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Abstract:  

 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was one of the pioneers of social justice in India. It was 

Ambedkar who provided new dimensions to the concept of justice. We regard him as the 

“Champion of Social justice”. He was himself a victim of social injustice, faced its 

difficulties and he not tolerated the injustice, but boldly fought against them. Ambedkar had a 

liberal concept of justice. Like Gandhi, for Ambedkar, justice is simply another name of 

liberty, equality and fraternity. In this sense, the core value of Ambedkar concept of justice is 

human equality, equal distribution of the welfare materials and discrimination less society. 

His ideas on social justice is the spirit and vision of the Indian Constitution. It is the duty of 

the state to secure a social order in which the legal system of the nation promotes justice on 

the basis of equal opportunity and , in particular, ensures that opportunities for securing 

justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or other disabilities. This paper 

makes an attempt to explore Ambedkar ideas on social justice. Thereafter it focuses on 

Ambedkar’s struggles and ideas on social justice of Marginalized groups in the Indian 

context. 
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Introduction 
 

“Without the reform of the Social order no economic reform is possible. Caste is a 

monster that crosses your path. You cannot have political reform, you cannot have 

economic reform unless you kill this monster.” 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

Babasaheb Ambedkar (1891- 1956) is one of the foremost thinkers of modern India. 

His thought is centrally concerned with issues of freedom, human equality, democracy and 

socio- political emancipation. He is a unique thinker of the world who himself suffered much 

humiliation, poverty and social stigma, right from his childhood, yet he rose to great 

educational and philosophical heights. He was a revolutionary social reformer who 

demonstrated great faith in democracy and the moral basis of a society. 
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Babasaheb Ambedkar was born in the untouchable Mahar caste in Maharashtra on 14th 

April,189. He suffered all kinds of social humiliations in childhood as well as in his 

subsequent life on account of the stigma of untouchability. In the class room he was not 

allowed to sit along with the rest of the students. He had to drink water only in his hand cup 

in school, poured by members of the upper castes from above. He successfully completed his 

graduation from Bombay University and went on to do his Masters and Ph.D. from Columbia 

University in U.S.A. He was influenced by the liberal and radical thought currents in 

America and Europe, more particularly with the emerged following the French Revolution 

struggles against racial discrimination in America helped his resolve to fight against caste 

based oppression in India. 

 

Objectives of the study 

 To explore the ideas on social justice of Ambedkar. 

 To assess Ambedkar’s struggles on social justice of Marginalized groups in the Indian 

context. 

 To examine Ambedkar’s  achievements for Marginalized groups. 

 

Methodology 

The present paper attempts to explore Dr. Ambedkar’s struggle for Social Justice 

of Marginalized groups. It discusses the major problems of marginalized groups and 

social justice to the marginalized. The researcher used historical method of research for 

the study. Both primary and secondary sources were explored for collecting relevant 

data of the study.  

 

Analysis & Discussion 

Ambedkar attaches importance to human well being and human rights. The essence of 

democracy, to Ambedkar, is that as many members of a society as far as possible should 

share in the exercise of human rights. It means that there should be equal opportunities for all 

citizens and harmony among the claims of each person. Discrimination in human rights is the 

very negation of social and political democracy. Thus, Ambedkar puts emphasis on equality 

and liberty of human rights. Ambedkar fought against caste and injustice because he found 

that there were no human rights for a large majority of the people. He rebelled against such a 

social organization. He wanted to vitalize the masses in India, for equal human rights. For 
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removing the social, economic, political and religious disabilities of the untouchables, it was 

necessary to establish government of the people, for the people and by the people. Only under 

a democratic system of government could social economic, political and religious freedom be 

ensured equally to every man and women. His ultimate aim of life was to create a “real social 

democracy”. Dr. Ambedkar’s philosophy has great ideas for practical fulfillment and these 

ideas have the relevance to modern society and guide us to empowerment of marginalized 

groups in a proper manner. 

 

Introduction 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was one of the pioneers of social justice in India. He provided 

new dimensions  to the concept of justice. We regard him as the “champion of social justice”. 

He was himself a victim of social injustice, faced its difficulties and he not tolerated the 

injustice, but boldly fought against them. Ambedkar had  a liberal concept of justice. Like 

Gandhi, for Ambedkar, justice is simply another name of liberty, equality and fraternity. In 

this sense, the core value of Ambedkar concept of justice is human equality, equal 

distribution of the welfare materials and discrimination less society. His ideas on social 

justice is the spirit and vision of the Indian constitution. 

 
Dr.Ambedkar was not only the main builder of the constitution, but also the crusader 

of social justice for the betterment of the downtrodden. He past his whole life for the 

betterment of the poor and exploited untouchables in the Indian society. In such a society, to 

bring about a great change, Dr. Ambedkar had only one power – his logic and thought. He 

relied on the power of his thoughts and ordinances. French revolutionary Rousseau had 

written, “Man is born free, but everywhere he is in chains”. His three wards equality, liberty 

and fraternity had revolutionized France in 1789. Ambedkar was very much influenced by 

Rousseau’s wards and he decided to fight for justice based on equality. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

wanted economic and social equalities before political equality, he tried his best to ensure 

that the downtrodden got a proper place in society. Hence , he gave more importance to social 

justice than political justice ; on equal opportunity with individual liberty were laid much 

emphasis to root out the differences created by the caste system of the country.  

 
He stood for a social system in which man’s status is based on his merit and 

achievements and where no one is noble or untouchable because of his or her birth. He 

advocated the policy of preferential treatment for the socially oppressed and economically 
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exploited people of the country. The constitution of India , which was drafted under his 

chairmanship, contains a number of provisions that enjoins the state to secure to all its 

citizens, justice, social, economic and political, along with liberty, equality and fraternity. It 

also contains a number of provisions that guarantee a preferential treatment to the down 

trodden people in various sectors. Article 17 of the Indian constitution declares 

untouchability as abolished. Ambedkar , in his speech before the constituent Assembly for 

the passage of the constitution, said “ I have completed my work ; I wish there should be a 

sunrise even tomorrow. The new Bharat has got political freedom, but it is yet to raise the sun 

of social and economic liberty”.  

 
According to human rights commission report “Dalits and indigenous peoples 

continue to face discrimination, exclusion, and acts of communal violence. Law and politics 

adopted by the Indian government prove a strong basis for protection, but are not being 

faithfully implemented by local authorities”. Human rights issues are very often understood 

and analyzed from socio – political and cultural perspectives. Apart from such perspectives, 

the issue of human rights also can be analyzed from a strictly philosophical perspective, 

which implies that the idea of human rights is centered on the inspiration of human dignity. 

Several studies on the situation of human rights of Dalits in several parts of India show more 

reports on violation of human rights than on protection of them. Dalits are discriminated 

against, denied access to land, forced to work in degrading condition, and routinely abused at 

the hands of the police and higher caste groups that enjoy state protection. For example, Dalit 

women are regularly subjected to sexual violence as a result of their lower caste status often 

in response to their demands of basic rights. Hate crimes towards indigenous peoples is a 

daily reality in many countries across the globe. The challenges is to change such a 

dehumanized situation. The challenge is to each one of us that whether engaged in 

governance of the civil society or voluntarily engaged in social and economic development of 

society, one thing to remember is that leaving behind the vulnerable units of our society – 

Dalit and indigenous peoples will not take us to a prosperous society.   

 
Indian women traditionally and in the postcolonial period have suffered multiple 

oppressions. They are denied in most instances, equal access to food, health and education, in 

addition to carrying the double burden of household and wage work. Moreover, when they 

are engaged in the letter, they invariable earn lower wages and become the first targets of 

economic retrenchment. Alongside oppression and invisibility in the public sphere, women 
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face an atmosphere of debilitating violence bride burning, rape and unrelenting physical and 

psychological battering both within and outside the family. With the rise rather than 

abatement of these challenges to women’s equality, the movement is questioning 

contemporary development processes, particularly the patriarchy encoded in modern 

development. Moreover, as the family members most critically affected by growing shortages 

of fuel, fodder and water, women are spearheading the current ecological movements. They 

are also in the forefront of efforts to contain communal disputes, for it is they who have felt 

the severity of condified and regid dominations. 

 
The recent upsurge in the cases of atrocities of scheduled castes and incidents of caste 

violence has perturbed the entire socio-political ambience of the Indian society. The figure of 

atrocity on scheduled castes over the years has shown upward trend. They have suffered not 

only from economic exploitation but also from social discrimination. The situation has 

become worse than before because of the migration of population under economic pressure. 

The existing inequalities in urban areas have added a new dimension to the problem. 

Violence is gradually becoming a common strategy against those whom they consider 

responsible for taking a major share of their lives. 

 
Ambedkar’s thoughts on social justice were progressive. He did not believe in 

violence; he considered the press to be a powerful tool for social changes for justice and 

freedom. He published ‘Mook Nayak, Janata and samata magazines, but these magazines 

remained largely unsold, perhaps because of the progressive and unconventional thoughts 

expressed there … 

 
If there are prohibitions on the social evil of untouchability in the constitution, then 

this credit goes to the Ambedkar to a great extent. Ambedkar’s greatest achievement was that 

he made the downtrodden of India feel their separate powerful existence the credit gose to 

him that he brought all the downtrodden, untouchable caste under the one name of SCs. If 

Ambedkar had not pursued special reservation facilities for the SCs / STs in the field of 

education and government services of the central and states governments, their conditions 

would have remained as before laden with sorrow and sufferings. It is the result of 

Ambedkar’s constant efforts that today there are members of parliaments, member of 

legislative assembly(MLAs) the Indian Administrative Service (IAS),The Indian Police 

Service (IPS), professors and doctors from among these castes.  
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He enshrined the principals of reservation for improvement of SCs / STs to enable 

them to progress educationally , economically and socially, by providing  extra support to 

them in the form of reservation and concessions to uplift them to the level of the advanced 

classes. It is clearly seen at present that many legal provisions have been made to give social 

justice to all classes. In this way many schemes and programmes have been started for the all 

round development of the country and a measure of development has been achieved through 

it.                    

       
Today Ambedkar is not with us , but in his free India, social and economic differences 

have increased manifold. As a result, where on the one hand, there are buildings touching the 

sky and 5 – star hotels are found in the cities, on the  other hand , there are dirty drains , 

places full of mud and there are the huts that speak of a hellish life, even worse than the life 

of animals. In such a situation the thoughts of establishing a society based on equality appears 

only like a drem. 

 

Conclusion :- 

Positively, we can say that the democratic principles of life, liberty and pursuit of 

happiness are considered to be the essentials of human life in Ambedkar”s concept of 

democracy. He attaches importance to human well being and human rights. The essence of 

democracy, to Ambedkar, is that as many members of a society as far as possible should 

share in the exercise of human rights. It means that there should be equal opportunities for all 

citizens and harmony among the claims of each person. Discrimination in human rights is the 

very negation of social and political democracy. Thus, Ambedkar puts emphasis on equality 

and liberty of human rights. Ambedkar fought against caste and injustice because he found 

that there were no human rights for a large majority of the people. He rebelled against such a 

social organization. He wanted to vitalize the masses in India, for equal human rights. For 

removing the social, economic, political and religious disabilities of the untouchables, it was 

necessary to establish government of the people, for the people and by the people. Only under 

a democratic system of government could social economic, political and religious freedom be 

ensured equally to every man and women. His ultimate aim of life was to create a “ real 

social democracy”. Dr. Ambedkar’s  philosophy has great ideas for practical fulfillment and 

these ideas have the relevance to modern society and guide us to empowerment of 

marginalized groups in a proper manner. 
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Ambedkar has often been portrayed as a leader who uphold the partisan cause of the 

untouchables. He was of course partisan and he upheld the course of the untouchables as the 

most disadvantaged and reviled segment of the Indian society. But such partisanship and 

advocacy were grounded on a body of thought and ideas built on defensible arguments which 

he very ably and effectively deployed. He critically engaged with the ideas and ideologies in 

place in the world of his times and attempted to devise his own valuations and judgements on 

them. He did not care in to their popularity and preeminence. He had a place for religion in 

the private domain as well as in the moral life of societies but such a place was grounded in 

good reason. An inclusive conception of  rights and an assertion of this world was central to 

his understanding of public life. He was an ardent volary of democracy. But democracy 

cannot be confined to a made of rule but needs to become a way of life. He was a trenchant 

critic of the caste system and untouchability and stove hard to put an end to them. He saw 

social justice as an essential attribute of a good polity and suggested concrete measures for 

the same. His ideas mark him as different from his contemporary thinkers and today we 

regard him, and he is much relevant to us, for being so much different from others. 
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