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ABSTRACT  

 Learning correct pronunciation is the most important factor in learning a foreign/ 

second language. This is a difficult area in English, unlike the other European languages; 

English does not have fixed phonetic rules. This is partially because of the fact that English 

has borrowed words and expressions extensively from many languages. The pronunciation of 

the word has naturally changed when borrowed into English. Some examples of such 

examples of such changes in the pronunciation can be taken from French: restaurant, café, 

garage etc.. The French pronunciation of these words is different from that of English. Again, 

guessing the pronunciation of a word in English is equally difficult and dangerous as in many 

contexts the original spelling is retained through though the pronunciation has been changed. 

So, the pronunciation of English words has to be learnt with the help of teachers or a 

dictionary, and should never be guessed. The paper highlights the need of English 

pronunciation in effective communication   so that the learners of the second language find it 

easy in improving and picking up the correct pronunciation. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 The study of sounds in a particular language or in languages is called phonology. 

Phonetics is the study of the articulation of speech sounds. Using special signs, it represents 

the different sounds made by the human voice in speech. The sounds produced and uttered in 

English language are represented by relevant signs. It is a mere fact of historical development 

that English has 26 letters which represent 44 sounds. The five vowels i.e. a, e, i, o, u 

represent 20 sounds and the remaining 21 consonants represent 24 sounds. The knowledge of 

these sounds is essential to speak the language correctly. Prior to independence, English was 

learnt as a means to get jobs. As the importance is changed, the students must be able to make 

use of it for national and international benefits. So, to achieve intelligibility of speech at 

international level, speakers / learners should acquire a good knowledge in phonetics. English 

pronunciation is very difficult. It is difficult because so much of the spelling is not phonetic. 

A spelling system can be described as phonetic if you can understand how words are 

pronounced simply by looking at their spelling. 
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Pronunciation and its importance 

Good English pronunciation is likely to be understood even if the learners make errors in 

other areas, whereas learners without good pronunciation will not be comprehended, even if 

their grammar is exact. Such learners may avoid speaking in English, and experience social 

isolation, employment difficulties and limited opportunities for further study. We assess 

people by the way they speak, and so learners with poor pronunciation may be judged as 

incompetent, uneducated or dearth in knowledge. Yet many learners find pronunciation one 

of the most complex aspects of English to acquire, and need explicit help from the teacher. 

Therefore, some kind of pronunciation instruction in class is essential.  

Learning correct pronunciation is the most important factor in learning a foreign/ second 

language. This is a difficult area in English, unlike the other European languages; English 

does not have fixed phonetic rules. This is partially because of the fact that English has 

borrowed words and expressions extensively from many languages. The pronunciation of the 

word has naturally changed when borrowed into English. Some examples of such examples 

of such changes in the pronunciation can be taken from French: restaurant, café, garage etc.. 

The French pronunciation of these words is different from that of English. Again, guessing 

the pronunciation of a word in English is equally difficult and dangerous as in many contexts 

the original spelling is retained through though the pronunciation has been changed. So , the 

pronunciation of English words has to be learnt with the help of teachers or a dictionary, and 

should never be guessed.  

A fair mastery of pronunciation of English is essential 

Speak the speech, I pray you, as I pronounced it to you, trippingly on the tongue; but if you 

mouth it, as many of our players do, I had as life the town crier spoke my lines. 

- Shakespeare , ‘Hamlet’ 

Consonants give intelligibility to speech, but vowels give beauty of utterance. 

     - Alexander Graham Bell 

A.W.Frisby compares language learning by rule to the learning of swimming all by 

theoretical rules in a classroom. One may master all the swimming rules and memorize them 

perfectly, but basing on his theoretical proficiency, if one jumps into deep water, all his 

mastery of rules will not save him from drowning. In the speaking of a language also, one 

may memorize all the pronunciation rules but may falter to speak a correct utterance. English 

pronunciation is extremely difficult. It is complex because so much of the spelling is not 

phonetic. A spelling system can be described as phonetic if you can understand how words 
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are pronounced simply by looking at their spelling.  As Speech is, after all, a habit which is 

acquired not by rule but by practice, practice of pronunciation is a must, and it cannot be 

learnt by fixed rules, once and for all.  

A living language in the spoken form is dynamic. For clarity in speech, as teachers, especially 

as teachers of English, and more especially as teachers who are the sole providers pf this 

second language to the linguistically deprived children (who form the vast majority of the 

learning community), a fair mastery of the phonological system of English is essential. This 

term ‘phonology’ generally intimidates one. But if this ‘august’ term ‘phonology’ is replaced 

with the more down-to-earth ‘pronunciation’, one would be rid of one’s Anglo Phobia (fear 

of English). 

Pronunciation instruction is very important because of the following reasons: 

1. Teaching pronunciation should be a priority because language is primarily a means of 

communication and this communication should be understood by all. If one doesn't 

strive for a common pronunciation one runs the risk of not being understood by the 

target audience. 

2. Teaching pronunciation is crucial since this is the main source of understanding. If 

people cannot utter the correct version of a word/expression then they are not able to 

communicate properly. It would lead to difficulties. 

3. Teaching pronunciation is a priority in learning English. A good pronunciation brings 

you closer to the native accent of English. A good pronunciation provides a speaker 

with confidence to communicate. 

4. Awareness on pronunciation not only does bring about a comprehensible output but 

also leads to better listening comprehension. 

5. Teaching pronunciation is essential for our students. It leads them to a better 

understanding of native speakers and improves their ability to communicate. 

Pronunciation work gives the students more knowledge of how the language works 

because after all if the students know the language but can't communicate with it then 

it is a great pity. 

6. Being able to speak English with proper pronunciation not only makes our speech 

intelligible, but also builds up proper rapport with the listeners. 

 

 

 



JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC RESEARCH FOR MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
Impact Factor 1.393, ISSN: 2320-5083, Volume 1, Issue 10, November 2013 

 

571 
www.jiarm.com 

Need for Teaching Pronunciation 

India is a very vast country. The pronunciation of English of the Indian people differs from 

North to South and from East to West .In order to make Spoken English intelligible, a form 

of standardized English sound should be produced and some knowledge of the English 

Phonemes is necessary for the purpose.  

Intelligibility and Acceptability  

The pronunciation is all about ‘intelligibility’ and ‘acceptability’. A sound may be produced 

in a slightly different manner, and yet if it is understood by the native speaker and is still 

recognizable and does not cause any difficulty to the receiver, then the word is intelligible 

and comprehensible. For instance, Indians may not produce the phonemes / θ/ and / ə/ quite 

as native speakers do, and yet do not suffer from unintelligibility. And the pronunciation of a 

word is acceptable as long as its sound is not distorted. For example, 

‘thing’ cannot be pronounced as ‘ting’ 

‘thin’ cannot be pronounced as ‘tin’ 

‘ban’ cannot be pronounced as ‘van’ 

Pronunciation difficulties among the foreign language/second language learners are due 

to several reasons: 

 English pronunciation does not correspond with the spelling system. 

 Inadequacy of letters in the alphabet to establish one-to-one relationship. 26 letters 

have to do the job of representing 44 sounds. 

 All Indian writing systems are phonetic in nature, in the sense that, we write as we 

read and speak and have the required number of letters to symbolize the phonemes. 

For example, in Telugu, there are 56 letters in the alphabet standing for 56 sounds. 

Hence, Telugu learners do not feel any difficulty in learning pronunciation nor do 

they require special instruction in it. 

 Lack of good models of pronunciation. 

 Influence of the mother tongue. 

Means for developing good pronunciation  

The best means of developing good pronunciation is to provide good models, especially in 

the early stages of learning English, because it is very difficult to undo what has been done or 

unlearn wrong speech habits, once they are formed. The need for giving pattern sentences 

with good pronunciation is imperative in modern methods of teaching English. The teacher 

who is relatively uninformed about phonetics risks transmitting quite serious errors to his 
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students, especially in the earlier stages of language learning. Teachers should make the 

student adept in using the English Pronunciation Dictionary (EPD). 

The pronunciation problems will be solved by good models. If the teacher’s pronunciation is 

good, there is hardly any problem in this field. In schools, if the teacher is well- informed of 

the mechanics of speech production, he/she can easily check the manner of producing 

phonemes by the students. Specialist teachers should be employed at the foundation stage, so 

that correct habits are formed. It is the teacher who needs the knowledge of phonetics- 

whether it is a vowel, consonant, diphthong or allophone, not the study. With this knowledge, 

the teacher can devise and provide oral drills or minimal-pair drills.  

Influence of the Mother Tongue  

It is the influence of the mother tongue that has mostly an adverse effect on learning English 

pronunciation. In Telugu, there are 16 vowels, 3 diphthongs and the rest of the phonemes are 

consonants. Most of the English pronunciation difficulties are owing to the sounds which we 

do not have in our languages. The mistakes are obvious when they pronounce words with/ θ/, 

/ ɔː/,  / ə /, since these sounds are not present in Telugu and hence, equated with the Telugu 

sound/ a/. so we hear words such as, ‘god’, ‘all’, ‘caught’, ‘wall’, ‘call’, ‘toy’, etc.  not with / 

ɔ/ sound but with / a/. Among the diphthongs/ ei /, / ai /, / ɔi /,/əu/, /uə/ are pronounced as 

monophthongs, or are pronounced one for another. Among the consonants/p/, /t/ and /k/ are 

pronounced unaspirated. Their allophones are used although the aspirated /p/, /t/ and /k/ are 

there in Telugu. Eventually, the words ‘pen’, ‘ten’, ‘can’, are released softly without much 

friction. This is due to lack of native modals. In ‘church’, ‘chair’, ‘judge’ and ‘jump’, / tʃ/ and 

/ dʒ/ are completely unvoiced or unsounded. / θ/ is wrongly pronounced by almost all Indian 

speakers, once again due to lack of that particular form in Telugu or any Indian language. It is 

equated to the Telugu or Hindi (th) which is plain and unaspirated. Again, we cannot notice 

any distinction between /w/ and /v/. Words like ‘wonder’, ‘wine’, and ‘worm’ are produced 

with /v/ sound. To be clear, they do not round, project and then withdraw their lips in 

producing/w/, instead, the upper teeth touch the lower lip as in the case of /v/. Another 

common mistake, but logical in the sense that it is based on the analogy of the mother tongue, 

is the utterance of ‘h’ and ‘r’ where they ought to be silent. The use of /s/ for /z/ in words like 

‘boys’, ‘nose’, ‘dishes’, ‘roses’, etc., is common again due to lack of native models of 

pronunciation. 

Recently, the teaching and learning of English pronunciation assumed supreme significance 

in the classroom. In the past, it was not given due attention as the emphasis was on 
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reading(silent reading) and writing skills, and the underlying principle was that, only a few 

people would go abroad and hence, there was no need for the majority to communicate in 

English. Dr.West’s experiment in the Reading project of a Bilingual child is worth 

mentioning here. According to him, ‘Reading’ skill is most essential as a tool for gleaning 

knowledge. Special readers were written and the method was in vogue for a long time. 

Consequently, the speech skill and its concomitants i.e. pronunciation, stress, rhythm and 

intonation were undermined. The English teacher never paid attention to this aspect as he 

himself was not so taught and trained. 

However, at present the modern view regards language as mainly for communication. If it 

suffers from unintelligibility and unacceptability, no ease of communication is possible. It is 

not the standard style that we are very much bothered about although India has adopted the 

‘Received Pronunciation’ or the accepted pronunciation. The reason for preferring this style 

is simply our acquaintance with it since the time of the British rulers.  

 

CONCLUSION  

 Pronunciation must be viewed as a crucial part of communication that should be 

incorporated into classroom activities. English pronunciation instruction should be viewed in 

the same light as the other skills of the English language, such as vocabulary, grammar, 

reading, writing since it is an essential part of communication, particularly through listening 

and speaking. Therefore, pronunciation components have to be incorporated in the materials, 

classroom activities and testing tools; and the teachers have to be adept in English 

pronunciation instruction. The teaching of English pronunciation must aim at intelligible 

pronunciation which is considered as an essential component of communicative competence. 

Teachers can help students by highlighting elements such as sounds, syllables, stress and 

intonation. Teachers can actively encourage the students’ actual production, pronunciation 

awareness and practice through classes. They can encourage them repeatedly to monitor their 

own pronunciation and practice their speaking skills as much as possible in and outside the classroom. 
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