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ABSTRACT 

 Environment is an essential factor that could enhance or impede effective teaching 

and learning.  This study investigated the perception of students’ on teaching/learning 

environment in Suleja Local Government Area of Niger State.  Ten secondary schools were 

involved in the study where 400 respondents made up of male and female students were 

selected as sample for the study.  The selection was done through multi-stage approach to cut 

across class and gender. A questionnaire was designed, validated and used to collect relevant 

data.  The data collected were analysed by using percentages, mean and standard deviation.  

The results indicated that students perceived teaching/learning environment to be fair, 

however, the physical environment was perceived to be poor while the psychological 

environment was perceived to be just fair.  Some recommendations were made for necessary 

improvement. 
 

INTRODUCTION 

     Schools are institutions built for the purpose of education. One of the primary aims of 

education is to transmit accumulated wisdom and knowledge of the society from one 

generation to another. It also prepares young individuals for their future roles in the society, 

thereby giving them opportunity to actively participate in the economic, social and political 

development. That is why education in Nigeria is regarded as an instrument “par excellence” 

for effecting national development. (Federal Government of Nigeria, 2004) 

     Three important factors are associated with formal learning in the school system if the 

school is to achieve the laudable goals of education. These are the students, the teacher and 

the classroom environment. The need for conducive teaching/learning environment in schools 

cannot therefore be over-emphasized. 

     The teaching /learning environment includes architectural space, classroom space, library, 

play ground, laboratory, facilities, furniture, convenience etc. The National Policy on 

Education (2004) stipulated that the classrooms, laboratory and instructional spaces be large 
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enough to service multipurpose functions. James (1987) posited that the best shape for a 

classroom is that which helps or allows the teacher to carry out the schedule of activities most 

effectively. 

     Much has been reiterated on the need for improvement and maintenance of standards in 

education. For this to be possible in practical terms, the school environment has to be 

examined critically because of its great value to teaching and learning. 

     The environment is identified by Yoloye (1999) as one of the five key elements related to 

learning in which evaluation is interested. Traser (1987) and Moos (1979) have established 

that the nature of a classroom environment has potent influence on how well students can 

achieve a range of desired educational goals. 

     Psychologically, the atmosphere created by the teacher for interaction between him and 

the students will either make or mar effective learning in the classroom.  Learning will 

naturally proceed smoothly and enthusiastically if students see the relationship between them 

and their teachers as non-threatening, warm and loving. 

     Midley, Eccles and Feidlaufer (1988) reported a correlation between classroom 

environment and learning. In their study, students who just transited from elementary schools 

to junior secondary reported that their elementary teachers were friendly, caring and 

supportive, unlike their current teachers who were less friendly, careless about them and 

graded them less fairly. These teachers threaten their students with failure and were more 

pessimistic about their students’ ability to be self disciplined. The consequence of these two 

environments is that the students performed better in elementary school than in the junior 

secondary schools.  

The Problem 

There is no denying the fact that the environment in which a child learns has an important 

role to play in learning effectiveness. Suleja Local Government Area being in close proximity 

with the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) has witnessed an influx of people of recent time 

thereby over stretching their physical and social amenities. The education sector is not 

exempted from this. Since many Federal civil servants reside in Suleja, their children and 

wards also attend schools there. 

    A close examination of Nigerian schools indicates poor infrastructural facilities and 

unattractive environment that are psychologically uninspiring (Ikediashi, 1998 and Onwuka, 

1985). Some studies, Long bap (2006), Ikediashi (1989) and Traser (1987) have been 

conducted on school environment and school achievement.  However, this study was 



JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC RESEARCH FOR MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
Impact Factor 1.393, ISSN: 2320-5083, Volume 1, Issue 10, November 2013 

 

143 
www.jiarm.com 

specifically designed to survey students’ perception on teaching and learning environment in 

Suleja L.G.A secondary schools with the bid to suggest meaningful strategies for 

improvement 

Purpose of the Study 

     This study was undertaken to achieve the following objectives: 

1.  To find out students perception on teaching/learning environment in Suleja 

Secondary Schools 

2. To investigate the perception of students on physical environment for 

teaching/learning in Suleja secondary schools. 

3. To verify the perception of students on psychological environment for 

teaching/learning in Suleja Secondary Schools. 

Research Questions 

     In order to achieve the purpose of this study, the following research questions were raised 

to serve as the basic frame work and guide the conduct of the study. 

1.  What is the general perception of students on teaching/learning environment in Suleja 

Secondary Schools? 

2. What is the perception of students on physical environment for teaching/learning in 

Suleja Secondary schools? 

3. What is the perception of students on psychological environment for teaching/learning 

in Suleja Secondary Schools? 

Methodology 

      Design:  The research design adopted for this study is the descriptive method with 

emphasis on survey approach. This was adopted to enable the researchers gather relevant data 

from the students on their perception of teaching/learning environment. 

Population and Sample 

     The population for this study consisted of all secondary schools in Suleja Local 

Government Area of Niger State. There are twenty (20) public secondary schools in Suleja L. 

G. A. [Source: Zonal Directorate of Education, Suleja]. Ten public secondary schools were 

selected for the study.  A Sample of 400 male and female students was selected for the study 

on the basis of 40 respondents per school. A multi-stage sampling approach starting with 

stratified random sampling technique was adopted to select sample from each school bearing 

in mind the students’ gender, and class. A simple random sampling was conducted to select 

sample from each segment (stratum). 
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Research Instrument 

     The major instrument used for the collection of necessary and relevant data for this study 

was a questionnaire titled “Students’ Perception on Teaching/Learning Environment in 

Schools Questionnaire (SPTLESQ). The SPTLESQ was designed and validated by the 

researchers. The instrument is made up of three sections A, B and C. Section A sought 

information on personal data, while section B made up of 15 items required information on 

students perception of physical environment of the school. Section C made up of 10 items 

centred on students perception of psychological environment of the school. 

     Both face and content validity of the instrument was established through expert judgment 

while a test-re-test reliability co-efficient of 0.79 was established for the instrument within 

three weeks interval. 

Data Collection and Analysis 

     The instrument [SPTLESQ] was administered personally by the researchers. This was 

done to allow the researchers make some observations on the issue of investigation. Out of 

the 400 copies administered, only 387 copies were retrieved and found fit for analysis. The 

instrument was scored on the basis of four-point scale of 3,2,1,0. 

     The data collected were analysed by using frequency count and percentage analysis for 

research question one, while means and standard deviations were used to analyze data on 

research questions 2 and 3. 

Results 
     The results of analysis of data on research questions 1, 2, and 3, are presented in tables 1 to 3. 

Table 1: Percentage analysis of students’ perception on teaching learning environment. 

      Quality of teaching/learning   Frequency       Percentage (%) 
      Environment 
 

   Good             31   8.0 
   Fair              292            75.5 
   Poor           64                        16.5 

 
Table 1 indicates that 8% of the respondents perceived the teaching/learning environment in 

Suleja Secondary School to be good, while 75.5% rated it as fair based on their perception 

and 16.5% of the respondents perceived the teaching/learning environment to be poor. In 

summary, majority of the respondents perceive the teaching/learning environment in Suleja 

Secondary Schools to be fair. 
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Table 2: Mean and Standard deviation of students’ perception of physical  (teaching/learning ) environment. 

                  Responses [N=387) 
S/N  Item          X  SD Remark 

 
1. Location of the school (No noise/distractions)    2.3  0.73 Fair 
2. Available trees to provide shades       1.7  0.47 Fair 
3. Planted flower for beauty and attraction      2.3  0.43 Fair 
4. Classroom space for easy movement of  

Teacher and students                2.4  0.64 Fair 
5. Classroom ventilation                2.1  0.54 Fair 
6. Adequate light in the classroom              1.9  0.56 Fair 
7. Classroom ceiling                1.4  0.62 Poor 
8. Classroom paint (i.e. the  condition of 

Painted classroom)         1.3  0.56 Poor 
9. Classroom Furniture         1.9  0.63 Fair 
10. Comfort in the Classroom        1.3  0.57 Poor 
11. Available maps, pictures and diagrams      0.9  0.61 Poor 
12. School library                 1.4  0.65 Poor 
13. School playground (Games and sports 

Facilities)          1.4  0.72 Poor 
14. Science laboratories         1.1  0.48 Poor 
15. School toilets          0.9  0.51 Poor 

 
Table 2 reveals that no item was perceived to be  good, while seven items [items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 

6, and 9 were perceived to be fair and eight of the items [items, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 

15] were perceived to be poor.  On the average, the physical teaching/learning environment in 

Suleja secondary schools was not perceived to be good enough for effective teaching/learning 

 
Table 3: Mean and standard deviation of students’ perception of psychological 
               (teaching/learning) environment. 
 
    Responses (N=387) 
Items     X  SD Remark  

 
1. The teachers are friendly with students                   2.0  0.61 Sometimes 
2. Teachers provide direction without 
   dominating the students  1.9  0.70 Sometimes 
3. Teachers give extra help to students in the class 1.9  0.58 Sometimes 
4. Teachers are cheerful and warm.  1.9  0.63 Sometimes 
5. Teachers are firm and maintain order in the Class 2.3  0.61 Sometimes 
6. The teachers deal with students without Bias  
regardless of students background                  1.9  0.55 Sometimes 
7. Students feel free to approach their teachers  1.9  0.64 Sometimes 
8. Teachers allow students to ask questions                 2.5  0.43 Always 
9. The teachers give students good sense of  
   belonging                  1.8  0.67 Sometimes 
10. The teachers make learning exciting  1.2  0.51 rarely  
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Table 3 shows that only item 8 was done consistently, while other items except item 10 (i.e. 

item 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 9] were sometimes carried out by the teachers in the class.  

However, item 10 was rarely done by teachers.  On the average the psychological 

environment of teaching/learning was perceived to be just fair (average) since most of the 

items were indicated to occur sometimes:  Which means there is no consistency in their 

practice. 

Discussion of findings 

     The result of the analysed data in table 1 shows that students perceived teaching/learning 

environment in Suleja to be fair.  This is contrary to the assertion of Onwuka (1985) which 

indicated that teaching/learning environment in Nigeria schools was poor.  However, the 

emphasis was on primary school. 

     The result also revealed that the students did not perceive the physical environment for 

teaching and learning in schools to be good enough for learning.  This is in line with 

Ikediashi (1989) findings that most secondary schools lack good facilities and the classroom 

walls were dirty and the situation does not allow for a dynamic, creative self actualizing 

learning environment.  It must be pointed out that items like classroom ceiling, classroom 

paint, school library, play ground, science laboratories, school toilets and comfort in the class 

were perceived to be poor.  Such items need to be properly looked into 

     The result of analysed data in table 3 indicates that the psychological environment for 

teaching and learning in schools was perceived by students to be just fair.  Most of the things 

that make for a psychologically conducive atmosphere for teaching and learning were not 

consistently done by the teachers.  The result shows that they were done once in a while 

(sometimes). However, it was quite revealing that the teachers rarely make learning exciting 

although they always allow students to ask questions. 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

     The findings of this study have revealed some problems to the researchers and have 

implications for teachers, schools’ management and the government of Niger State. It 

therefore constitutes a challenge for effective teaching/learning in secondary schools. 

The following recommendations are hereby made based on the findings. 

1.  The government should endeavour to build more classrooms in secondary schools 

that are better for teaching and learning.  Such classrooms should be well painted, 
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spacious enough for easy movement of teachers and students and with adequate 

ventilation. 

2. The government should also provide secondary schools with well equipped and 

functional libraries and laboratories. 

3. A good play ground for games and sports with adequate sporting facilities should be 

provided for each secondary school by the government.  This can also be done with 

the collaboration of the Parent/Teachers Association. 

4. The principals should ensure that all resources are mobilized to provide conveniences 

(toilets) for the schools and make the classrooms comfortable.  

5. Teachers should endeavour to improve on their relationship with the students to make 

the classroom psychologically conducive for learning. 

6. The teachers should make use of meaningful instructional materials to make their 

lesson interesting and worthwhile for the students so as to make learning exciting. 

7. Teachers should also be flexible in their handling of students’ problems and needs. 
They should work conscientiously to provide enduring and transferable learning experiences. 

8. The schools should be well organized and staffed with qualified teachers that are 

aware of environmental demands of academic system and are ready to work hand in 

hand with the school management and students to make the teaching/learning 

environment conducive for learning. 
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