
Journal of International 
Academic Research for Multidisciplinary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.jiarm.com 



Editorial Board 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Dr. Kari Jabbour, Ph.D   

Curriculum Developer, 

American College of Technology,  

Missouri, USA. 

 

Er.Chandramohan, M.S  

System Specialist - OGP  

ABB Australia Pvt. Ltd., Australia. 

 

Dr. S.K. Singh 

Chief Scientist 

Advanced Materials Technology Department 

Institute of Minerals & Materials Technology   

Bhubaneswar, India 

 

PROF.Dr. Sharath Babu,LLM Ph.D  

Dean. Faculty Of Law, 

Karnatak University Dharwad,  

Karnataka, India 

 

 

Dr.SM Kadri, MBBS,MPH/ICHD, 

FFP Fellow, Public Health Foundation of  India  

Epidemiologist Division of Epidemiology and Public Health, 

Kashmir, India 

 

Dr.Bhumika Talwar, BDS  

Research Officer 

State Institute of Health & Family Welfare 

Jaipur, India 

 

Dr. Tej Pratap Mall Ph.D  

Head, Postgraduate Department of Botany,  

Kisan P.G. College, Bahraich, India. 

 

Dr. Arup Kanti Konar, Ph.D 

Associate Professor of Economics Achhruram,   

Memorial College, 

SKB University, Jhalda,Purulia,  

West Bengal. India 

 

Dr. S.Raja Ph.D  

Research Associate, 

Madras Research Center of CMFR , 

Indian Council of Agricultural Research, 

Chennai, India 

 

Dr. Vijay Pithadia, Ph.D, 

Director - Sri Aurobindo Institute of Management 

Rajkot, India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Er. R. Bhuvanewari Devi M.Tech, MCIHT  

Highway Engineer, Infrastructure,  

Ramboll, Abu Dhabi, UAE 

 

Sanda Maican, Ph.D.  

Senior Researcher, 

Department of Ecology, Taxonomy and Nature Conservation 

Institute of Biology of the Romanian Academy,  

Bucharest, ROMANIA 

 

Dr.Damarla Bala Venkata Ramana 

Senior  Scientist 

Central Research Institute for Dryland Agriculture (CRIDA) 

Hyderabad, A.P, India 

 

PROF.Dr.S.V.Kshirsagar,M.B.B.S, M.S  

Head - Department of Anatomy, 

Bidar Institute of Medical Sciences, 

Karnataka, India. 

 

DR ASIFA NAZIR, M.B.B.S, MD 

Assistant Professor Dept of Microbiology 

Government Medical College, Srinagar, India. 

 

 

Dr.AmitaPuri, Ph.D  

Officiating Principal 

Army Inst. Of Education 

New Delhi, India 

 

Dr. Shobana Nelasco Ph.D  

Associate Professor, 

Fellow of Indian Council of Social Science 

Research (On Deputation},  

Department of Economics,  

Bharathidasan University, Trichirappalli. India 

 

M. Suresh Kumar, PHD  

Assistant Manager,  

Godrej Security Solution, 

India. 

 

Dr.T.Chandrasekarayya,Ph.D  

Assistant Professor, 

Dept Of Population Studies & Social Work, 

S.V.University, Tirupati, India. 

 



JIARM VOLUME 1           ISSUE 5             (JUNE 2013)       ISSN : 2320 – 5083 
 

94 
www.jiarm.com 

URBANISATION AND HISTORIOGRAPHY: PROSPECTIVE 
AND PROBLEMS 

 
DR.V.MALLIKARJUNA REDDY*  

    
       *Academic consultant, Dept. of History, Sri Venkateswara University, India 

                                                                                          
INTRODUCTION 

Studies on urbanisation and urban centres during the ancient and medieval 

period have largely remained a neglected and relatively less explored field. 

Urbanisation is not a new phenomenon. Urbanisation is not a product. In this paper an 

attempt is made to assess the problems and perspectives in applying the process of 

urbanisation in India in interpreting the economic history, or otherwise known as 

“New Economic History” or “Urbanisation History”, which means the application of 

the process of urbanisation to historical studies for attaining precision and perfection. 

Modern historians, basing their study in conjunction with archaeological and 

anthropological evidence, elements of change and continuity have been noticed in the 

early Indian society and economy.   History (from Greek ἱστορία - historia,) meaning 

"inquiry, knowledge acquired by investigation" is an umbrella term that relates to past 

events as well as the discovery, collection, organization, and presentation of 

information about these events. History can also refer to the academic discipline 

which uses a narrative to examine and analyse a sequence of past events, and 

objectively determine the patterns of cause and effect that determine them. In fact, 

increasing attention has been given to the studies in urbanisation studies. Ancient and   

Medieval cities are generally seen as ‘parasitic’ depending largely on countryside, 

extracting large surplus to its own advantage while hardly giving back anything in 

return. Yet vibrant commercial activities provided a town a district character. There 

are many approaches to study the ancient and medieval Indian towns.  Unlike a 

village and town, a city is a relatively permanent and highly organised centre of 

population of greater size and importance than a town or village. But what is needed 

in this process is accurate data, which can provide reasonably accurate knowledge of 

occupational and cultural groups, the social structure of community and population 

mobility. It is viewed that it can be a highly useful method of getting at the “grass 

roots” and seeing the hitherto unsuspected patterns at the mass level, when adequate 

data are available. 
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DISCUSSION 

In this paper an attempt is made to assess the problems and perspectives in 

applying the process of urbanisation in India in interpreting the economic history, or 

otherwise known as “New Economic History” or “Urbanisation History”, which 

means the application of the process of urbanisation to historical studies for attaining 

precision and perfection. 

Studies on urbanisation and urban centres during the ancient and medieval 

period have largely remained a neglected and relatively less explored field. 

Urbanisation is not a new phenomenon. Urbanisation is not a product. It is a process 

in the course of history of mankind. There is tendency to follow the notion that “ a 

town is a town, wherever it is” and that  being a visual phenomenon the town to city 

should be made an object of study in  its own right. As a result some of the works on 

urbanisation nothing more than compilations of lists of towns under various 

categories such as market, trade and commercial centres, political and administrative 

centres and religious centres. Sociologists look at it a as a process as well as 

instrument of modernisation and social change- a break from traditional past.  

Geographers look at urbanisation as a process by which human beings and their 

activities congregate spatially to give rise to towns and cities of various sizes-They 

also examine the internal structures functions and external relations of urban places.1 

Whereas Economists lay emphasis on urban centres as engines of economic growth. 

Hence it can be concluded that the study of urbanisation has to do with the economic, 

political, social and geographical processes that have shaped and are continuing to 

shape the basic character of urban life in India from ancient times. Urban history is a 

field of history that examines the historical nature of cities and towns, and the process 

of urbanization. The approach is often multidisciplinary, crossing boundaries into 

fields like social history, architectural history, urban sociology, urban geography 

business history, and archaeology. Urbanization and industrialization were popular 

themes for 20th century historians, often tied to an implicit model of modernization, 

or the transformation of rural traditional societies.2 It is interesting to note that 

R.Champakalakshmi in her scholarly work3 has rightly remarked “the concern with 

processes rather than  typologies also brings us to the central issues in urban history 

namely, whether the visual presence of towns is a justification for treating what is “ 

essentially a physical object” as a “ social object” to be “ turned into a focus analysis 

in its own right i.e. reified concept of the city as a decisive agency or independent 
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variable in the process of social change or whether urban history should be pursued as 

“ part of the analysis of those broad socio-economic changes with which history is 

concerned, i.e. those socio-economic changes which generate urban forms.  

History (from Greek ἱστορία - historia,) meaning "inquiry, knowledge 

acquired by investigation"4 is an umbrella term that relates to past events as well as 

the discovery, collection, organization, and presentation of information about these 

events. History can also refer to the academic discipline which uses a narrative to 

examine and analyse a sequence of past events, and objectively determine the patterns 

of cause and effect that determine them.5 

Historians sometimes debate the nature of history and its usefulness by 

discussing the study of the discipline as an end in itself and as a way of providing 

"perspective" on the problems of the present.6 Hence it is clear that history is the 

study of the past or study of the past events or the study of what happened in the past. 

Recent scholars have shifted their focus from traditional political dynastic 

history to the study of social, economic and cultural history thereby recognizing the 

effect of socio-economic changes on the political developments of the time. Basing 

their study in conjunction with archaeological and anthropological evidence, elements 

of change and continuity have been noticed in the early Indian society and economy. 

It is an attempt to put in concrete terms what remains as a series of abstract 

ideas. In fact, historians, who were not convinced of the amount of precision available 

in historical studies, wanted history, should also make maximum use of the exploding 

scientific knowledge. In fact, increasing attention has been given to the studies in 

urbanisation studies. Ancient and Medieval cities are generally seen as ‘parasitic’ 

depending largely on countryside, extracting large surplus to its own advantage while 

hardly giving back anything in return. Yet vibrant commercial activities provided a 

town a district character. There are many approaches to study the ancient and 

medieval Indian towns.  Unlike a village and town, a city is a relatively permanent 

and highly organised centre of population of greater size and importance than a town 

or village. 

U.N.Ray analysed the process of urbanisation as, how the use of iron helped 

for the growth of cities and also how it created agricultural surplus, a basic 

requirement for the growth of cities. Further he says that during the iron age, cities 

grew, wherever transport facilities were available to clear the surplus, industrial 

stocks and agricultural excess. Such urban settlements grew fast with the availability 
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of communication system resulting in the emergence of road-building technique and 

brisk trade routes were the contributions of the iron age for the economic growth of an 

urban centre7.R.Redfield and M.B. singer maintain, that generally speaking Indian 

cities emerged out of political, administrative, and cultural concerns and their 

commercial and industrial functions were insignificant8.  

It was V.Gordon Childe9 who distinguished the urban settlements from the 

rural areas. He identified the urban areas are dense populated and both producing 

classes and producing classes lives who are supported by agricultural surplus created 

by peasants of rural. R.M.Adams suggests that the urbanisation is the result of 

reliance on widely different food resources and occupational specialisation10. Geiden 

sjobeg thinks that economic prosperity also contributed for the rise of urbanism but at 

the same time he disagrees with the view that it was the only factor for the rise of 

urban phenomena. He further states that even the economic endeavour requires the 

support of well organised power structure and asserts that cities can never flourish in 

the absence of a state.  Thus the state is of primary importance while the economic 

considerations are of secondary importance in the urban growth.11 

 

However, Bhattacharya12, while describing the urban development in India 

stated that several factors contributed for urbanisation since early historic period. 

They were 1) Rural settlements and Agriculture 2) Industry and 3) Trade, commerce 

and transport. According to him agriculture constitutes the backbone of the country’s 

economy. When compared with agriculture, industry played a lesser role in providing 

a means of living to the people but the production of industrial products gave rise to 

both inland and overseas trade resulting in the movement of people. 

Hamida Khatoon Naqvi13 has highlighted the importance of political, stability 

in the growth of medieval Indian towns. She argues that, the highly centralized Indian 

states with base at Lahore, Delhi or Agra worked to foster viability and endurance in 

urban concentrations. The rise and fall of medieval Indian towns corresponded largely 

to the vigour or weakness of the central political power. K.N.Choudhury14 has 

focused upon the ‘complementarities of economic modality and political attributed’. 

He defines commercial towns of Mughal period as a case of ‘flag following the trade’. 

for him ‘political skills were essential to preserve their economic interests’. Satish 

Chandra, however, argues that the political integration resulting in unprecedented 

growth of towns is actually over emphasised. He questions, if that was so then why 
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after the Thugluq period following the disintegration of the political power, did not 

result in the decline of town? Satish Chandra, instead, links the growth of towns to 

agricultural expansion. He argues, taking the case of Firuz Shah thughlug’s reign 

when the sultanate shrank to half its size, that the period is marked by emergence of 

many new towns. As a result of Muhammad Thughluqs network of canals and 

impacts of new technology and expansion of horticulture all this led to the growth of 

agrarian sector. He has emphasised that we cannot simply dismiss the Afghansas 

‘merely warriors’. Instead, unlike the Turks Afghans settled in the countryside 

suggested that they must have had something more to do with agriculture. He applies 

the same argument to the 18th century as well. He argues that evidence pertaining to 

the decline of cities during the 18th century comes largely from literacy traditions.15 

There is no doubt that Delhi faced a decline but only as a chief administrative centre. 

In 1772 Delhi is mentioned by shah Nawuz khan as a flourishing city filled with all 

sorts of crafts. Chetan singh has also emphasised the growth of urban centres, 

particularly manufacturing centres in well developed agricultural zones away from the 

main trade routes. Irfan Habib16 however, relates ‘urban decline to ‘agrarian’ crises. 

Mughal cities declined in the 18th century. From the above discussion it is clear that a 

single factor alone cannot be a responsible for the emergence of urban centres and 

their growth. 

But what is needed in this process is accurate data, which can provide 

reasonably accurate knowledge of occupational and cultural groups, the social 

structure of community and population mobility. It is viewed that it can be a highly 

useful method of getting at the “grass roots” and seeing the hitherto unsuspected 

patterns at the mass level, when adequate data are available. In this connection it is 

important to note the warnings of William  O.Aiydelotte17 who has warned of two 

steps: Collecting data on the basis of certain assumptions and making inferences at the 

conclusion. The raw data frequently suffer from in exactitude and incomparability. 

“Near watertight compartments” usually are not available for purposes of 

classification. Hence it can be said that while employing the process of urbanisation 

as a tool to define history the historian shall take utmost care.  

It is interesting to note that too much of analysis of urbanisation in history 

makes it dull and boring-the pleasure of reading is lost, recapturing the past becomes 

a taxing and vexatious affair. Analysis and classification of urbanisation is good, but 
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in a limited way, to a limited circle, to a limited area-i.e. to micro level but not to 

macro level of studies. 
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