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VALUE BASED EDUCATION 
DR.K.JAYARAMAIAH, M.A.M.ED.PH.D.,* 

*Dept. of Philosophy, S.V. University, Andhra Pradesh, India 
 

 

MEANING OF VALUE BASED EDUCATION 

A few decades ago, no one affixed the word “value” before education.  It was 

well understood by one word “Education”, and no one talked of “Education”, and no 

one talked of “Value Education” as such.  Why this emphasis became necessary?  The 

answer is not far to seek.  Education has become almost one sided.  Rapid strides have 

been made in acquisition of knowledge about the outer world, in the growth of 

physical sciences, and in discovering the wonders of the materialistic means.  In the 

process, we forgot the subject, the human being, the inner self.  The result is before 

us-emotional imbalance, moral degradation, economic barbarism, corruption, tension, 

terrorism, crimes, and dreadful diseases.  And what have we achieved? powerful 

weapons, faster communications, computers, more and more leisure, production of 

more and more consumer articles to satisfy our growing lust and greed.  This failure is 

not being increasingly realized by philosophers and scientists alike, by educationists 

as well as political leaders, and surely, by the religious heads too, who were otherwise 

confined to their dogmas and rituals.  With the rejuvenated stress on moral education, 

which has once again been brought to focus, value education is now understood as 

synonymous with moral education.  But as mentioned earlier, value education 

connotes much more than moral education. The main cause of our ills today is lack of 

moral and ethical values and the total neglect of emotional integration.  What we need 

today is the restoration of faith in the eternal truths which cannot be seen or proved.  I 

would like to call it revival of human values as distinct from human rights.  Lofty 

ideals of democracy and socialism are failing today, and none of the schemes of social 

justice and eradication of poverty is succeeding because our education has not made 

us honest and service minded.  The great ideals of Liberty and Equality enshrined in 

our Constitution are in constant conflict, because we have not cared to practice 

another feature of our Constitution, namely, Fraternity, which can be imbibed only 

with ethics and religion. This brings me to the most misunderstood concepts of 

'Secularism’.  It is this misunderstanding which has stood against the implementation 

of the accepted national policy on education, and the recommendation of the many 
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commissions set up after independence of India-that of integrating moral values in the 

educational system of the schools.  The politicians and the administrators are equally 

responsible for this misinterpretation, and for inaction under the erroneous shelter of 

the Constitution.  The  relevant provision of the Constitution, the most important of 

which is the preamble in which the world ‘secular’ has been used states ‘to constitute 

India into a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic”. In Hindu translation 

of secular, the word used in “Panth Nirpeksh” and not “Doharma-Nirpeksh”  It is thus 

obvious that secularism denies favour to any sect of religion, be it Jainism or Sikhism 

or Buddhism or Islam or Christianity or Sanatan, but it does not deny ‘Dharma’.  

Unfortunately, there is no English word to connote the meaning which in Hindi or 

Sanskrit we call “Dharma”.   The word “Religion” used in the Constitution, in the 

light of the Hindi rendering of the preamble, does not mean “Dharma” as a whole 

value, but a particular belief or a particular dogma or a section of the religious 

community.  When Article 28 of the Constitution states that ‘No religious instruction 

shall be provided in any educational institution wholly maintained out of the state.  

“In only means that no sectarian or sectional instructions will be imparted” This 

meaning of the word religion used in the Constitution is reaffirmed by the language of 

the Article 26 of the Constitution according to which” every religious denomination 

or any section there of shall have the right to manage its own affairs in matters of 

religion.” The word “Dharma” is comprehensive and universal, which does not 

discriminate on the basis of any caste or creed.  It means “Sarva-Dharma-Sambhava” 

of Gandhi, or “Universal religion” of Vivekanand.  There is no sect which does not 

accept Non-violence, Truth, Honesty and Aparigrah as the cardinal principles.  There 

is no faith which does not encompass love, Compassion, Tolerance and Brotherhood.  

The universal virtues, by whatever name they may be called, ought to be taught and 

practiced in all educational institutions, particularly in the primary and secondary 

schools.  The physical science and the spiritual science are complementary 

disciplines, as very aptly stated by Einstein that “Science without religion is blind, 

and religion without science is lame”.  We need objective methodology as well as 

subjective methodology.  Unless we introduce universal religion in the form as well as 

the contents of the school education, the vast store of knowledge which we are 

gathering and discovering, will perceptibly or imperceptibly lead to destruction, 

frustration and erosion of all that is good in our culture and civilization, sooner than 

later. Materialistic view of secularism which denies any justification for religion is 
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suicidal.  Tolerant view of secularism which aims at equal respect for all religions is 

insufficient and passive.  We should take positive and synthetic view of secularism, 

which means adoption of universal religion on the basis of the unity of moral and 

spiritual values.  Implementation brooks no further delay.  We can please neither the 

minorities nor the majority by teaching no morals.  State funding of such a universal 

religion is not prohibited, and cannot be prohibited in the Constitution of any civilized 

country. Education in general and value education in particular occupies a prestigious 

place in the contemporary society. Education is expected to play major role in 

promoting national development in all its ramifications.  At the same time, it should 

bring about harmonious development of all the faculties-towards adequate preparation 

for life. During recent times, parents, teachers and society at large are concerned 

about values and value education of children1.Value education consists in a planned 

educational action aimed at the development of proper attitudes, emotions, values and 

character in the learners.  All aspects of personality development-physical, 

intellectual, moral, social, economic, political, aesthetic, cultural and spiritual will be 

covered by it. 

Value Education is not a one more course or subject to be taught and tested 

within a fixed time frame in any educational institution.  It integrates with and 

enriches the entire curriculum, bath cognitive and non-cognitive areas.  No separate 

teacher is needed for carrying value education. As a comprehensive process, value 

education works on the total personality of the individual.  It makes the individual to 

choose the highest ideals of life in order to realize them in thought, word and deed.  It 

helps all human faculties of the knowing, feeling and doing to function well in a 

united way and not in isolation.  As a result, the student besides knowing the right and 

the good expresses suitable emotions and exercises committed strong will to do the 

right or good thing. Thus, value education means the overall qualitative improvement 

of the existing lopsided education with the main aim of the total development of an 

individual’s personality2. 
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VALUES-DEFINITIONS  

 Values lack universal definition but they have been interpreted in different 

ways.  According to Cambridge dictionary of philosophy, the value is the worth of 

something that philosophers discerned these main forms of intrinsic, instrumental, 

inherent and contributory value.  The intrinsic value may be taken as a basis and 

others defined in terms of it. Values are described as the socially defined desires and 

goals that are internalized through the process of condition, learning and socialization. 

Values are goals set for achievement and they motivate, define and colour all our 

activities cognitive, affective and co native. When education builds up true values in 

the life of our student, it has equipped the ship of students with RADAR and compass 

to sail clear on the stormy sea of life. Values reflect different philosophical positions.  

The concepts of values are closely associated with the concept of man. According to 

Jules Henry in “Culture against Man” (1963), values are something that we consider 

good such as love, kindness, quietness, contentment, fun, honesty, decency, relaxation 

and simplicity. According to Carl Rogers in “Freedom to Learn” (1969), valuing is 

the tendency of a person to show preference. According to Louis E.Raths, Merrill and 

Harmin and Sidney B.Simon in “Values and Teaching” (1966), values are due to the 

tout of experiences may come certain and guides to behaviour.  These guides tend to 

give direction to life. According to Shepard B.Clough in “Basic Values of Western 

Civilizatuib” (1960), values have been variously viewed as preferences, criteria, 

objects and possessions, personality and status characteristics and states of maid that 

are absolutes, inherent in objects present in man and stages of mind and identical with 

his behaviour. According to Derek Rowntree’s (1960) “Dictionary of  Education”, 

values are the morals and aesthetics, principles, beliefs and standards that give 

coherence and direction to a person’s decisions and actions.  Where such values are 

held by or are imposed upon the majority of people in a society, they may be known 

as social values. According to Allport’s, “the term value means the relative 

prominence of the subject’s interest or the dominant interest in personality” 

 According to R.K.Mukerjee “values are socially approved drives and goals 

that are internalized through the process of conditioning, learning or socialization and 

that becomes subjective preferences, standards and aspiration.” According to D.H. 

Parker, “values belong wholly to the inner world of mind. The satisfaction of desire is 
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the real value, the thing that serves is only an instrument.  A value is always an 

experience never a thing or an object”. According to John Dewey, “the value means 

primarily to prize, to esteem, to appraise, to estimate; it means the act of cherishing 

something, holding it dear and also the act of passing judgment upon the nature and 

amounts of values as compared with something else.” According to Dr. Prem Kirpal, 

“(i) what we believe-professional values.(ii) what we practice-operational values and  

(iii)  What we learn from experience in order to adopt and renew traditions received 

from the past traditional values” .According to Brubacher, “to state one’s aim of 

education is at once to state his educational values”. Educational values are those 

activities which are good, useful and valuable from the point of view of education. In 

statistics, the different quantitative and qualitative in which an entity can be with 

respect to some variable that is different categories and measurement. Values simply 

stated, are the determiners in the man that influence his choices in life and that decide 

his behaviour. Values as indicated are inherent, in individual man but they are 

additionally inherent although perhaps less definably so, in collective man in a given 

culture that is or in a combination of cultures.  Whatever the exact nature of human 

society, values exist in some form.  In a primitive society, they reside in the minds of 

individuals handed down from generation to generation.  In a developed society, they 

reside in written documents as well as in the intangible of social mores and 

expectances. In respect to individual’s culture values are circular, existing in 

individuals they flow into and help to shape the culture existing condition, without 

categorically dictating the values developed by individuals in those cultures.  It is 

important that all individuals habitually interact certain values from their respective 

cultures.  Individuals, who are more autonomous, however are able to rise above at 

least many of the culture values that impinge on them. 

NATURE OF VALUES 

 Values relate to the aims of human life.  For the achievement of aims, main 

frames certain notions and these notions are called values. 

 Our conduct is motivated by our values. 
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 Values are masterminds which give direction to one’s strivings. Values 

represent feelings, wants, interests, attitudes, preferences and opinions about 

what is right, just, fair or desirable. 

 Value is the act of cherishing something.  A person who values justice will 

spend a lot of energy in search for it. 

Individuals singly and collectively assume one of the following four instances 

in their attempts to formulate or change values and value systems. 

 In the manner of the deductive, they postulate that truth is known a priority 

and thus needs only to be uncovered, understood and applied. 

 In the manner of the pragmatist they postulate that tradition constantly tested 

should guide human affairs. 

 In the manner of existentialist they postulate that individual man works out his 

own values. 

 In the manner of the Hegelian, they postulate that built into history is a 

dynamic force that guides human life. 

KINDS OF VALUES  

Generally, values may be classified as personal, social, moral, spiritual and 

behavioural values. 

a. Personal Values 

 They refer to those, which are desired and cherished by the individual 

irrespective of his social relationship.  The individual determines his own standards of 

achievement and attains these targets without explicit interaction with any other 

persons. 

b. Social Values 

 Social values refer to those, which are oriented and concerning to society.  

These values are practiced because of our association with others.  Unlike personal 



JIARM VOLUME 1           ISSUE 4             (MAY 2013)       ISSN : 2320 – 5083 
 

148 
www.jiarm.com 

values, the practice of social values necessitates the interaction of two or more 

persons. 

c. Moral Values 

 Moral values related to individual’s character and personality conforming to 

what is right and virtuous.  They reveal a person’s self-control.  

d. Spiritual Values 

 Spiritual values refer the perception of the ‘within’ in man. It arises from the 

inner depth dimension of man. It bestows the capacity to see the false as the false and 

the true as the true.  It is the key to the integration of man.  The ultimate ethical value 

is called spiritual value. Spiritual value is the awareness of itself. 

e. Behavioural Values 

 Behavioural values refer to all good manners that are needed to make our life 

successful and joyous.  These are the values, which are exhibited by our conduct and 

behaviour in our daily life.  Behavioural values adorn our life and spread cordially 

friendliness. 

VALUES AND VALUE BASED EDUCATION 

The contents of education still belong to the past.  Education suffers basically 

from what the report describes as the gap between its contents and living 

experience of its pupils between the system of values that it preaches and the goals 

set up by society, between its ancient curricula and the modernity of science. 

- Learning To Be (the Report of the International Commission) 

OBJECTIVES OF VALUE BASED EDUCATION 

 The education reform document ‘Challenges of Education’ (1985) enlists the 

following value orientation objectives: 

 Physical, intellectual and aesthetic development of personality. 

 Inculcation of a scientific temper, and democratic, moral and spiritual values. 
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 Development of self-confidence of innovate and to face unfamiliar situations. 

 Creation of awareness of physical, social, technological, economic and 
cultural environment. 

 Fostering a healthy attitude to dignity of labour and hard work. 

 A commitment to principles of secularism and social justice. 

 A dedication to uphold the integrity and honour, and foster the development of 
the country. 

 Promotion of international understanding. 

NEED FOR VALUE BASED EDUCATION 

 Moral development 

 Cultural development 

 Development of wider attitude 

 Development of democratic qualities  

 Sublimation of instincts 

 Resolving conflicts 

 Co-operative living 

 Basis of humanitarianism 

 Decoration of soul 

 Maintaining harmony 

PURPOSE OF VALUE BASED EDUCATION 

 “The purpose of value-oriented education is to fight obscurantism, religious 

fanaticism and violence and promote and nurture critical thinking, reflection, 

reasoning and build-up a humane approach to life”, National Council of Educational 

Research and Training (NCERT), Director J.S.Rajput was quoted as saying in a 

statement. 
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VALUE BASED EDUCATION - SOME BASIC ISSUES 

 There are certain age old traditions such as preference for the male child, 

notional advantages of a large family, religion as the sole guiding principle in 

personal and social life, caste as identity, etc.  There is another set of values relating 

to attitudes and behaviour such as caring and sharing in the family and society, 

obedience and respect for elders, respect for argument and reasoning, non-violence 

and personal hygiene.  In contemporary society, some of these values may need to be 

reinterpreted or replaced while some others may require reinforcement.  In the context 

of these concerns, what values will reflect a national ethos? 

 Very often, value oriented education and moral education are considered 

synonymous. 

 How should education and school practices be kept apart form myths and beliefs? 

 How should value oriented education be done? Can it be done through preaching 

religious and moral instructions? 

 Should we consider a separate time slot for value oriented education or integrate 

values in education through teaching learning methods, instructional materials, co-

curricular and extra-curricular activities. 

 Very often there is a basic contradiction between what is in school and family as 

value oriented education and what children actually observe in society and 

through the media. 

Value Based Education-Then and Now  

 A glance of philosophical, historical, political and social aspects reveal that 

there was a major shift of value orientation from past to present due to many foreign 

invasions. 

 Ancient India was rich in spiritual and intellectual attainment.  The ultimate 

objective of education was to equip the child for spiritual and moral life.  Indian 

education has been considered to be not only intellectual pursuit but also a practical 

aid to show the right way of living. The unique feature of value system depicted in 
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ancient Indian thought was that man was given freedom to acquire wealth (Artha) and 

physical well being (Kama) but it should be in a right way (Dharma) to attain ultimate 

goal of life (Moksha). 

Value Based Education- Ancient India 

 Ancient Indian education was mostly value based and aimed to cultivate 

virtues in the form of ulterior values-truth (satyam), goodness (Sivam) and beauty 

(Sundaram). The ultimate purpose and aim of education in ancient India was self 

realization or divine perfection. Child was trained to control his desire and acquire 

skills required for self perfection in the past.  He was initiated through a ritual, 

Upanayanam in order to attain self-perfection and knowledge.  The relationship 

between teacher and taught was spiritual and divine. Teacher was an exemplary 

modern to students for imbibing noble values.  The method of education involved 

three steps of Sravana (listening), Manana (deliberation) and Nididhyasana 

(meditation). 

Value Based Education-Medieval and Modern India 

 The ultimate aim of education is to develop necessary skills, attitudes and 

values for meaningful and virtuous living in the changing society.  It is due to 

scientific and technological development, man has shifted his way of living from 

spiritual to materialistic approach. 

Value Based Education-21st Century 

 Every nation of the word is striving utmost to bring into the lives of their 

people, the marvels of science and technology.  Now we are in fast changing worried 

world, ever sicken with fear of war annihilation.  When we focus vision on India, the 

scenario is alarming. Materialism has engulfed us.  Too much dominance of 

materialism in a country is leading to lack of faith in idealism. In the words of 

Prof.D.S. Kothari, science and technology are exploding but wisdom imploding. It is 

shrinking.  Knowledge is expanding and human personality is shrinking.  Because of 

the explosion of knowledge, we find various kinds of imbalances and calamities. 
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Value Based Education – Emerging Indian Society 

 The challenge before our country and all sections of our society is inculcation 

of ethical, social and spiritual values.  The present malady in our society is the 

absence of ethical conduct.  We have become slaves of material civilization.  The 

dominant impulse of today is not only the greed for riches and desire for luxurious 

living but also desire for power by fair or foul means.  How to give our society a 

worthy purpose motivated by ethics?  

 A national well being is in its spiritual and moral health.  Everything else for 

which it strives depends on this.  Our nation now requires the teachers of character, 

who possess a real sense of vocation.  We still want all of them to assist in the task of 

“making good man and woman”.  If value oriented education becomes a regular 

feature of school life, they could properly, increase the effectiveness of the school’s 

contribution to the value development of children. 

 The entire process of value oriented education is a highly complex process that 

involves a wide range and variety of learning experiences.  Scholars and teachers have 

made their significant contribution towards value oriented education. They have 

provided ample opportunities for children to be aware to think and reflect, to question 

and criticize, to care and feel to develop the disposition and will to act on one’s 

convictions with references to critical human concerns. In the words of the Prof. 

S.R.Rotidekar, the success in value oriented education depends upon the enthusiasm 

and commitment of teachers and government.  He emphasizes that, “the value 

oriented education is not an additional subject.  It should permit all work and 

activities in education institutions like a guardian angel”. B.R. Gayal claims, one of 

the merging needs for school system is to plan for developing a definite outlook on 

values in students, teachers and parents.  There is a need to create an educational 

climate through planning and organizing value oriented education strategies like the 

following 

 Framing school policy on moral and social values. 

 Announcing it to the pupils, parents and teachers. 

 Creating a sense of feeling in teachers and parents for its implementation. 
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 Introducing the concepts through the school programs and classroom activities. 

 Planning modification in organizational aspects of value oriented education 
policy. 

 Reserving that value oriented education is the core of a school’s success. 
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