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Abstract  

  The present paper describes the socio-demographic status of Dalit women agricultural 

labourers in Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh state. The main objective of this paper is to 

study the socio-economic conditions of Dalit women Agriculture labourers in Krishna 

District of Andhra Pradesh. The sample district of the Coastal region of Andhra Pradesh has 

been selected for the purpose of the present study which has been divided into four revenue 

divisions based on criteria of socio-economic conditions of the district. Agriculture is the 

primary sector of Indian economy, and it continues to be the main source of livelihood for the 

majority of its population. Being the predominant sector, the pace and direction of the 

economic growth of the country depend on the performance of the agriculture. There is 

interdependence between agricultural and non-agricultural sectors. The origin of trade and 

industry it is because of agricultural activity and its surplus. According to Census of India 

there are about 402.5 million rural workers of which 127.6 million are cultivators and 107.5 

million are agricultural labourersi. In other words, pure agricultural workers constitute nearly 

58.4 per cent of the total rural workers, of which 31.7 per cent are owner cultivators and 26.7 

per cent are mainly agricultural wage earnersii. The present study has focused on 240 Dalit 

women agricultural labourers and studied their economic and social status in the study area 

during Kharif season of 2020-21. The majority of the Dalit women despite their traditional 

occupations are actually engaged as agricultural labourers in rural areas.  The researcher has 

studied its same way in this study area, all most all the Dalit women are engaged as 

agricultural labourers and also most of the women are illiterates. In the study area, Dalit 

women are mostly landless agricultural labourers.  The study was found that some of the 

Dalit women literates are working in this field, because they are working seasonally for their 

livelihood. Working on the lands of other castes is their major source of livelihood.  Poverty 

and indebtedness lead them to bondage, living at the mercy of landholders rather than as an 

independent, self-respecting person. So, the present study is focused on the above issues 

related to Dalit women agricultural labourers in the study area.  Finally, the study is 

concluded that due to various governments of initiations and schemes socio-economic 
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conditions of the Dalit agricultural women living in Krishna district are improved 

significantly. However, still in some aspects such as agricultural subsidies, fertilizers and 

land ownership they need more government assistance for their development. 

 

Keywords: Dalit Women, Predominant Sector, Scheduled Caste, Ostracized, Gender 

Discrimination. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 The present paper describes the socio-demographic status of Dalit women agricultural 

labourers in Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh state. The main objective of this paper is to 

study the socio-economic conditions of Dalit women Agriculture labourers in the study area. 

The sample district of the Coastal region of Andhra Pradesh has been selected for the purpose 

of the present study which has been divided into four revenue divisions based on criteria of 

socio-economic conditions of the district.  

 In the economic development of the developing countries, agriculture plays a vital 

role which, however, varies from nation to nation depending upon the stage of economic 

development. Agriculture is the primary sector of Indian economy, and it continues to be the 

main source of livelihood for the majority of its population. Being the predominant sector, the 

pace and direction of the economic growth of the country depend on the performance of the 

agriculture. There is interdependence between agricultural and non-agricultural sectors. The 

origin of trade and industry it is because of agricultural activity and its surplus. 

  According to Census of India there are about 402.5 million rural workers of which 

127.6 million are cultivators and 107.5 million are agricultural labourersiii. In other words, 

pure agricultural workers constitute nearly 58.4 per cent of the total rural workers, of which 

31.7 per cent are owner cultivators and 26.7 per cent are mainly agricultural wage earnersiv. 

The latest available Agricultural Census data also reveals that about 78 per cent of 

operational holdings in the country are marginal and small, having less than 2 hectaresv. 

However, this 1.6 per cent of the large holdings occupies about 17.3 per cent of the total area, 

while 78 per cent of holdings which are less than 2 hectares, operate only about 32.4 per cent 

of the total area. This reveals of inequality in the distribution of operational holdings. Also 

there is inequality of income between agricultural workers, which is evident from the fact that 

percentage share of agriculture in current total GDP is only 24.2 per cent, while the 

percentage share of agricultural work force to total work force comes to about 60 per centvi. 
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Concept of women agricultural labour  

  The definition of women work has undergone many changes since 1901 and more 

particularly since the 1961 census. During the three censuses, 1901, 1911 and 1921, the total 

population was divided into two categories i.e., Actual workers and dependents. The term 

actual workers referred to all persons who actually did the work or carried out business, 

personally or by means of servants, renters, pensioners etc. The persons who were not the 

actual workers were categorized as dependents. The concept has been changed from 1961 

census onwards.   

 

SOCIAL STATUS OF DALIT WOMEN: 

 Some of the sociologists describe that status of Dalit women is better than that of the 

high caste women as both the men and women share the same work. So there are not so many 

rules that create gender discrimination in the low caste groups. But so far as the social status 

is concerned, Dalit women have been doubly victimized, being women and untouchables. 

Often times they have to face humiliation and psychological depression while using the 

public spaces e.g. water sources, entering mandirs and others.  

  Dalit women are often found to be the victims of illegitimate sexual relationships. If 

they have such relationships with the higher caste men, they are not accepted in their family. 

In such cases they have to lead a miserable life. On the other hand there are some groups in 

which women are indulged in prostitutions as their profession. The Badi women are indulged 

in sex trade from the very young age which is a big source of earning to the family. Men of 

the family work as the dealers for their trade. Many Dalit women also have become the 

victims of girls traffickers being ignorant of all these activities. Having no other source of 

income, Dalit women are compelled to adopt such illegal and odious occupation for being 

destinies in the society.  

 

DALIT WOMEN AGRICULTURE LABOURERS: 

  The Indian caste system divides society into closed, hereditary groups ranked by ritual 

status. Dalits stand at the bottom of the hierarchy and in fact outside the Varna system. The 

term Dalit is derived from the Sanskrit term “dal” which means to split, broken, torn asunder, 

crushed, scattered, and destroyed. But it has acquired a new cultural connotation to mean 

“those who have been broken, ground down by those above them in deliberate and active 

way”. Its meaning has thus shifted from simply describing a condition to identify a process 
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and a set of social relations. The SCs constitute 16.23% of India’s population. In the past, 

they have been socially ostracized, economically exploited and denied human dignity and a 

sense of self-worth. The socio-economic development and protection of SCs from 

discrimination and exploitation has been a high priority from the very start of the planning 

process. People belonging to SC communities are spread all over the county, with 80% of 

them living in the rural areas. 

 According to the 2011 census, the SC workers, including main and marginal workers 

are 6.73 crores in India. These SC workers constitute 40.41 percent of the total SC population 

of the country. Among these total workers, 4.36 crores are males and 2.37 crores females 

while the percentage of SC workers to the total workforce in India is 16, 74 per cent as 

recorded in the census of 2001.  

Table-1 
AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS IN INDIA AS PER 2001 & 2011 CENSUS  

Indicators Agricultural labourers Percentage to total workers 
2001 2011 2001 2011 

Total Population 10,67,75,330 14,43,29,833 26.5 30.0 
Rural 10,24,60,732 13,69,94,451 33.1 39.3 
Urban 43,14,598 73,35,382 4.7 5.5 

Scheduled Caste 
Total 3,07,13,370 3,78,01,083 45.6 45.9 
Rural 2,95,21,444 3,60,10,925 52.2 55.2 
Urban 11,91,926 17,90,158 11.0 10.5 

Scheduled Tribes 
Total 1,52,46,483 2,26,10,764 36.9 44.5 
Rural 1,49,47,463 2,20,93,415 38.4 47.1 
Urban 2,99,020 5,17,349 12.4 13.3 

Source: Census Reports 2001 & 2011. 
 

DISTRICT-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF SC WORKERS IN ANDHRA PRADESH 

  Table -2 gives the details of district-wise and category wise classification of 

Scheduled Caste Main workers for Andhra Pradesh as per 2011 Census. Out of 35,16,735 

total Scheduled Caste Main Workers, 1,40,955 (4.01%) are Cultivators, 24,61,699 (70.00%) 

are Agricultural Labourers, 25,466 (0.72%) are in Household Industry and 8,88,615 (25.27%) 

are in other activities. 

 IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY  

  The present study gives the impression of being to explain the trends in wages and 

productivity of Dalit women agricultural labourers and their problems and prospects in 

Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh. Krishna district is located in one of the coastal area. 

There are number of studies on the agricultural sector of Krishna district. But, there is no 
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study among Dalit women agricultural labourers in the study area. The empirical 

investigations are therefore needed to study the Dalit women agricultural labour problems. 

The periodical investigations in the study area the composition of labour force, its absorption 

in different activities lies within agriculture and outside agriculture, the trends in wages, 

productivity and their determinants etc.  

  This study is an endeavour in this direction focusing its attention to the larger section 

of the SCs women working community, i.e., the village women agriculture worker and her 

socio-economic conditions. So, the Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh State has been 

selected for the purpose of this empirical study. All possible efforts have been made to collect 

the needed data for the study from the district. The data had been collected through 

canvassing of a schedule among the Dalit women agricultural labour taken as sample from 

within the rural areas of the district. The main purpose of the study is to throw light on socio-

economic conditions of Dalit women agricultural labour in Krishna district of Andhra 

Pradesh. 

 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

  Dalit women agricultural labourers are the most exploited and oppressed class in rural 

hierarchy in India. Before Independence, their position was nothing better themselves. They 

were victims of not only economic exploitations but also social discrimination. If they failed 

to bow to the tunes of the masters, they were beaten up and tortured. By advancing small 

loans to them, the landlords often succeeded in trapping these poor people into their net and 

converted them into virtual slaves. This slavery continued from generations to generations 

and forced the women agricultural workers to lead a wretched existence of deprivation and 

oppression. Though the situation has improved to some extent during last 72 years of 

Independence, even now this class of agricultural workers is the poorest and resource starved 

class in rural areas.  

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE  

  Dhanmanjiri Sathe (2015)vii, the economic condition of the dalits remains inferior to 

the non-Dalits; dalits are mainly dependent upon non-government jobs. Land acquisition, in 

itself has become one of the most contested issues in India now and hence need to be studied 

in all it perspectives. His focuses on the economic dimension of land acquisition. Whether 

land acquisition has any differential implications for the dalits as compared to the rest. 
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TABLE-2 
DISTRICT-WISE AND CATEGORY WISE DISTRIBUTION OF SCHEDULED CASTE MAIN WORKERS, 2011 CENSUS 

(in Number) 

Sl. 
No. 

District 
Scheduled 

Caste Main 
Workers 

Cultivators 
% of Col.

4 Over 
Col. 3 

Agricultural
Labourers 

% of Col. 
6 Over 
Col. 3 

Household
Industries

% of Col. 
8 over Col. 

3 
Others 

% of Col. 
10 over 
Col. 3 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) 

1. Srikakulam 87,512 2,778 3.17 55,866 63.84 950 1.09 27,918 31.90

2. Vizianagaram 99,493 3,151 3.17 62,491 62.81 747 0.75 33,104 33.27

3. Visakhapatnam 1,06,233 2,142 2.02 35,340 33.27 1,348 1.27 67,403 63.45

4. East Godavari 3,50,284 6,730 1.92 2,62,515 74.94 1,543 0.44 79,496 22.69

5. West Godavari 3,62,613 6,901 1.90 2,95,948 81.62 1,114 0.31 58,650 16.17

6. Krishna 3,80,547 8,495 2.23 2,77,179 72.84 2,282 0.60 92,591 24.33

7. Krishna 4,43,547 11,806 2.66 3,23,409 72.91 2,887 0.65 1,05,445 23.77

8. Prakasam 3,57,494 11,024 3.08 2,63,581 73.73 1,388 0.39 81,501 22.80

9. S.P.S. Nellore 2,49,304 12,445 4.99 1,62,902 65.34 1,534 0.62 72,423 29.05

10. Y.S.R kadapa 1,83,691 7,434 4.05 1,23,382 67.17 1,353 0.74 51,522 28.05

11. Kurnool 3,34,810 22,582 6.74 2,29,913 68.67 4,126 1.23 78,189 23.35

12. Ananthapuramu 2,40,818 19,766 8.21 1,61,256 66.96 3,054 1.27 56,742 23.56

13. Chittoor 3,20,389 25,701 8.02 2,07,917 64.90 3,140 0.98 83,631 26.10

ANDHRA PRADESH 35,16,735 1,40,955 4.01 24,61,699 70.00 25,466 0.72 8,88,615 25.27
Source: Statistical Abstract of Andhra Pradesh – 2018. Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Govt. of Andhra Pradesh. 
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Raghupathi P, (2016)viii Thus Dalits access to land has been reduced that uneven 

distribution of land-holdings, greater proportion of landlessness among Dalits is a general 

phenomenon that has led to their socio-economic backwardness. Thus, greater transparency 

and accountability on the part of the implementing authorities and better awareness and 

proper utilization of the benefits by the eligible beneficiaries would ensure appropriate 

result. 

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY  

  The present is conducted in Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh. The study takes the 

following as its objectives:  

1. To study on the status of Dalit Women Agriculture labourers in India in general and 

particularly in Andhra Pradesh state. 

2. To examine the socio-economic conditions of Dalit women Agriculture labourers in 

Krishna District of Andhra Pradesh. 

3. To conclusions, about economic condition of agricultural workers and towards 

improvement, remedies and suggestions. 

 

METHODOLOGY  

 Krishna district of the Coastal region of Andhra Pradesh has been selected for the 

purpose of the present study which has been divided into four revenue divisions based on 

criteria of socio-economic conditions of the district. Multi-stage random sampling method 

has been used for selecting the sample respondents. 

 

  There are three revenue divisions, out of these, from each revenue division, one 

mandal (3) have been chosen by using Stratified Random Sampling Method based on the 

highest SC women agricultural labourers.  

 

From each mandal, 80 Scheduled Caste women agricultural labourers were selected. 

Therefore as a whole 240 samples were collected by using the same method. Structured 

interview schedules have been used to collect the primary data from the sample respondents. 

The Primary Data is based on a socioeconomic profile of the Dalit women agricultural 

laborers. 

 



JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC RESEARCH FOR MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
Impact Factor 6.157, ISSN: 2320-5083, Volume 9, Issue 6, July 2021 

 

33 
www.jiarm.com 

The Secondary Data is based on a number of agricultural labourers in India and 

Andhra Pradesh Level, District Level, Mandal Level and different Villages Level etc.  

 

Reference period & Research tools  

  The present study on the problems and prospects of Dalit women Agricultural 

Labourers in Krishna district covers both Kharif and Rabi agricultural year 2018-2019. The 

important variables were formulated and the relevant data collected from the field were 

coded and analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences software.  

 

DATA ANALYSIS: 

  The present study describes the socio-economic conditions of the sample women 

respondents under study with reference to social variables. 

A) Age of the Respondents 

 The present study covers mandal-wise dalit women respondents those who practice 

in agriculture as their primary occupation. The following table shows the age-wise 

distribution of women agricultural labourers in the study area. 

Table-3 
THE AGE OF THE RESPONDENTS 

 
Sl. 
No. 

Mandal-wise 
Age of the respondent  

Below 25 years 25-40 41-55 55 and above Total 

1 Chatrai 
15(18.75) 
(39.47) 

24(30.00)
(33.80) 

36(45.00)
(32.43) 

5(6.25) 
(25.00) 

80(100.00)
(33.33) 

2 Kruthivennu 
11(13.75) 
(28.95) 

19(23.75)
(26.76) 

43(53.75)
(38.74) 

7(8.75) 
(35.00) 

80(100.00)
(33.33) 

3 Mandavalli 
12(15.00) 
(31.58) 

28(35.00)
(39.44) 

32(40.00)
(28.83) 

8(10.00) 
(40.00) 

80(100.00)
(33.33) 

 
Total 

38(15.83) 
(100.00) 

71(29.58)
(100.00)

111(46.25)
(100.00) 

20(8.33) 
(100.00) 

240(100.00)
(100.00) 

Source: compiled from the collected primary data. 

 

  Age is an acquired status which influences the socio-economic conditions of the 

sample women respondents among mandal-wise in the study area.  With this view all the 

respondents have been classified into four categories on the basis of their age.  In the study 

area, there are the majority of the women agricultural labourers belong to the middle age 

group i.e., 46.25 per cent, those 41-55 years age group.  Very few women at the age group of 

below 20 years and above 55 years. 
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B) Educational level 

  Table-4 is showing an educational status of the respondents in the selected Mandals. 

Most of the women are illiterate in the study area. There are only six women respondents are 

above degree holders. They are the migrated women to other districts. 

Table-4EDUCATIONAL PARTICULARS OF SAMPLE WOMEN LABOURERS 

 
Sl. 
No 

Mandal-wise Illiterate Primary SecondaryInter/degree 
Above 
degree 

Total 

1 Chatrai 
46(57.50)
(32.62) 

18(22.50)
(36.73) 

11(13.75)
(36.67) 

3(3.75) 
(16.67) 

2(2.50) 
(33.33) 

80(100.00)
(33.33) 

2 Kruthivennu 
54(67.50)
(38.30) 

14(17.50)
(28.75) 

5(6.25) 
(38.89) 

7(8.75) 
(38.89) 

1(1.25) 
(16.67) 

80(100.00)
(33.33) 

3 Mandavalli 
41(51.25)
(29.08) 

17(21.25)
(34.69) 

14(17.50)
(44.44) 

8(10.00) 
(44.44) 

3(3.75) 
(50.00) 

80(100.00)
(33.33) 

 
Total 

141(58.75)
(100.00) 

49(20.42)
(100.00)

30(12.50)
(100.00) 

18(7.50) 
(100.00) 

6(2.50) 
(100.00) 

240(100.00)
(100.00) 

Source: compiled from the collected primary data. 
Note: Value in brackets indicates percentages. 
 
 

C) Annual Income of the Respondents 

   From the statistical data, the income from agriculture declined some times in many 

villages under study area. This was due to the fact that agricultural crops, especially paddy, 

such as cereals and millet, saw only low price compared to non-agricultural products. At the 

same time, both the costs and risks increased in the cultivation of crops. 

Table-5 ANNUAL INCOME OF THE RESPONDENTS 
 

Sl. 
No 

Mandal-
wise 

Less than
Rs.25,000

Rs.25,000-
35,000 

Rs.35,000-
45,000 

Rs.45,000-
55,000 Total 

1 
Chatrai 16(20.00)

(30.77) 
52(65.00)
(33.77) 

10(12.50) 
(34.48) 

2(2.50) 
(40.00) 

80(100.00)
(33.33) 

2 
Kruthivennu 

19(23.75)
(36.54) 

46(57.50)
(29.87) 

12(15.00) 
(41.38) 

3(3.75) 
(60.00) 

80(100.00)
(33.33) 

3 
Mandavalli 

17(21.25)
(32.69) 

56(70.00)
(36.36) 

7(8.75) 
(24.14) 

0(0.00) 
(0.00) 

80(100.00)
(33.33) 

 
Total 

52(21.67)
(100.00)

154(64.17)
(100.00) 

29(12.08) 
(100.00) 

5(2.08) 
(100.00) 

240(100.00)
(100.00) 

Source: compiled from the collected primary data. 
In Mandavalli mandal, annual income of 36 per cent of agricultural women is in 

between Rs.25,000-Rs.30,000 whereas 32.69 per cent of women annual income is less than 

Rs.25,000. In Kruthivennu mandal, annual income of 41.0 per cent of agricultural women is 

in between Rs.35,000-Rs.45,000, 29.87 per cent of women is in between Rs.25,000-
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Rs.35,000, 36.54 per cent women annual income is less than Rs.25,000 and only 3.75 per 

cent is in between Rs.45,000-Rs.55,000.  

Overall, the study reveals that 21.67 per cent of the family members getting income 

of Rs.25,000 and 64.17 per cent of the members of the selected study are getting the income 

amount of Rs.25,000 to 35,000. Here 14.0 per cent of the members getting the annual 

income of Rs.35,000 to Rs.55,000. 

D) Working Days 

Table-6 depicts the number of working days of women in selected mandals of 

Krishna district. In Chatrai mandal, 77.50 per cent of dalit women has working days 150-200 

days in a year, followed by 12.5 per cent has 200-250 days, .6.25 per cent less than 150 

days, 3.75 per cent above 250 days has been working days in a year.  

 In Kruthivenny mandal, 78.75 per cent of Scheduled Caste women have working 

days 150-250 days in a year, followed by 15.0 per cent less than 150 days, and six per cent 

has above 250 days. 

 In Mandavalli mandal, 72.50 per cent of Scheduled Caste women has been working 

days 150-250 days in a year, followed by 12.50 per cent has less than 150 days and 5.0 per 

cent above 250 days.   

 In Krishna district, the major crop is paddy. The Dalit women are depended only on 

agriculture. Because every crop has it’s duration like Rabi, Kharif Seasons.  Most of the 

Scheduled Caste women involve in all kinds of agricultural works. So, if the lands are 

cultivable and fertile above two hundred days they work. In the study area, among the 

respondents, nearly 80 per cent said that they have work nearly 250 days in a year.  

Table-6 NO. OF DAYS WORKED IN A YEAR  

 
Sl. 
No 

Mandal-wise 
Less than 
150 Days 

150-200 
Days 

200-250 
Days 

Above 250 
Days 

Total 

1 Chatrai 
5(6.25) 
(18.52) 

62(77.50) 
(38.27) 

10(12.50) 
(25.00) 

3(3.75) 
(25.00) 

80(100.00) 
(33.33) 

2 Kruthivennu 
12(15.00) 
(44.44) 

48(60.00) 
(29.63) 

15(18.75) 
(41.67) 

5(6.25) 
(41.67) 

80(100.00) 
(33.33) 

3 Mandavalli 
10(12.50) 
(37.04) 

52(65.00) 
(32.10) 

14(17.50) 
(33.33) 

4(5.00) 
(33.33) 

80(100.00) 
(33.33) 

 Total 
27(11.25) 
(100.00) 

162(67.50) 
(100.00) 

39(16.25) 
(100.00) 

12(5.00) 
(100.00) 

240(100.00) 
(100.00) 

Source: compiled from the collected primary data. 
Note: Value in brackets indicates percentages. 
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E) Agricultural season-wise employment  

 Agriculture is not a regular income-based occupation and not like a salaried. It is 

purely seasonal. And the most important thing in the agriculture is physical strain.  If one 

works hard in the field then only, they get wage for the day. Many times, it may have ups 

and downs in the working days due to rains, severe cold, and too sunny.  

 
Table-7 TOTAL AGRICULTURE DAYS OF WAGE EMPLOYMENT 

Source: compiled from the collected primary data. 
Note: Value in brackets indicates percentages. 

  Table-7 depicts the agricultural wage employment days in selected villages of 

Krishna district. In Chatrai mandal, 72.5 per cent of Scheduled Caste women has agricultural 

wage employment days up to 300 days in a year whereas 22.50 per cent has less than 120 

days and 5.0 per cent has above 300 days of agricultural working days in a year. In 

Kruthivennu mandal, 76 per cent of Scheduled Caste women has agricultural wage 

employment days up to 300 days in a year whereas 17.50 per cent has less than 150 days and 

only 6.25 per cent of agricultural working days in a year. 

 Similarly, in Mandavalli mandal, 47 per cent of Scheduled Caste women have 

agricultural working days 120-200 days in a year whereas 27.50 per cent has in between 

200-300 days in a year and 20.0 per cent has less than 150 agricultural working days in a 

year.  

 Overall, the study observed that the days of working in the farms by the Scheduled 

Caste women in comparatively higher than men. But, in the agriculture wage employment, 

20 per cent of the Scheduled Caste women are working less than 120 days in a year, nearly 

58 per cent of the Scheduled Caste women working between 120-200 days in a year.  

 

 

 

 
Sl. 
No 

Mandal-wise 
No. of days in a year 

Less than 
120 Days 

120-200 200-300 
Above 

300 
Total 

1 Chatrai 
18(22.50) 
(37.50) 

52(65.00) 
(37.41) 

10(7.50) 
(15.00) 

4(5.00) 
(30.77) 

80(100.00) 
(33.33) 

2 Kruthivennu 
14(17.50) 
(29.17) 

49(61.25) 
(35.25) 

17(15.00) 
(30.00) 

5(6.25) 
(38.46) 

80(100.00) 
(33.33) 

3 Mandavalli 
16(20.00) 
(33.33) 

38(47.50) 
(27.34) 

26(27.50) 
(55.00) 

4(5.00) 
(30.77) 

80(100.00) 
(33.33) 

Total 
48(20.00) 
(100.00) 

 

139(57.92) 
(100.00) 

53(16.67) 
(100.00) 

13(5.42) 
(100.00) 

240(100.00) 
(100.00) 
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MAJOR FINDINGS 

  After due to consideration of the analysis, the present study arrives at the 

following major findings. 

1. The study found that the main crop in Krishna District is paddy. Majority of the Dalit 

women respondents are depending on agriculture.  

2. It is found that the 78 per cent of the Dalit women respondents have income below 

Rs.25,000 to Rs.30,000 and only 2.0 per cent have above Rs.45,000.  

3. It is observed that the total dalit agricultural women workers more than 80 per cent 

(202 women) is above 40 aged women in the selected sample mandals; its indicates 

that the all most all the dalit aged women are engaged on agriculture in the study 

area. Very few women at the age group of below 20 years and above 55 years. 

4. It is found from the study that in total Dalit  agricultural women more than half 

(58%) is illiterates, where 20.42 per cent is primary school, 12.50 per cent is studied 

secondary and a meager of responds i.e., 7.50 per cent possessed intermediate 

education.  

5. It is observed that 64 per cent of Dalit agriculture women getting agricultural wage 

employment 120-300 days a year in the district. This is very low income and 

agricultural employment among Scheduled Caste agricultural women in these three 

mandals. 

 

SUGGESTIONS 

1. According to the district statistics, the dalit women literacy is more than 50 per cent, 

but all most all the dalit women are depending agriculture field, because that is 

seasonal income generated basis. So, the government should encourage among the 

dalit women on other petty business for getting income sources.  

1. Annual Income of Dalit agricultural women are very less in the district.  Therefore, it 

is suggested to double their agricultural income by increasing minimum wage 

system, number of working days and reducing gender wage discrimination in the 

district. 

2. Among Dalit agricultural women majority portion are landless women, therefore, it 

is suggested to provide one or two Acres of land to them for cultivation which 

increase their land ownership and annual income. 
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3. Majority of Dalit agricultural women migrating to other places due seasonal and 

temporary unemployment in the region. Therefore, the increase of number of 

working days under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREG) scheme during this season and other self-employment activities helps to 

reduce migration in the district. Therefore, the present study has been suggested to 

need of government initiations towards development of local employment 

opportunities especially during unseasonal time. 

4. It is suggested to increase beneficiary ratio to 100 per cent in Scheduled Caste 

agricultural women which is member in SHGs under schemes of CIF& Bank 

Linkages and Pavala Vaddi. Need to develop special scheduled women development 

schemes at district level. 

 

CONCLUSION  

The present study has analyzed the socio-economic conditions of the Dalit 

agricultural women in the Krishna District. It is also concluded that due to various 

governments of initiations and schemes socio-economic conditions of the Dalit agricultural 

women living in Krishna district are improved significantly. However, still in some aspects 

such as agricultural subsidies, fertilizers and land ownership they need more government 

assistance for their development. 
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