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ABSTRACT 
 Paul, like Jesus Christ, was chief propagator of the Gospel generally referred 

as ‘Good News’ the English equivalent of the Greek. He preached the Gospel to the 

world to transform society from social, economic, political, cultural and spiritual 

domination to establish the Kingdom of God on earth. This paper therefore observes 

that though Africa is a continent in crisis in general and Zimbabwe a country in crisis 

in particular, it is mandatory to preach a message of redemption boldly without fear or 

favour to those who abuse power and authority to the total detriment of many hence 

the caption, “Woe to me......!” Situating ourselves in Paul's times (re-reading) will go 

a long to pave way for us to address poor leadership, tragic mismanagement of 

available resources and abuse of power which translates to social, economic, political 

and spiritual domination to the total deprivation of majority. This paper argues 

continually that Paul transformed the societies he lived in politically, socially, 

economically and spiritually through preaching the message of transformation. 

Zimbabwe needs such preachers of the calibre of Paul if it longs to retain its status as, 

‘jewel of Africa’s crown’ hence the call to boldly preach the Gospel of peace, justice 

and dignity for the people of Zimbabwe to live life holistically. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The history of Zimbabwe which is categorized into the pre-independent, 

independent and the post-independent era is characterized by a plethora of crises 

which range from the political, economic, social, religious, moral and humanitarian. 

The chief cause of such a myriad of problems was the abuse of power, poor leadership 

and mismanagement of resources by those on the helm of the country’s leadership 

system. The artificial causes of suffering among the majority downtrodden as caused 

by those who were supposed to promote political, social, economic and religious 

freedom automatically resulted in what is generally referred to as the Zimbabwe crisis 

(Raftopoulos 2004&2009, Mangena & Chitando 2011).Zimbabwe lacks preachers 
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who can boldly preach the message with fear and favor to the powers that be so this 

paper triggers  the people of Zimbabwe from all sectors to speak against what is evil 

that which destroys life. Every form of domination deprives humanity of the 

enjoyment of human rights. This paper situates Paul’s preaching (re-reading) to the 

Corinthian Church in the light of the crisis of Zimbabwe. His preaching was 

contextually relevant to the challenges the church of Corinth was going through. The 

re-reading of Paul’s message would go a long way to address Zimbabwe’s dilemma 

through unpacking the disasters that the country went through and how these disasters 

subsequently led to Zimbabwe become a tarnished jewel in the SADC region. A 

discussion on the disasters would be followed by a textual exegesis of the 1 

Corinthians 9:16 to cultivate a better understanding of the world of Paul as he 

preached to the Corinthians. From the textual exegesis, the paper focuses on the 

preaching of the message of peace which would be ‘Good News’ to the people of 

Zimbabwe who yell to live life enjoying political, religious, social, economic and 

humanitarian freedom-a holistic life. Preaching in this article is defined to mean 

‘proclamation’ which is English equivalent of the Greek ‘kerygma’.The Greek word 

‘kerusso’ is translated to mean to ‘proclaim’ or ‘preach’.(Vines et al). What is 

preached as referred to by Paul here is the ‘Word of God’ which is generally called 

the ‘Good News’. Paul in summary was referring to the heralding of the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ which on its own has the power to transform humanity to live a life that 

upholds morality, equality, love, justice and peace. 

 
The Zimbabwe Crisis 
 

The crisis takes the political, economic, social, religious and humanitarian 

twist as evidenced by the number of disasters Zimbabwe encountered namely: 

Gukurahundi, Hondo yeminda, series of fraudulent elections, Murambatsvina and the 

notorious bloody Presidential Run-off election. These disasters were created by the 

egocentric cruel leaders of Zimbabwe. These man-made ills of society need a tough 

preacher who delivers a tough sermon to speak against them. The disasters were 

characterized by an orgy of violence, destruction of property, gross abuse of human 

rights, murder, rape and arson. The re-reading of Paul’s proclaimed message to the 

Corinthian Church be would go a long way to pave way for such kind of sermon 

presentation to be delivered to the power abusers in Zimbabwe. This article therefore 

would look at the political, social, economic, religious and moral crises which need to 
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be preached against to create an environment characterized by political, social, 

economic, religious and humanitarian freedom which fosters peace and development 

in the country. This article argues that unless the people of Zimbabwe from the civil, 

political, social and religious divide rally together to preach against the evils and ills 

of society then the crises would destroy it  hence the bold call by Paul, ‘woe is me if I 

do not preach the Gospel!’ 

 

Political Crisis 
Politically, the Zimbabwe crisis was seriously evident on the political 

spectrum so addressing that becomes crucial for the promotion of political freedom in 

the country. The political crisis in the country dates back to the colonial era and it 

recurred to the post-independent era. In colonial era, the whites politically oppressed 

the indigenous people by robbing them of their political rights. (Moyana 2002)The 

whites came in 1890 to colonize and rule the people of Zimbabwe taking away from 

them their basic rights. The coming in of independence in 1980 showered great 

moments of happiness but such moments of joy were short lived because those who 

were voted in to lead the country quickly turned to be enemies of the people by 

orchestrating the bloody Gukurahundi of 1981-1983.(CCJP,LRF,Masitera).This was 

the widely condemned locally, regionally and internationally. This was the 

government of Mugabe and his ZANU-PF party repressive programme upon the 

people of Matabeleland and Midlands for being loyal to his rival Joshua Nkomo of 

PF-ZAPU in the guise of hunting the so-called dissidents. The whole exercise was 

done for political survival but this had adverse political, social and humanitarian 

effects to newly independent country. The government squandered resources 

supplying armory and food to the Fifth Brigade and the Koreans to kill its citizens. 

This shows a political crisis which needs a bold sermon to address that chaos in 

politics. (LRF, CCJP, Sachikonye& Alexander etal).The political crisis was not only 

displayed in the notorious bloody Gukurahundi but in the series of fraudulent 

elections in the year 2000,2002,2005 and 2008.Series of elections in Zimbabwe took 

place to promote democracy and change of leadership but in Zimbabwe this was 

never a reality. These elections were characterized by violence, murders and 

destruction of property to the detriment of the political, social and economic status of 

the country. They were bloody (Zec Report, 2008).This created a lot of political 

domination by Mugabe and his party to the detriment of political stability and peace 



JIARM VOLUME 1           ISSUE 6             (JULY 2013)       ISSN : 2320 – 5083 
 

484 
www.jiarm.com 

in the country. This was also detrimental to the development of the country. Eldred 

Masunungure described the Presidential Run-off Election of June, 2008 as a 

‘Militarized Election’. (Masunungure 2009). It was referred so because of the military 

involvement in the whole process of voting to influence the outcome in favour of 

Mugabe and ZANU-PF party. This is the most condemned election in the history of 

Zimbabwe because it was a solo contest. After Mugabe lost an election in March, 

2012 to Morgan Tsvangirai of MDC-T he decided to employ the worst tactics to 

frighten his rival. He employed the state institutions-military, police and intelligence 

to dish out systemic violence to the masses. The masses were terrorized by someone 

who claimed to be the promoters of democracy yet .He was the one who was very 

suicidal to it. This election proved a point that Zimbabwe which was won through a 

bullet was not to be lost through a ballot. These disasters turned Zimbabwe from a 

jewel to a war-torn like zone in Africa which showed gloom rather than glory of 

1980.Through them Zimbabwe suffered politically, socially, spiritually, emotionally 

hence we should safely speak of a tarnished jewel in the same manner like what 

Mwalimu Julius Nyerere of Tanzania in 1980 at Rufaro Stadium on independence 

celebrations prophetically warned.Tinashe Madava commenting on the prevalence of 

violence before the upcoming elections this year in 2013 say: 

 

There has been a groundswell of discontent within the civil society for 

Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) formations in the past week 

due to mounting politically motivated violence and police blitzkrieg on 

the non-governmental organizations (NGOs).The international 

community is not amused by the latest incidents. The death of 

the 12-year-old son of MDC-T parliamentary aspirant, Shepherd 

in a suspected petrol-bomb attack in Manicaland has heightened 

fears of a repeat of the 2008 election violence in which 200 people 

aligned to the main formation (MDC-T) died and thousands injured. 

 

 

The political crisis of Zimbabwe needs a bold sermonic address to quell it for the 

promotion of political freedom, democracy, equality, peace, tranquility and 

development to the country. Without a bold sermonic proclamation, Zimbabwe would 

remain in its state of doom to prove true Julius Mwalimu Nyerere’s prophetic warning 
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statement: ‘do not tarnish it!’(Good 2002)This is why Pius Ncube former arch-Bishop 

of the Roman Catholic Church (a Paul of our times) attacked Mugabe and his cronies 

for turning Zimbabwe to be a dungeon of human rights abuses and a furnace of 

violence. 

Economic crisis 

Economically, the Zimbabwe crisis was also evident in the economic spectrum 

so there is need to deliver a vehement sermon to preach against economic decay. The 

economic crisis was chiefly caused by Hondo yeminda generally referred to by 

various designations due to its controversial nature. The Fast Track Land Reform 

(FTLR) variously termed ‘agrarian revolution’, ‘Third Chimurenga’ (liberation 

struggle) or ‘jambanja’ (Violence) has brought about the redistribution of the most 

valuable resource since 1980. After a slow and orderly process of redistribution from 

1980 to 1999,L.M.Sachikonye,D.Masaka and R.A.Mudefi unanimously agree that the 

FTLR was haphazardly, chaotically, violently and chaotically implemented.( 

http://uir.unisa.ac.za/bitstream/handle/10500/4684/thesis_mudefi_r.pdf?,http://www.p

rogressio.org.uk/sites/default/files/Inheriting_the_ earth_2004.pdf) The latter phase of 

the land reform involved the acquisition of 11 million hectares of land from mostly 

white commercial farmers for redistribution was largely marked by coercion and 

violence (Sachikonye 2003). For critics, the violence factor set a bad precedence for 

any serious development in Zimbabwe. The FTLR had long term effects to the 

economy of the country because of its violent nature that exacerbated poverty and 

hunger. Various factors contributed to its unsuccessful implementation, for example, 

white commercial farmers sabotaged the programme in retaliation against the 

treatment they were getting from the government. The other factor is that, the Fast 

Track Land Reform was politicized to segregate against those who were not ZANU-

PF followers. MDC followers were not entitled to be beneficiaries of the FTLR 

because they were accused of selling out the country to colonialists. As a result, the 

politicization of land besides bringing hunger and poverty fuelled disunity, violence 

and political polarization in the country hence a bad recipe to any meaningful 

development.  

At independence, Zimbabwe’s SADC portfolio was for ‘Food Security’ because it 

was a powerhouse in agriculture. Since the process of redistributing land in 

1999/2000 was haphazardly and chaotically done; the country relegated itself from 

being a ‘powerhouse to a poorhouse’. For critics, the objective of the (FTLR) was 
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very noble because it redressed the unjust colonial past, but the abrupt, violent and 

chaotic implementation process was meant to rescue ZANU-PF and Mugabe from 

political relegation (S Berry 2002, Good 2002, Manzungu 2004). The (FTLR) resulted 

in the transfer of land mostly to corrupt absentee landowners and this has continued to 

adversely affect agricultural production and the country’s economy (Chirongoma 

2009). Moeletsi Mbeki (2009) regards the FTLR as the economic landmine which 

adversely exacerbated poverty and hunger in Zimbabwe. The plight of landless farm 

workers also shows that the FTLR was more of a catalyst than an antidote to poverty 

and hunger. Land was taken away from indigenous people by the whites as 

colonialism took charge. The objective of the programme was good but the method 

very poor. This impacted negatively to economic status of the country. At 

independence Zimbabwe’s SADC portfolio was for ‘Food Security’ because it was a 

powerhouse in agriculture. This programme above abruptly turned the country from a 

food exporter to importer.(Good 2000,Manzungu 2004).This bitterly disputed Fast 

Track Land distribution programme of 2000 which resulted in the transfer of land 

mostly from experienced white commercial farmers to inexperienced African, mostly  

absentee landowners negatively affected agricultural production, the mainstay of the 

Zimbabwean economy.( Chirongoma 2009).There is need to boldly speak against the 

economic crisis in Zimbabwe caused by the chaotic FTLR programme as it resulted in 

creating  poverty and hunger in the country(Madzokere & Machingura 2013).Unless 

the people of Zimbabwe speak against the economic decay, the country would remain 

the basket case in the SADC region and beyond. 

 

Social Crisis 

Socially, Zimbabwe was in crisis due to what was referred to as 

Murambatsvina (operation clear-off the chaff. This is generally called Zimbabwe 

tsunami. This was an ambitious project which was implemented by the government of 

Mugabe in 2005 to clean up the urban and the growth points of dirt, crime and 

subversion. (Sachikonye 2011).An estimated 700,000 people were directly affected 

and 2.5 million people were indirectly affected by such an Operation. This was shelter 

to the poor urbanites though the government called it shanty to justify its destruction. 

Anna Tabaijuka UN Special Envoy visited Zimbabwe and compiled a critical report 

which condemned such a project as one of the worst. The scale of the project in terms 

of numbers affected and resources destroyed was unprecedented not only in the 
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country’s history but unheard of in contemporary Africa. This had serious social and 

humanitarian effects to the country hence we should speak of the social 

crisis.Chirongoma describes the crisis situation and condition of those affected and 

infected with HIV& AIDS because of such an Operation. (Chirongoma 2009).Apart 

from the most pronounced tsunami, Zimbabwe suffered and is still suffering from a 

plethora of social problems that range from unemployment, politically motivated 

violence, endemic corruption and a mushroomed disease nation. 

 

Religious Crisis. 

  Just like how Zimbabwe suffered politically, economically and socially, the 

religious and moral spectrum was not spared at all. The religious crisis was also very 

evident in the country which sends an alarm to preach a powerful sermon against such 

a chaos. The voice of Church was supposed to be heard to address not only the 

religious and spiritual issues, but also the political, social and economic. It was quite 

unfortunate that the voice of the Church was heard from a quarter whilst the rest three 

quarters remained silent. In addressing social, political, economic and humanitarian 

issues affecting Zimbabwe, the Church was divided into two major groups: the pro-

state and the anti-state. The pro-state group supported those in leadership hierarchy of 

the country because of fear of repression and also the benefits that follows for 

support. This group is what should be referred to as the ‘ecclesiastical preferential 

option for the powerful’. (Madzokere 2009).For Chitando (2005) such should be 

termed, holy liaisons. The anti-state group attacks those in the state leadership of the 

country for causing the political, social, economic and humanitarian crises to foster 

peace and development in the nation. Such a group always faces repression from the 

state apparatus in form of violence, murder, rape and torture. This group is what 

should be referred to as the ‘ecclesiastical preferential option for the Oppressed’. 

(Madzokere 2010).The clergymen who are pro-state take side with the powerful in the 

hierarchy to oppress the majority powerless in Zimbabwe. This is really true of our 

prophets today who are miracle mongers but to the total detriment of the majority 

poor and downtrodden. Makandiwa works hand in glove with the powerful of ZANU-

PF hierarchy this explains why he was the main speaker on the signing of the 

‘sanctions bill’. A true prophet should distinguish himself or herself from a false one 

by being a conscience of the nation or to be precisely a conscience of the kings or 

leaders like Paul. As prophets are both the king makers and the king breakers, they 
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should take a crucial role to regulate the kings’ powers and make sure they rule 

guided by God’s decrees and statutes which are embedded in the Bible. What we are 

witnessing in Zimbabwe presently the likes of Makandiwa, Musindo, Kunonga  is the 

exact opposite of the prophets of Israel like Moses, Elijah, Amos, Micah and 

Jeremiah. They were a voice of the voiceless, promoters of justice (mispat) and 

(sedeqah) and were above all prisoners of conscience. What we are seeing here is a 

startling scenario where the prophets and clergymen in Zimbabwe work hand in glove 

with the killers of the people. Jesus was a Messiah in woord (orthodoxy) and daad 

(orthopraxy) because he preached against evil and his life demonstrated a personality 

who deserves a title-a prophet par excellence. The lack of the prophets, clergymen 

and Christians to attack evil in the religious spectrum led to religious crisis. This 

could be over if the warning by Paul is taken seriously by all Zimbabweans across the 

spiritual divide. 

 

The Context of the Text: An Exegesis.  

Paul in the letter to the Corinthian Church addresses a plethora of issues as he 

preaches to the congregation. His proclamation centred on the problems, pressures 

and struggles of a church called out a pagan society. To be called a ‘Corinthian’ 

meant one who was known of practising fornication. Corinth, the most important city 

in Greece during Paul’s day, was a bustling hub of worldwide commerce, degraded 

culture, and idolatrous religion. There Paul founded a church (Acts 18:1-17), and two 

of his letters are addressed “To church of God which is at Corinth”. Paul addresses a 

variety of problems in the life-style of the Corinthian church: factions, lawsuits, 

immorality, questionable practises, abuse of the Lord’s Supper, and spiritual gifts. 

Paul in form of letters preaches to the Church to teach the members of the 

congregation to instil discipline in them. As he proclaims the sermon to the church at 

Corinth, he offered counsel and answers questions which were posed by the 

Corinthian believers. 

In chapter 9 in the initial verses Paul speaks about the rights of a minister but middle 

way through he speaks on limiting such rights to fulfil the mandate of preaching the 

Gospel. He says that he cannot legitimately boast in his ministry of preaching, 

because God ordered him to do sit so it was mandatory. He states that he is “under 

compulsion” (9:16) and has been entrusted with a “stewardship” (9:17). There is an 

irresistible call of God on his life, and he can’t take any personal credit for doing it. 
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He is a man on fire for God! Hence, Paul says “woe is me if I do not preach the 

gospel” (9:16). The word “woe” occurs frequently in the Old Testament prophets to 

denote coming disaster and even divine judgment. Paul felt the weight of severe 

consequences if he chose to forego preaching for another profession. Since God 

dramatically called Paul to preach, he had to proclaim the gospel. There was no 

reward in simply doing what God had called him to do (cf. Luke 17:10). This leads 

Paul to raise a question in 9:18: “What then is my reward? That, when I preach the 

gospel, I may offer the gospel without charge, so as not to make full use of my right in 

the gospel.” Paul’s “reward” is demonstrating love to people by freely preaching the 

gospel. His highest pay was the privilege of preaching without pay of course, Paul 

also believes that his loving service will be recognized in the future by his Lord (cf. 

3:12-14). However, Paul recognizes that we do not get rewarded for our calling in and 

of itself, only for the manner in which we fulfil it Thus, Paul sacrificed much and 

served well. In the same manner every citizen of Zimbabwe has the mandate to speak 

against the evils prevalent in the country. Failure to speak against what tarnishes the 

image of the country equals to one being a perpetrator of the various crises that the 

nation is facing at the moment hence the quest to re-read Paul’s message to the 

Corinthian Church in the light of the Zimbabwe crisis. 

 

‘Being a Soldier of Jesus Christ!’: Preaching as a mandate in Zimbabwe. 

‘Woe is me if I do not preach the Gospel!’ is an imperative statement that 

expects action. This is a warning statement to those who do not speak against what 

evil is anywhere and everywhere hence being a soldier of Jesus Christ makes one to 

take preaching sermons as mandatory to address political, social, economic and 

spiritual crises that bedeviled the country. This article focused on addressing the evils 

and ills of Zimbabwe which were caused by cruel and corrupt leaders to the detriment 

of the lives of the majority who are poor and downtrodden. Just like what Paul did to 

the Corinthian Church which was suffering from a plethora of problems that had 

threatened its life, its mandatory for each Zimbabwean to speak against anything 

which thwarts the lives of the people. Paul understood his mandate as a preacher 

which overrides his rights. He sacrificed his life to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

For one to be a Paul of our day in Zimbabwe, one should typify him in deed and 

word. Zimbabwe suffered and is still suffering from political crises which thwart 

democracy so every Zimbabwe should speak against that to promote political freedom 
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and peace in the country. Every individual should be free to choose his or her political 

party without fear or intimidation. The politically motivated violence which the 

people of Zimbabwe were/are facing should be stopped to create a politically free 

society characterized by peace and harmony otherwise the people of Zimbabwe would 

still be living in the colonial era of the Smith régime. The people should enjoy their 

hard won independence through social, political, economic and spiritual freedom. The 

people should enjoy economic emancipation by sharing equally the resources like 

land and mineral wealth unlike the present situation where the powerful elite enjoy 

everything to the expense of the majority poor. From the religious and moral 

perspective, the prophets, clergymen and Christians should serve as the conscience of 

the state. They should guide the state leaders to lead the people in such a way that 

they enjoy life holistically characterized by social, political, economic and spiritual 

freedom. Zimbabwe would no longer be known by crises as it is now. As a soldier, 

every individual in Zimbabwe should live to preach freedom, equality, peace, love, 

justice and unity. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The article addressed various crises Zimbabwe faced from the pre-independent 

up to the post- independent era with the sole motive of demonstrating that Zimbabwe 

suffered from a plethora of crises. The crises were evident in the various spectrums 

which range from political, social, economic and religious. Such crises were caused 

by a number of factors but chief among them was the failure to preach against all the 

evil and ills the leaders of the state were causing to the detriment of the lives of the 

majority poor. This article through the quest to re-read the message of Paul to the 

Corinthian Church observed the possibility to address the problems that bedeviled 

Zimbabwe as a nation (Zimbabwe crisis).The gist of the article was derived from the 

statement, ‘woe is me if I do not preach the gospel’ which serve as a warning remark 

for every Zimbabwe citizen to make it mandatory to speak against any form of 

domination perpetrated by those who are power abusers. Such a transforming sermon 

proclamation would enable the country retain its status as the ‘jewel in Africa’s 

crown’ characterized by equality, love, justice, unity and development. 
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