradition barring 

women’s participation in politics in both these states which consequently have a poor 

showing of women even in conventional electoral politics. There have been strong women’s 

movements for instance in the Nupilan Movements and later the anti liquor and anti drug 

movement (Nisha Bandh) in Manipur but these have been primarily social rather than 

political in nature, without a modern sense of  political identity. The tradition of Meitei 

women’s powerful civil society organizations rising against oppressive measures of the state 

and also against social evils is quite evident even today. In recent times they have been 

agitating against the Armed Forces Special Forces Power Act operating in Manipur. This 

movement is mainly because of the government used different Acts in connection with the 

maintenance of law and order in the state . AFSPA is also one among them which is giving a 

serious blow to the normal life of the people. Instead of the maintenance of law and order, 

with the mask of this Act, the state forces and the Indian Army killed and arrested a number 

of people, including innocent ones. So, the movement against this Act is one of the burning 

issue at present. Not only in group, individual movement of Irom Sharmila Chanu is also a 

notable one. People from different parts of the globe gave their support but the government 

paid no heed.    

Women’s movement in Manipur was mainly of the norm oriented type that is in 

connection with reformation. They, however, also involved ‘value orientation’, since social 

movement is multidimensional by nature. In the history of women’s movement in Manipur, 

mention may be made that quite a few Maharanis took active part in the administration 

during monarchical period. The king as well as the people sometimes sought the opinion or 

support of the women to solve difficult problems or situation which affected the interests of 

the community. In the history of Manipur there were many evidences where the king took the 

opinion and suggestions of their Maharanis in matters which were of public interests. 

Sometimes women in a group gathered and complained to the king for correction, if he acted 

unruly and had done any injustice.3In most of these cases the Monarch very often changed the 

policies as requested by the womenfolk in order to promote the welfare of the society.4 Raja 

Paikhomba (1666-1697), could not recognized Ingallei as Rani because people of Manipur 
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refused to accept her as their Rani. The voices of the masses came so to think that Maharani 

was not merely the wife of the King but also the queen of the people and therefore acceptable 

to them. Above all she must be an example to them. The Maharani should be a model woman 

so that women in the kingdom might copy her.5 

Efforts go beyond peacekeeping and peacemaking to peace building is conflict 

transformation. That is, the construction of positive relationship through repairing 

communicative networks which each individual to participate in the reproduction of shared 

cultural knowledge, social solidarities and socialized personalities. Here, peace building 

efforts are anti hegemonic projects in that they seek not so much to replace existing power 

structures with different ones, but to supplant the need for any hegemonic power structure to 

take roots in the first place. It decentralizes notions of power and agency, and thus brings 

together those who were previously marginalized by hegemonic structures and empowers 

them through more egalitarian relations.    

In Manipur, the most important problem of the present day society is women become the 

worst victim in case of insurgency and counter insurgency situations. As a matter of fact, the 

position of women is just in a puzzle situation. They are very active in social life, running 

different types of economic activities but they are not in decision making. They organized 

different movements, giving pressure to the government, and non-governmental 

organizations too. Their way of agitations movement is quite typical in certain occasions. But 

they are not available or hardly available in the position of leadership in general. They are so 

active in all the social issues including insurgency or underground problems but they are not 

invited in the negotiation part by the government as well as by the underground 

organizations. For justification of my paper I took up some notable women organizations of 

different communities in Manipur which are actively working in the process of peace in the 

state by avoiding all sorts of violence. I have studied their activities for restoration of peace in 

their own local area as well as for the state as a whole with the method of three different 

forms of observation with the technique of interview.  

  

KHA NONGPOK APUNBA NUPI LUP 

Kha Nongpok Apunba Nupi Lup was established in 1993, by the women of Prem 

Nagar, Chingdong Leikai, Heinou Makhong, Khunnou and Bazar Leikai of Moreh at Chandel 

District. Even though the Lup has no proper constitution of its own, with the great initiative 

of Smt Kh. Keinya Leima as the founder President, they have been trying to perform all the 
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socio- economic activities which can enhance the position of women in the area and to bring 

a peaceful society as a whole. As Moreh is such an area which is targeted by the businessmen 

of all communities the socio- economic problems of the area, especially for the women is 

vulnerable. Lam Khulling Mate, a physically challenged women, who is struggling her life 

with a small pan shop of Moreh was raped and killed by knotting her neck by her own chunni 

(cloth) on the night of 22nd Jan. 2009 by Ipham Aamir Khan and Achom Romen. Before 

finding out the real culprit, bandh was called by Kha Nongpok Apunba Nupi Lup along with 

other organizations and submitted memorandum to the Government for finding out the real 

culprit and punishment. The agony of the Lup reached the heart of the underground 

organizations. So UNLF, PLA, KYKL etc jointly tried to find out the real culprits and the 

said duo were found and gave death punishment. Before killing them, the UGs called a press 

meet and the duo were also admitted their crimes and narrated the story how Miss Mate was 

raped and killed. For avoiding such crime against women furthermore by any person, death 

punishment was given to the real culprit even though that was against the law of the country.  

By taking chance of the location i.e. the transit point for the foreign countries, the 

people of the area suffered the problems of armed conflict situation. As a result of this armed 

conflict situation, people are facing the problems of insurgency problems. The Lup is 

blaming the situation to the government of India, especially by the armed personals created 

such a lot of problems.6 

 In the name of searching of those armed groups the state forces do anything whatever 

they like. No one can say anything against the activities of both the state and non state forces. 

But such situations disturbed the normal life and security of the civil populace. So, The Kha 

Nongpok Apunba Nupi Lup staged a Dharna (sit in Protest) on 23rd April 2009 at Moreh 

along with other organizations and local people in connection with throwing of bomb to the 

31st Assam Rifles Post near Moreh Gate NO. 2 which is one of the most crowded area of 

Moreh Town. They have demanded not to create any situation which will disturb peace, 

security and normal life of the people from any side.7 

  Not only in the area, the Lup have joined in almost all the social movements of 

Manipur spontaneously like the formation of Apunba Lup, during the time of custodial rape 

and killing of Thanjam Manorama Devi by the Army. They are giving pressure to the 

government for settling all the disputes with proper judgment by giving punishment to those 

real culprits. On the night of 26th February 2009 they organized a torch rally at the Moreh 

area in connection with the merciless killing of SDO Kashom Khullen, Dr Th. Kishan Sing 
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along with his two staffs by the NSCN (IM). They hold the placards like handover the real 

culprit to the government of Manipur, take a criminal case over the Deputy Commissioner of 

Ukhrul etc. 

  

All Manipur Social Reformation And Development Samaj: 

 The All Manipur Social Reformation and Development Samaj was established in 

1974-75 and it became a registered body in 1977-78 (Reg. No. 2441). The main activities of 

this association are fighting with the social evils, e. g. drunkards, drug addicts, rapists, 

murderers, communal or ethnic conflicts etc. At present AIDS/HIV infected persons are 

increasing at an alarming rate in Manipur. For giving awareness and sensitization to the rural 

areas they organized seminars, conferences, meetings etc.8 

The activities of the civil society organizations are not an end in itself. It is a means to 

an end. They can perform only the input function in the political process. If their activities are 

not responded by the government, they shattered off. In such situations the All Manipur 

Social Reformation and Development Samaj does not remain in silent hopelessly. They 

knocked even the door of the head of the State Legislature and Executive in a formal way. 

During a short period of 1975-87, the association handed over 342 cases of drunkards to the 

local police. They are of the opinion that maximum crimes in Manipur are happening as a 

result of the using alcohol and drugs by the men folk. After using alcohol and drugs, they 

committed a lot of violent actions to the family members, especially to their wives and 

children. If they have no money for buying alcohol and drugs they asked to their wife and 

children or to their parents by the unmarried youths. If they are not getting up to these 

conditions they tried to steel household properties like jewellers. With the influence of 

alcohol and drugs they commit any crimes, fighting among themselves. So, simply maximum 

social crimes are happening with influence of drugs and alcohols. So, the association took up 

the task of Nisha Bandi means to stop drugs and alcohols. But those drunkards who were 

handed over to the local police were released without taking any action as the discretion of 

higher ups. In this regard the All Manipur Social Reformation and Development Samaj 

requested to the then Governor and Ministers of the state. A separate Memo has also been 

submitted to the then Prime Minister of India on 11th April 1987, requesting him to give 

special instruction to the police personals. Subsequent memos of implementing total 

“Prohibition” have also been submitted to the Chief Minister of Manipur repeatedly- 4th 

August 1980, 27th august 1980, and 11th August 1984. These were only submission of 
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‘memos’ and request. But the existing government remained in a deaf ear. So, the association 

decided to start a movement with different forms of pressures. On 31st March 1990, the 

association submitted a memo again to the governor and the Chief Minister separately, but no 

response positively. Consequently, on 13th September 1990, they smashed 39 cases of IMFL 

in the Imphal Bazar and gheraoed many foreign liquor shops, Government may collect taxes 

but what are the social problems which are happening after having alcohol, the association 

things need to take into account. As a result of the demand and pressure of the association, 

the Manipur State Legislative Assembly has introduced the bill of ‘Prohibition’ in 1991. 

Social problems created by drunkards have crossed over the limits in certain cases. Sri 

Khundrakpam Shyamkisor Sing of Khurai Ahongei killed his wife Khundrakpam (ongbi) 

Sanahanbi Devi on 8-4-93. All the women sections of Manipur soaked the incidents and 

protested from all directions. In this case also, the All Manipur Social Reformation and 

Development Samaj took a leading role and the culprit was arrested and put into jail. A 

campaign for safeguarding and killing of innocent women was launched and demanded the 

action against the real culprit by the women of Manipur under the leadership of All Manipur 

Social Reformation and Development Samaj. They submitted a memorandum to the Chief 

Minister of Manipur on 11 April 1993. Another heartfelt incidents was occurred in 

connection with the use of drug was happened in 1987 in Manipur. An innocent five years 

small boy was killed on 24th April 1987 by two drug addicts for just a small ear ring worth 

Rs. 180 only. For this merciless killing, the association organized meetings, processions, to 

draw public sentiments and also pursuing the government to punish the wrong doers.  

There are a number of gender crimes, rape cases, molestation, killing etc. in the state. 

On 24-1-1986, Miss Luingamla Muinao of Ukhrul District was mercilessly murdered by two 

army personals and again on 8-3-1986, Km. Neelam Panchabhaiya discovered dead half 

floating in the Imphal River in a suspicious manner. People raised hue and cry throughout the 

state in these cases. The All Manipur Social Reformation and Development Samaj took a 

leading role along with other frontal organizations like AMSU, MSF etc. They submitted a 

memorandum to the Hon’ble Prime Minister on 18-3-86. They have requested to look into 

the matter and requested to punish the alleged two army personnel mentioned in the memo 

and demanded a judicial enquiry into the case of Neelam Panchabhaya, to bring out the real 

culprits. Raped and mercilessly killing of Km. Kunjarani Devi and Km. R. K. Tamphasana 

Devi make a great soak to the motherly feelings of the association. On 24-2-1992, one tribal 

widow, named Lalmalsomi, 35 years, of Kom community, who have four children was 



JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC RESEARCH FOR MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
Impact Factor 1.393, Volume 1, Issue 9, October 2013 

 

29 
www.jiarm.com 

captured by some Anti-Social Gang Groups. Her case was taken up by the association with 

the help of State Police forces and saved the life of innocent widow in time. The Gang Party 

was also arrested by the state police force.9 

 The association is fighting with the atrocities of the Armed Personnel with different 

Acts and bills in the state of Manipur. The world famous naked protest in front of the Assam 

Rifles Forces on July 2004 was a remarkable protest performed by the women of All Manipur 

Social Reformation and Development Samaj. On 10th December 2008, under the leadership 

of Smt K. Taruni Devi, President of the association formed a group called ‘Sharmila kanba 

Lup’ at PDA Complex Porompat. Their motto is to support Sharmila and demand to remove 

AFSPA from Manipur. A continuous relay hunger strike is still going on from different parts 

of the state.10    

 

ALL TRIBAL WOMEN’S ORGANISATION, CHANDEL: 

There are 33 recognized tribes in Manipur. These different tribal communities are 

loosely grouped into two i.e. Naga and Kuki (Chin Kuki Mizo). Some other minor tribes are 

also there who are claiming that they are not belonging to neither of the two. With the end of 

1980s and with the beginning of 1990s, there was a communal clash between the Naga and 

Kuki. The worst effect of any communal clash or conflict is no one is gainer but all are 

looser. Because the problem suffered both the communities. And again women of both the 

communities suffered all sorts of problems and difficulties directly or indirectly. They have 

lost their husband, brothers, sons, morality, all the properties and what not. In that situation, 

women were unable to remain in silence. They came out of the four walls of the houses and 

started to discuss about the problems. All Tribal Women’s Organization, Chandel was formed 

during that time. There are around 12 tribes in Chandel district only. They have conducted 

different programmes like advocacy, peace building, training for understanding among male 

and female, interfered all the day to day happenings etc.11 Simply they are trying to initiate all 

the conflicts and misunderstandings among the different communities in Manipur. Not only 

the communal conflicts or clashes, killing of innocent persons including women, rape 

including minor girl Childs, bride burning etc are increasing day by day in the social scenario 

of Manipur. Killing of five persons in different places of Manipur within a period of 20 days 

–February and March 2008 gave a serious blow to the minds of the people, specially the 

women activists in Manipur. All tribal Women’s Organization along with All Tribal 

Students’ Women Organization and other civil society organizations launched a movement in 
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March 2008 in connection with the killing of two tribal women of Chakpikarong in Chandel 

District. They have lodged the complain not only to the Government of Manipur and the 

Manipur State Women Commission, they wrote the incident in a clear way to the National 

Commission for Women demanding immediate punishment to the killers, compensation to 

the victims’ family within an earliest date. It also called for a training of law enforcing 

agencies in human and gender rights. But unluckily they did not get any response upto the 

third week of April 2008. So, they have announced road blocked of National highway 39, 

Imphal- Moreh road since Saturday 26-4-2008. On Monday 28-4-2008, they intensified their 

stir by closing down government offices in Chandel District.12 As a response of the women’s 

movement which was launched in an organized way, the Manipur Government, represented 

by Sri K. Ranjit Sing, Minister of Works negotiated with the agitators. By that time, Thoubal 

District Police arrested Amita (Majida) wife of Abdul Majid of Keirao Makha Leikai and 

Md. Tajuddin, son of (late) Allimuddin of Keibung Wangmataba in connection with the 

crime.13 Consequently, they called of their strike i.e. road blockade and closing of offices was 

finished.  

USHOIPOKPI THAROUROK WOMEN DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION, 

USHOIPOKPI, LILONG:  

There is a widespread perception that Muslim women are among the most backward, 

illiterate and oppressed group in the world. In the media they are always shown clad in burqa 

or wrapped in Hijab (viel). Meanwhile the Muslim women are on the move in various 

Muslim countries. In Manipur, Muslim women are assimilated with local majority women i.e. 

Meitei women. They also formed different organizations and associations voluntarily and 

worked for the benefit of the society. They worked for the safeguard and upliftment of 

Muslim women, removal of social evils, and development of the whole society as well. The 

Ushoipokpi Tharourok Women Development Association, Ushoipokpi, Lilong is such an 

association. It was established in 2000.14 

 This organization strongly condemned the torture and violence against women and 

girl child. In Manipur, the cases of torture of women and girl child by their opposite sex and 

even by their family members are increasing day by day. Especially in the Muslim society, 

this organization took up different cases and they submitted memorandum to the government. 

They are trying to solve all the problems with the help of state police forces. 

 A woman from Nungei Khunnou got Nikah and left her by her husband. After five 

years, in 2004, the association took up the case as requested by the victim women. With the 
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support of Lilong Police Station, the association caught the accused husband and gave 

compensation to the victim woman. They also instructed the guy not to commit such mistake 

further more. Such types of crimes are common to the Muslim populated areas of Manipur. 

As another case, on 1st May, 2004, one girl was eloped by an IRB personal and stays one 

night with him and left the girl. When the matter came to the office of the association, they 

called out all the women from the area and went to the Lilong Police Station. They lodged 

complain regarding the matter but the response of the Officer in Charge was not satisfactory 

to those women who came to complain about the matter. They again submitted an application 

about the said matter to the DGP of Manipur. Consequently, the Officer in Charge took up 

the case in a smooth progress conditionally.  

 Women in the Muslim society are not only confined to the household and economic 

activities, they took part in all the social movement of Manipur which are happening from 

time to time. There was a big rally jointly organized by AMKIL and NIPCO on September 

28, 2000. The members of the association mobilized the local women about the social issue 

and joined the mass rally. Not only this incident had they joined in all the mass movements 

like removal of AFSPA, Nisha Bandi etc.  

As a matter of fact the activities of women for restoration of peace in Manipur are so 

important for understanding the socio-political and economic study of the state. Women, not 

in the form of above formal organizations also come forward individually and voluntarily 

they join together and launch movement for restoration of peace in the state from time to 

time. In politics and other social affairs, women of any community have been able to 

influence men in many ways directly or indirectly through the village councillor or at least 

through their husband. In the bygone days when head hunting was practiced, women played a 

vital role in saving the lives of men. A women of the village, during inter village feuds and 

wars, would act as an ambassador, and a mediator. In such a case both the warring villages 

would recognize diplomatic women. The neutral lady-Phukhareila among the Tangkhul, 

could boldly enter a battle field and intervened between warring groups. She had the right of 

her own to intervene in the political and social affairs of the society; it is interfered with the 

general public.15  

With the passage of time the way of practices may be changed but the women in 

Tangkhul society still preserving their culture and traditions. The NSCN (IM) and the Assam 

Rifles developed a situation of tension at Siroy Village of Ukhrul District. The NSCN(IM) 

signed the cease fire agreement with Government of India in Nagaland. But they have their 
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designated camps at Ukhrul, Senapati and Chandel Districts of Manipur. The stand-off 

between Assam Rifles and the NSCN (IM) began on Sunday (18th Jan.) night when soldiers 

of the country’s oldest para-military force surrounded the banned outfit’s camp at 

Kuisumong. They asked the rebels to vacate the area saying the cease-fire was only limited to 

Nagaland and no such camps was allowed in Manipur. The Naga Militants, however, refused 

to abide by the Assam Rifles’ order and threatened to retaliate if the ‘camp’ was attacked.16  

In such armed conflict situation of Siroy area, Tangkhul women came out and 

demanded scaling down of security forces and guerrillas. They make a vigil all the time 

during the tension and requested to both the parties and gave the massage of their motherly 

feelings and importance of the feeling of brotherhood to all the people. Lastly, the NSCN 

(IM) left the area and normalcy brought.17     

 Women’s movements have a great contribution in the socio-economic and political 

development of the society. They have dealt with the whole socio-political and economic 

conditions of the society. With the progress of civilization as well as experiences they also 

acknowledged about the position and the role of women. They also became aware of the fact 

that if the conditions of the women are not improve and aware, the welfare and development 

of the society will have no meaning. As they are contributing nearly halve of the total 

populations, their role is so important in a democratic society. The women of Manipur are 

now politically conscious and often resort to various forms of agitations in a democratic way 

and trying to get the real meaning and fruits of democracy. In every demonstration, female 

participation constitutes about 50% and above of the total populations. There are some 

movements that are launched by women only. In the mass movements too they think that 

their participation is compulsory. We can also observe at present that though women came 

out actively on many issues, they hardly succeed and attain their goal on some of the 

important social issues. One important factor responsible for their failure is the appeasing 

policy of the ruling party. Many political leaders often employed and misguided them for 

their interests and advantages. This created many factions and led to groupisms. The other 

factor is the prevailing law and order situations in Manipur which hampers the execution of 

their work. The societal aspects of human aggregation are based on moral voluntaristic 

cooperative social processes. Coercive power, violence and conflicts do not explain a major 

part of societal existence. Therefore, it is argued that it is the non violent, non coercive power 

and normative voluntaristic behaviors that explain the existence and continuation of human 

society. The pressure and movements of Manipuri women in all the conflict situations tends 



JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC RESEARCH FOR MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
Impact Factor 1.393, Volume 1, Issue 9, October 2013 

 

33 
www.jiarm.com 

therefore to be treated with certain derision or simply set aside as irrelevant. To counteract 

this, many women movement became more aggressive, rude and more violent like radical 

who feel they must blow up everything to set things right. But it should not create any 

negative impression upon the mind of the general public. 

The fundamental pre requisite for reconstruction of human society on the foundations 

of peace is reduction in ego centrism and group centrism and simultaneous altruism. There 

shall be no peace in the true sense of the world or survival of human kind in a dignified 

manner without developing greater and greater elements of altruism in human society. The 

only way to solve the problems of violence is to inculcate values of non violence and develop 

altruistic personalities. With substantial increase in attitudes of love, compassion, kindness 

and sympathetic joy expressed through interactions and inter relationships with individuals 

there is bound to be a qualitative improvement in social reality. A truly non violent person 

radiates peace and peace values to others. Her very presence in a social group will be source 

of positive inspiration for others.   

Women’s movements led to the democratization of society. In a democratization 

process, there should be an obligatory for policy makers and security forces to be accountable 

to the public for their decisions and actions. Demobilizing the combatants and reintegrating 

them into normal life is one of the most challenging priorities in post conflict situations. In 

most cases, women are almost completely excluded from post conflict decision making 

processes. Women bring to peace process a practical understanding of real life and gender 

sensitivity. Today, peace process addresses the need for strengthening every democratic 

institutions and protecting human rights.  
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